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FOREWORD 


By Paramahamsa Prajnanananda 


Life is to learn, and life is to earn. Life is to live, and life 
is to give. Life is to love, and life is to serve. Life is to 
hope, and with life, we have to cope. 


Human life is a rare gift of God. Blessed are those 
few who realise the value of life and shape their lives with 
proper education and optimism, and help others with their 
knowledge, love, and practical skills. Even though the 
modern world is experiencing an explosion in information 
technology, and people are well equipped with a lot of 
information, the art of inner transformation is vanishing. 
Using our own experiences to help others is fading away. 
Nowadays people spend a lot of time watching electronic 
information and reading instant messages, but very few 
understand the value of life and the importance of a good 
education. 


When I refer to a good education, I mean the 
integration of head, heart, and hands. With intellectual 
pragmatism, by transforming our hearts with love, and with 
skillful action, we should be able to sustain ourselves as 
well as selflessly serve the entire creation including humans. 
Currently people who are educated are busy accumulating 
material possessions and running after name and fame, with 
very little concern for others. After their formal education 
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many educated people are busy with their career; some 
even spend time for further study to increase their periphery 
of knowledge. 


This introduction is about one of my teachers who set 
a good example for me during my student life at Ravenshaw 
College and during my tenure as a teacher there. While 
reviewing his autobiography titled Born to Be a Learner, 
which he wrote at an advanced age, I remembered his smiling 
personality and a tall, slim, and handsome gentleman. I met 
him often in the library and less in his office. I saw him 
from 1978 until 1994, and he had a strong impact on my 
life. As a student I had used his book Practical Physics 
during my two years of science classes. 


A professor of physics and at the same time a good 
thinker and a prolific writer, Dr. Debakanta Mishra was well 
accepted and appreciated by his science students and loved 
by those who read his creative writing. I remember seeing 
his writings on popular science as a school boy. 


I had a memorable meeting with Swami 
Chinmayanandaji in the year 1985 when he asked me 
whether I was a teacher or a student. My reply was that I 
was both. He curiously looked at me and asked me to justify 
my reply. I replied that as a teacher I had to study and learn. 
When I was learning, I was a student, and when I was 
teaching, I was a teacher. As human beings we all should 
cultivate the habit of reading and learning. As long as we 
read and learn we stay mentally and intellectually fit; our 
brains remain active and dynamic. When we stop learning, 
we become old. When I read forty-four pages of Dr. 
Mishra’s book in one breath, I discovered how a person’s 
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early life is the foundation for developing the ability to 
learn, and eventually to write. 


While reading this manuscript I could easily picture 
ten siblings growing up under one roof. The skillful and 
cultured parents, Artatrana and Sitamani, could motivate, 
inspire, and inculcate human values, sharing, mutual help, 
and the bond of love. This solid foundation helped Dr. 
Mishra and all his brothers and sisters be successful in 
their fields of activity. 


People write memoirs and recollections in the form 
of an autobiography. This book is a humble narration of one 
person’s life filled with many beautiful incidents that inspire 
and motivate us to rise up and be successful. I had the 
opportunity to have close encounters with many of his 
relatives. We were also privileged to host Dr. Mishra with 
his family in our Gurudev’s ashram at Balighai, Odisha. 


This book will no doubt inspire readers on their 
journey of life, by making life more meaningful and 
purposeful. I pray to God to bless my adorable teacher with 
a long, healthy, happy life. 
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WORDS OF APPRECIATION 


Swami Samarpanananda Giri 


Born a brahmin boy, brought up in a traditional home- 
environment, he was poised for the evolution of scientific 
temperament within and a superstition-free way of life very 
much suitable to take up a professorial profession in his 
house-holder’s life. 


And that he did in a very successful way. His days of 
professorial life was full of devotion to academic studies, 
scientific analysis, teaching and educating the common man 
through his words of illumination printed in various books 
and journals. 


As a professor and a prolific author of essays and 
books on subjects of science and secular aspects of higher 
thinking he has created a niche for himself in the realm of 
pedagogic refinements. Debakanta the child owes a great 
to his father for inspiring him to write essays & books. 
The most interesting part of his early life was an endeavour 
where he was asked to co-author a book with his father that 
laid the foundations of his literary activities. 


Reading in Ravenshaw Collegiate School and 
Ravenshaw College, has helped Debakanta the child, as a 
student to cultivate an enduring habit of spending sometime 
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with books and journals of varieties and volumes. Binoda 
Kanungo who: built the Konark of knowledge in Oriya 
language, as a friend of his father had taken the boy for 
admission into both the institutions on different occasions 
and introduced him to respective libraries - the temple of 
knowledge and information. And also inspired the boy not 
to forget the friendship with Dictionary and Encyclopedia 
that immensely helped in his literary activities. Throughout 
his life, either as a student or a teacher the libraries have 
been his piligrim centre for literary and scientific 
‘SADHANA. 


Further reading in Ravenshaw collegiate school that 
produced a national hero like Netaji Subas Chandra Bose, 
was an opportunity for him to think great and extraordinary 
objectives as goal of his life. Later entering the Ravenshaw 
college for pursuing higher education he mingled with many 
students (would be great sons of Odisha) and met a galaxy 
of teachers of national repute and that contact equipped his 
character to acquire a scientific temper with lasting effect. 


Throughout his journey as a college teacher, he 
continued to learn and learn and even today at eighties he 
stands perfectly a bonafide learner. I consider Debakanta 
Bhaina as a guide and wellwisher. Any time that I have 
visited his house, I found him in his with stockpiles of 
books and journals in his library. 


His passion for science - the giver of prosperity and 
his inclination towards spirituality - the giver of peace, 
have made him really an accomplished gentleman. 
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He is a complete man with all the glories of family 
life, social life and academic life and is looked upon by the 
community of his vast family of students as a good friend, 
philosopher and guide. This autobiography will be the pearl 
of pearls of all his hundreds of publications. 


I salute this ‘born to be a learner’ - man of wisdom. 
He has fulfilled the dreams of his parents, village and all 
elders. He is yet to, fulfill the dreams of the society, to 
score a big century of years in his life full of health, 
happiness and handsomeness devoted to the cause of 
dissemination of knowledge. 
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CHAPTER - 1 
My Early Years 


Our Early Family Life : 


The name of my native village is Sri Rama Chandra Pur, 
which is located just behind the now famous ‘Bakula Bana’ 
at Sakhigopal, in the district of Puri. This village is one 
among the sixteen Brahman Sasans, instituted by Gajapati 
Kings of Odisha in the distant past. It is noteworthy to 
mention here that my village was very closely associated 
with the freedom struggle and cultural renaissance of Odisha 
during the pre-independent period of our national history. 
Eminent political leaders, profound scholars, reputed literati 
and self-less social workers like Acharya Harihara Das, 
Pandit Nilakantha Das, Pandit Lingaraj Mishra and 
Pracharaka Ananta Mishra belong to my village. My father, 
Late Artatrana Mishra came to this village in his early 
childhood as an adopted son. He left his school before 
appearing in the matriculation examination to join in the 
historic freedom movement of the country. He left his 
village and chose Cuttack, the then capital of Odisha, as his 
field of work. Even in his early youth he showed signs of 
a gifted writer and an eloquent speaker in Odia. It is 
worthwhile to mention here that his financial condition was 
very poor and it was very difficult to sustain himself. At 
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this critical juncture of his life - being impressed by his 
public activities - Acharya Harihara Das and Pandit Lingaraja 
Mishra advised him to join in the ‘Samaj’ office as a working 
Journalist. Accordingly, he joined in Samaj Office, then 
located in a rented house at Nimchouri, when Pandit 
Lingaraja Mishra was the editor of ‘Samaj’ and Sri Radhanath 
Ratha was the manager of Samaj Office. In course of time 
he proved himself as an ideal press superintendent. At that 
time Samaj Office was also the most prominent printer of 
books in Odia and books were printed mostly under the 
supervision of my father. Such activities made him very 
familiar with the major publishers of books, whose 
bookshops were mostly confined at Nimchouri, Balu Bazar 
and Binode Behari at Cuttack. I am mentioning this episode 
in a little detail because in my childhool I got the rare 
opportunity to hire and read books to my liking and return 
them without any damage after reading to the respective 
publishers. 


My father, after a few years of joining Samaj married 
Sitamani Devi and took a rented house at Mahidas Bazar 
(Budhi Thakurani Lane) as his residence. We siblings - ten 
in number - four sisters and six brothers - were eventually 
born in that rented house. My father, as expected of a 
literati, had a fascination to put ‘Deba’ as a pre-fix against 
the names of all his children. For the interest of readers it 
is worthwhile to mention the names of all of his children, 
with their nick names in the bracket in a chronological 
order. They are : Debabala Mishra (Budhi), Debakanta 
Mishra (Nandu), Debalaxmi Mishra (Dugu), Debadutta 
Mishra (Kanhu), Debapriya Mishra (Mami), Debapriya 
Mishra (Bapu), Deba Prasada Mishra (Patu), Debaprava 
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Mishra (Tutu), Debatikta Mishra (Ainthoo) and Debajit 
Mishra (Jitu). 


My father, during his early days in ‘Samaj’ office in 
the early 1930s, was earning rupees fifteen only as his 
monthly salary, which was not sufficient enough to meet 
the financial needs of his family - that too was growing in 
numbers with passage of time. Therefore, instead of 
concentrating his whole attention in his spare time to writing 
articles in Odia to satisfy his literary, interests, he started 
writing books to enrich children literature in Odia. The 
books written by him, which became very popular at that 
time were titled as follows : Ashoka, Sunara Bharata, Ama 
Odisha Katha, Nala Damayanti, Ama Bapuji, Ama Bada Deula, 
Kathara Latha and Chhabi Lipi. Two of his help-books for 
children, namely, Sarala Odia Byakarana and My Word Book 
were sold in large numbers. ‘Ashoka’ was approved by the 
then Director of Public Instruction (D.P.I.) as a 
supplementary text book in Odia for about a decade. In 
addition to receiving prestigious awards for such literary 
activities he could earn some extra money for the financial 
requirements of his family. Moreover he earned a good 
reputation as a proof corrector of Odia manuscripts and 
most of the reputed publishers assigned him such a 
remunerative task which enabled him to substantially 
increase his income. I need to mention here that my mother, 
though not highly educated, possessed inherent talent to 
write stories for children in Odia. Her best-selling creation 
‘Majagapa’ enjoyed a good number of years of popularity - 
my elder sister’s laughing photograph adorning its cover 
page. (Incidentally, after her sad demise, I was informed by 
Sri J. B. Patnaik, the then Chief Minister of Odisha, who 
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came to attend her Ekadasaha ceremony that, my mother, 
because of her good handwriting, prepared the final copy 
of the manuscript of ‘Child’s Easy First Grammar’, written 
by Acharya Harihara Das and published by Cuttack Students 
Store. 


Before I leave this episode to write a brief account of 
my school education, I want to record the vital role played 
by my father for me to latter become a prolific author of 
books in Odia and English on popular science, social 
sciences and other topics of interest for the enrichment of 
Odia literature. My father had very little time to spare in 
order to guide his children in their academic activities 
because he spent his entire working hours in ‘Samaj’ office 
and came home very late in the evening hours. But he gave 
us home tasks regularly to complete everyday - such as two 
pages each of handwriting in Odia and English, an essay on 
a topic of his own choice, a passage for translation from 
Odia to English and the like. In spite of his extremely busy 
schedule, he never failed to correct our home tasks and to 
instruct us accordingly as to how to pick up right words 
from dictionaries and other relevant sources; how to use 
‘upasargas’ skillfully to create words for meaningful 
exposition of our thoughts and the like. Because of his able 
guidance, I could write in Odia with confidence and could 
seek appropriate vocabulary to express my thoughts on 
topics related to frontiers of science, technology and social 
sciences. 

My School Education : My father admitted me in a 
primary School at Dagarpada, Cuttack, where I studied for 
two years in class 2 and class 3. Sri Lokanath Nanda, the 
Head Master of the school was staying in our locality, who 
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latter became president of the Primary School Teachers’ 
Association and also received President Award as an ideal 
teacher. He accompanied the children of our locality for to 
and fro journey from the school. After I was promoted to 
class 4, my father decided for me to take T.C. from that 
school and admitted me in the famous middle school, named 
Practicing Middle English School, which was located in 
the campus, which is now known as R. N. Training College, 
facing the Kathjodi river. Maulavi Rehamat Ali was the Head 
Master of the school. He was then very famous for his 
books on mathematics for lower classes, named as ‘Ganita 
Sopana’ in various parts and published by Cuttack Publishing 
House. These popular books were prescribed as text book 
for the entire state by the then D.P.I. of Odisha. I studied 
in that school for two years and when I was promoted to 
class six, government decided to abolish that school. All 
the students had to take T.C. from the school and I qualified 
in the entrance examination held at Ravenshaw Collegiate 
School, to take admission in class six. Eminent 
mathematician Sri Brajabandhu Mishra, after completion 
of his foreign studies, was then temporarily appointed as 
the Head Master of the school, but after a few months he 
was transferred to Ravenshaw College. Sri Narayan Pati, 
then as assistant teacher was in charge of our admission, 
about whom I shall discuss a little later. But one memorable 
incident regarding my admission remain still fresh in my 
memory. As my father was ill, he requested our family 
friend Sri Binode Kanungo (legendary freedom fighter and 
a brilliant polymath of ‘Gyanamandala’ fame), to accompany 
me on the scheduled date for admission. But we both forgot 
to take the T.C. along with us. When Sri Pati asked me to 
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show the T.C. to record my birth date, Mr. Kanungo told 
him that he forgot to bring it and requested him to record 
a date as per his estimation. In response to his request my 
birth date was recorded 5th March, 1939. Though this date 
has been duly regarded as my birthday for my subsequent 
education and professional career, I was actually born on 
Kali Dalan Ekadashi in the same year, for which I was 
nicknamed ‘Nandu’. At Ravenshaw Collegiate School, we 
the students were extremely fortunate to be educated by 
ideal teachers, who by virtue of their expertise in their own 
teaching-subjects-each one having their unique ways for 
impressive teaching and above all by virtue of their profound 
affection for us, endeared us and we developed a natural 
curiosity for learning more and more. I was specifically 
motivated by four teachers, namely, Sri Narayan Pati 
(mathematics), Sri Sarat Chandra Basu (English), Sri 
Niranjan Mohapatra (History) and Sri Bhaskar Satpathy 
(Geography). Sri Narayan Pati was eventually promoted as 
Head Master of the school. In fact he motivated each one 
of his students in class eleven to excel in their mathematical 
studies, for which most of the students who appeared at the 
matriculation examination, then held under the jurisdiction 
of Utkal University, were securing 80 to 90 percent of 
marks in compulsory and additional mathematics papers. 
As a result of which, our school had the unique distinction 
of having more students passing in the first division than 
the number of students who passed in third division. We 
were immensely proud for the rich heritage of our school. 
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose and Dr. Prana Krushna Parija 
were ex-students of our school. The year we passed our 
matriculation examination (1954), the Centenary of the 
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school was celebrated. I distinctly remember the special 
sessions held continuously for three days during that 
celebration. Dr Pranakrushna Parija and another ex-student 
Padma Bhusan Radhanath Rath (the then Education Minister 
of Odisha) addressed the gathering as eminent guests. A 
good looking and colourfully printed Souvenir was printed 
to be released on this auspicious occasion by ‘Samaj’ office, 
free of cost, under the supervision of my father. 


It will not be out of context to mention here, before 
proceeding to write about my career in higher education, 
that I had the good fortune to be selected to edit a Souvenir, 
published on the occasion of one of the death anniversaries 
of my revered Head Master Sri Narayan Pati, when I was 
posted as a lecturer in physics at Ravenshaw College, 
Cuttack. This assignment provided me a lot of self- 
satisfaction. 


I also consider it proper to mention here that by the 
time I joined in Ravenshaw College as a student for my 
higher education, I had become a voracious reader of books 
of various tastes. While studying in my lower classes I was 
very much impressed by the children literature, written by 
Udayanath Sarangi and Binode Kanungo. I also read many 
fictions, short story collections and non-fiction written by 
eminent authors, most of them being now considered as 
classics of Odia literature. Also, I developed special interest 
to read books in science and technology, both in Odia and 
English. Our school library possessed many interesting 
books on these subjects written by internationally reputed 
authors. By the time I started my higher education, I 
cherished an ambition to associate myself with education 
and research throughout my life. Also, I cherished a desire 
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to build a personal library of my own, so that by acquaring 
knowledge from the books and journals in my library and 
from outside sources, I shall be able to utilise my acquired 
knowledge and inherent creative abilities to spread 
knowledge for the benefit of others. By God’s grace, I now 
realise at this old age that this ambition of mine has become 
fruitful to my self-satisfaction. 


Also, before I took admission in college, I could learn 
the skill of proof-correction of manuscripts from my father. 
Because of this effort, I could relieve the work burden of 
my father to some extent. When my father became critically 
ill after a few years, I could continue my higher studies 
uninterrupted, by adding to the family income by correcting 
the proof formats of manuscripts, published by eminent 
publishers of Cuttack, such as Cuttack Publishing House, 
Standard Book Mart and Odisha Publishing House. 


My Higher Education at Ravenshaw College : 


In 1954, I passed matriculation examination in first 
division, held under the jurisdiction of Utkal University 
and that year only 111 students passed in the first division 
in the entire state. Therefore, I was sure of availing a seat 
in first year science at Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. As per 
my expectations, 1 got a letter from Ravenshaw College, 
stating that I am selected to be admitted in that historic 
institution of higher learning and the date of admission was 
also intimated to me in that letter. I was a little nervous to 
go to the college alone as I have never entered into the 
campus of Ravenshaw College and did not know where even 
the office of the college is located. But fortunately just 
one day before the scheduled date of admission, Sri Binode 
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Kanungo visited our house. My father told him about my 
apprehensions. He immediately called me and assured me 
that he will accompany me to take admission in the college 
and recollecting the incident that occurred when I took 
admission in Ravenshaw Collegiate School, he cautioned 
me to take all necessary documents along with me. Next 
day Sri Kanungo came at 10 O’ Clock in the morning and 
we both went to Ravenshaw College. On the way he told me 
that he is well acquainted with the members of the teaching 
staff of the college as he has very often stayed in one of 
the quarters occupied by Dr Arta Ballav Mohanty, the then 
professor and Head of the Department of Oriya and Sanskrit. 
If I correctly remember, he informed me that Dr. Mohanty 
happens to be his maternal uncle (Mamu). He also told me 
that he will take me to the principal’s chamber, for me to 
seek his blessings. At that time renowned mathematician 
and educational administrator, Sri Bama Charan Das was 
the principal of the college. We both reached the hall, where 
the admission process was going on; but because I was 
accompanied by an eminent person, my admission process 
was completed within half an hour. After that he took me to 
the Kanika Library. I was simply wonder struck to see such 
a giant structure under one roof with a unique architectural 
design, containing piles of books and journals. He advised 
me to take optimum advantage of this library to acquire 
knowledge. He told me that there is a common anecdote 
very popular at that time : “Anybody who is somebody in 
Odisha is a Ravenshawvian”; and according to him, for the 
validity of the statement, this famous library has played a 
vital role. After visiting the library, he accompanied me to 
the Principal’s Chamber. He, of course, told him about his 
visiting the college at this hour and as it is quite natural, I 
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paid my humble respects to my reveved principal, who 
greeted me with a smiling face. Then we left his chamber. 
After coming out of the college campus, Sri Kanungo took 
me to a nearby book shop and purchased a Cambridge 
Dictionary. Presenting the dictionary to me, he advised me 
to make good use of it as and when the need arises. This 
dictionary still adorns the book shelf of my personal library 
as an invaluable treasure. 


A Memorable Episode : 


Before I narrate my reminiscences about my college 
life, I am tempted to narrate the following episode, which 
occurred during the period I waited for my matriculation 
results to be published to enable me to take admission in 
a college. I have already mentioned that Pandit Lingaraj 
Mishra was my co-villager. He was a profound scholar in 
Sanskrit, passing the M.A. examination in Sanskrit in first 
class securing the first position from Calcutta University. 
He was the first education and health minister of Odisha 
after independence. But in the next election he successfully 
contested to become a member of Parliament (MP). As we 
know, he was the editor of ‘Samaj’ for a good number of 
years. We-all my brothers and sisters - used to address him 
respectfully as ‘Dadei’, which means elder brother of my 
father. One day, I accompanied my father to his home at 
Mission Road, Cuttack. After their conversation was over 
he asked me how I am utilising my time. I informed him 
that I am reading books and news papers, spending the rest 
of the time with my friends. (There was no TV or no social 
media at that time, even radio was a luxury, which we could 
not afford.). He asked me to come to his home in the 
morning hours for about two hours. He was then bed-ridden 
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due to some illness. He further told me that he is in the 
process of translating the original Balmiki Ramayana in 
Odia prose version. He will dictate the meaning and the 
interpretation of the ‘Slokas’ and I have to write his 
dictations in well arranged paper sheets. In every paper sheet, 
two or three original slokas were already written in Odia 
script neatly. I had to fill in the rest of the space of each 
paper sheet by the matter that he will dictate. From the next 
day, for about 40 days, I went to his home and wrote as he 
dictated as per the above mentioned scheme. Each day after 
my work was complete, filling up at least five sheets, he 
used to check the manuscript. He corrected my spelling 
mistakes and explained each day about some important facts 
about Odia and Sanskrit grammar so that I can learn some 
invaluable facts, that will enable me to write in Odia without 
mistake and with full confidence. Of course, by the time I 
left for my college studies, the job was left incomplete and 
somebody must have substituted me to take up the 
assignment. But this unique experience was of positive help 
to me for writing books in Odia; for choosing proper words 
from both Sanskrit and Odia for the scientific and technical 
terms. It is not out of context to mention here that this 
Odia prose version of Balmiki Ramayana was published by 
Gopabandhu Sahitya Mandir much later in several volumes. 
Sri Radhanath Rath, the next editor of Samaj, presented 
those volumes to Sri Rajendra Prasad, Ex-President of India 
in a special function, held at Killa Maidan. Sri Rajendra 
Prasad was made a prisoner in the Hazaribagh Jail, where 
Pandit Mishra was a co-prisoner during India’s freedom 
movement. As a result, they could establish an intimate 
friendship with each other. 
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Reminiscences of My College Life : 


I studied in Ravenshaw College from 1954 to 1960 
and in 1960 I passed the M.Sc. examination in physics 
securing a first class in the final examination held under 
the jurisdiction of Utkal University. I consider it very 
significant to record my noteworthy observations and 
experiences during my student career, which was limited to 
this premier institute of higher learning, in order to acquaint 
the readers of this book about the unique features of this 
temple of higher learning and research and for the historic 
role it has played in the past and continue to do so for 
producing suitable human resources for the country. 


At the outset I want to emphasise the special 
importance of Ravenshaw College as an institution of higher 
learning in our state. When I started my college life and 
during my student career (1954-1960), there was only one 
university in our state, that is Utkal University; to which 
Ravenshaw College was affiliated. Also, except Ravenshaw 
College, there was no other college in Odisha where post 
graduate education in any subject was available. Even during 
that period in the 1950s, Utkal University did not have any 
provision for post-graduate education in any subject in its 
new campus growing up at Bhubaneswar. Therefore, most 
of our teachers in all faculties had availed their post- 
graduate education in universities outside Odisha - mainly 
from Patna University, Allahabad University, Benaras Hindu 
University and Calcutta University. The academic year 
(1954) I became a student of first year science class, the 
first batch of students who passed M.Sc. in physics from 
Ravenshaw College joined as lecturers in our physics 
department; they are : Kulamani Samal, Srinibas Panda and 
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Madhab Subudhi, who took our theory and practical classes 
in physics. During those days, in Eastern India, Ravenshaw 
College, Cuttack and Presidency College, Calcutta were 
considered renowned premier colleges of higher learning. 


Let me cite an example to illustrate the historic 
significance of Ravenshaw College as a premier institution 
of higher learning and research in our country in those 
days. If I correctly remember, Ford Foundation agreed to 
provide eminent economists to act as economic advisers 
of government of India. They laid down only one condition, 
that is, they will stay and hold office in only that institution 
which possessed five Ph Ds in economics. At that time, 
after a thorough search, the concerned authorities found 
that only Ravenshaw College satisfied this condition and 
subsequently those economic experts were allowed to settle 
in Ravenshaw College. We found then that they occupied 
the Principal’s quarters for a few years during their stay in 
India. It is of interest to note that the members of the 
teaching staff of Ravenshaw College, who satisfied this 
condition were : Dr Sadasiv Misra, Dr D. C. Mishra, Dr 
Bidyadhar Mishra, Dr Harekrushna Mishra and Dr 
Baidyanath Mishra. 


At that time most of the Heads of Departments of all 
subjects in humanities and sciences were well renowned 
within and outside Odisha as profound scholars, ideal 
teachers and eminent educationists. During my student 
career, Prof. A. K. Dutta in physics, Dr. Dayanidhi Patnaik 
in chemistry, Dr. Ramanath Mohanty in mathematics, Dr. 
Bansidhar Samantray in botany, Dr. Arta Ballav Mohanty in 
Odia and Sanskrit, Dr. Sadasiv Misra in Economics, Dr. 
Bidhu Bhusan Das and later Dr. A. P. Obrien in English and 
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Prof. Ghanasyam Das in History, to name only a few, were 
well known throughout the state and outside as eminent 
professors and research guides. We, the students, were 
captivated by their profound scholarship, ways of teaching 
and above all by their unique imposing personalities. Later, 
in my professional life I found all the above mentioned 
teachers occupied prestigious, senior positions in the field 
of education as principals, director of education, vice- 
chancellors of universities within and outside Odisha and 
professors cum heads of departments in P. G. Departments 
of various universities throughout our country. 


Besides these senior members of the teaching staff, 
the college provided members of teaching staff in all 
departments who were profound scholars and possessed 
the expertise to teach their subjects to generate self- 
motivation in their students to learn more and more about 
the subjects they were taught. In fact, I was very much 
impressed by the members of the teaching staff of the 
physics department in my intermediate classes and cherished 
an ambition to accept physics teaching and research as my 
professional career. At that time during my student career, 
eminent physics teachers, namely, Dr. A. K. Dutta, Dr. 
Brahmananda Mishra, Dr. Harihara Mishra, Dr. Trilochan 
Pradhan, Dr. Bibhuti Bhusan Deo, Dr. Trinath Ratho, Sri A. 
K. Mishra, Sri Jayanta Mohapatra, Dr. Kulamani Samal, to 
name only a few, were our teachers in physics. I was also 
very much impressed by the unique ways of teaching 
chemistry, particularly by two eminent chemists, namely, 
Dr. Dayanidhi Patnaik and Dr. Mahendra Kumar Rout. Though 
we were not acquainted or familiar with the teachers of 
other departments, except physics, chemistry, mathematics, 
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botany and zoology (of course, I was well acquainted with 
teachers of geography department, namely, Brundaban 
Chandra Acharya and Rabi Roy, as I chose geography as my 
fourth optional subject). We could know from our friends 
about the ways of teaching, incredible eloquence and unique 
personal characteristics of many teachers of the college. I 
remember to have attended the history and political science 
classes taken by Sri Altaf Hussain and Dr. Sri Ram Chandra 
Dash, stealthily, sitting at the back benches. 


The academic environment created by those teachers 
within the college campus, affected the students very deeply 
and tempted them to take care of their studies to the 
optimum level to build their career. Moreover, brilliant 
students of Cuttack city and from nearby areas of undivided 
Cuttack district preferred to take admission in this college. 
Of course, for post-graduate education, students from other 
districts also took admission in Ravenshaw College as there 
was no other alternative option for them inside the state. 
There was very fruitful discussion and healthy intensive 
competition among students - both day scholars and boarders 
to excel in their studies and to secure top positions in the 
results of the final examination conducted by Utkal 
University. It is not out of context to mention here that in 
intermediate and undergraduate examinations subsequently 
B.J.B. College competed with Ravenshaw College very 
effectively. But at that time B.J.B. College did not exist at 
Bhubaneswar. We developed close friendship among 
ourselves, which was transformed to life-long friendship to 
provide us lasting pleasure throughout our life. Even though 
we have reached early eighties and at the fag end of our 
lives, some of my close friends - both old boys and girls 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


Born to be a Learner 125 


of various faculties - still meet at regular intervals every 
year in hotels at Cuttack and Bhubaneswar. My friend 
Nilamadhab Mohanty, who secured the first position in the 
matriculation examination and subsequently earned a very 
good name in the Indian Administrative Service and Ratikanta 
Ghosh, an ITian, who has become a famous entrepreneur 
and industrialist, regularly attend such meets at hotels 
coming from Delhi and Kolkata respectively, where they 
have settled. What is painful and shocking for all of us is 
that many of our close friends, at intervals, have left for 
their heavenly abodes and this inevitable process contitnues. 


We heartily enjoyed the cultural functions held in the 
college campus during evening hours. Each cultural society 
had a senior teacher as its adviser and under his/her guidance 
various cultural activities were arranged, to which the 
concerned authorities, in consultation with the office bearers, 
invited eminent persons from inside and outside the state to 
address the students. College sports and college annual drama 
were held regularly; we enjoyed such functions to our hearts 
content in the pleasant company of our friends. I still 
remember that when I was a student of first year, the annual 
college drama ‘Shasti’, dramatised from the classic novel of 
the same name, written by one among the most popular 
novelists of our lifetime, Kanhu Charan Mohanty, was 
celebrated. Because of its grand success, it was celebrated 
twice on two consecutive days in the college Hall. The stellar, 
heart-touching roles played by two of our classmates of first 
year, namely, Sushama Mishra and Shantilata Rout, are still 
fresh in my memory. Even these days, when we meet we 
recapitulate our pleasant memories in the presence of both 
of them in our get-togethers at hotels. 
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Another specific attraction was the debate 
competitions. The prestigious ‘Chancellor Debate’ was held 
in our college, in which talented students selected from 
other colleges including our college, participated. Eminent 
persons, who were renowned intellectuals, acted as judges. 
This debate competition was usually held in the college 
hall or in the physics leacture theatre in front of a huge 
gathering of interested teachers and students. In some debate 
competitions our teachers participated along with the 
students. We enjoyed the wit, humour and style of 
presentation of specifically two of our teachers, namely, 
Dr. Prafulla Kumar Pati and Dr. Sri Ram Chandra Dash, one 
speaking in support and the other against the proposed 
subject matter of the debate. 


Seminars were regularly held on scheduled dates in 
all Honours and P.G. departments once a week, in which 
teachers, students and invited guests participated. In a few 
P.G. seminars of physics department, I actively participated, 
which were very much appreciated by my reverved teachers 
and classmates. 


Colourful annual functions, accompanied with high 
tea were arranged once in a year in each hostel. Our friends, 
who were boarders in any of these hostels, invited us as 
guests to those particular hostels to attend such colourful 
functions. (Incidentally, I was a boarder of the West Hostel, 
Room No. 54, for a few months during my intermediate 
classes.) 


Another notable event that was regularly celebrated in 
the college was the Youth Festival. Arranging such festival 
in Ravenshaw College, talented students were selected for 
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the National Youth Festival, usually celebrated at New Delhi, 
to take part in the cultural activities such as song, dances 
and the like. The festival was, in fact, the brain - child of 
our first Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. We were 
very happy that one of our class mates Sri Pranab Patnaik, 
earned a good name in this festival at the national level, 
who later became famous as an outstanding playback singer. 
(A few months back, we felicitated him at the Puspak Hotel, 
Bhubaneswar, in one of our usual get-togethers.). During 
our student days, like Pranab patnaik, Akhaya Mohanty 
(Khoka Bhai) and Asit Kumar Majumdar also excelled in 
such activities and later earned name and fame as 
outstanding playback singers within and outside the state. 


The most attractive and enjoyable of all cultural 
functions was the annual function of the historical 
‘Ravenshaw College Old Boys’ Association’, held every year 
on the Commemoration Day of the college. On that much 
awaited occasion, Science exhibitions were conducted by 
all science departments. Students of the college and students 
from local high schools under the guidance of their teachers 
enjoyed this exhibition. Interested students under the 
guidance of their teachers exhibited their scientific projects 
in the exhibition and answered the questions raised by the 
curious spectators. In the afternoon, a football match was 
arranged between old boys, including some of our teachers 
on one side and the students of the college on the other 
side, in the college field, which we very much enjoyed with 
our friends. In the evening hours, a meeting of Old Boys’ 
Association was held, in which the elected President of the 
Association prosided and the Secretary of the Association 
read the annual report. Usually eminent personalities from 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


1 28 Born to be a Learner 


outside the state were invited as Chief Guests, which was 
the main attraction of the function, and for which this 
function was usually regarded as a ‘State Function’. During 
my student life in the college, Hon’ble Justice Sri Harihara 
Mohapatra was the President and eminent professor Dr. 
Sadasiv Misra was the Secretary of the Association. 
Nationally and internationally renowned political leaders, 
scientists, army generals and specialists-famous for their 
outstanding achievement in various fields-have been invited 
for the purpose, namely, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Acharya J. 
B. Kripalini, General Cariappa, Sir C. V. Raman, T. T. 
Krishnamachari, Ashok Mehta, to name a few. I shall talk 
about this Association later, as I was personally involved 
with this Association when I was a member of the teaching 
staff of the college as an office bearer. 


I had no opportunity to visit the quarters of any of my 
teachers till I was a student of physics in my P.G. classes. 
Once, while we were discussing about Ravenshaw College 
affairs at home, my brother-in-law Sri Dibakar Mishra 
(husband of Debalaxmi, my young sister) praised our physics 
teacher Dr. Harihara Mishra profusely, who was then posted 
as Reader in Physics after his return from USA, securing 
MS and Ph.D. degrees from the famous Stanford University. 


My brother-in-law told me that during his student Life, 
though he was an arts student, once incidentally met Dr. 
Mishra at his quarters, who advised him how to earn money 
for continuation of his higher studies, as he was financially 
disadvantaged. He told me that since that first meeting, he 
had regular meetings with Dr. Mishra who was a source of 
inspiration for him. My brother-in-law asked me if I was 
interested to meet Dr. Mishra at his residence. By that time 
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I had decided to take electronics as my special paper under 
Dr. Mishra’s guidance, who had infact created this 
opportunity after his return from USA. So I was very much 
interested to accompany him to his quarters. In the next 
Sunday, in the morning hours, both of us met him at his 
quarters and he told him about our relationship. We spent 
almost an hour with him, during which interval he gave me 
valuable suggestions and references of some good text books 
for my personal benefit. I was so impressed with is profound 
scholarship, simplicity and charming personality that, much 
later when I was a lecturer at B.J.B. College, a marriage 
proposal was communicated to my father about his eldest 
daughter’s marriage with me. I did not hesitate to give my 
consent. Eventually, on April 21, 1963 I married his eldest 
daughter, Gouri Mishra, and by God’s grace we have spent 
our eventful, happy conjugal life for the last 56 years. 


I have enjoyed my college life to my heart’s content 
in the company of my close friends. Many memorable 
incidents cloud my memory. I have restricted myself to 
provide the above details to limit the size of this book. 
However, I think it proper to mention a few facts about my 
family condition when I continued my higher education. AS 
I have mentioned earlier, my father’s health deteriorated 
during this period. By the time I completed my second 
year, two of my sisters were married. We - my parents, six 
brothers and two sisters - were staying in the same rented 
house at Mahidas Bazar. My father took long leave from 
his duties at ‘Samaj’ office and he was also no more able 
to correct the proof formats in the late evening hours or to 
write books, to earn extra-money. During that period, I used 
to correct proof formats, supplied regularly by eminent 
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publishers. I corrected those proof-formats of hand-written 
manuscripts, about 24 to 32 pages in extent, every night. To 
remain awake for late hours I developed a bad habit of 
chewing pans and smoking a few cigarettes. Also, under 
strained circumstances I wrote a few help books for students 
of lower classes for their English and Odia course as a 
Joint author with my father. I was paid a consolidated amount 
as my remuneration. Thus from my intermediate classes, I 
learnt the art of writing and publishing books. Though such 
mental labour, under compulsion, affected my studies 
seriously, yet by Divine grace later in my life I developed 
a reading habit of books of various tastes in both English 
and Odia, and writing books on topics of contemporary 
interest, focusing more on popular scientific literature 
remaining awake-as a matter of habit-till about 1 pm. in the 
night hours. 


Immediately after the publication of my M.Sc. results 
in 1960, in which I secured a first class, I joined in the 
Odisha Education Service (OES) as a lecturer in physics in 
1960, at G. M. College Sambalpur, the then premier institute 
of higher learning in Western Odisha. I shall discuss about 
my professional life in some detail in subsequent chapters. 
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CHAPTER - II 


First Phase of My Professional Life As A 
Physics Teacher 


(November 7, 1960 - September 1, 1981) 


Lecturer in Physics at G.M. College, Sambalpur : 


After the publication of the results of M.Sc. examination, 
I had to wait for a few days to get a provisional certificate 
and the mark sheet to enable myself to apply for the post 
of a lecturer in physics in a government college of the 
state. At that time such posts were lying vacant and there 
was no question of any sort of apprehension of 
unemployment. After receiving the certificate and the mark 
list, I went to the D.P.I. Office, situated at Cuttack, in a red 
building, facing the Kathajodi river and very near to the 
compound of Ravenshaw Collegiate School, carrying with 
myself an application for the appointment as a lecturer in 
physics on ad hoc basis. After entering into that office for 
the first time I talked with some employees about my 
intention of going there. They advised me to meet the deputy 
D.P.I. (General) in his office room. At that time Sri Indu 
Bhusan Dasgupta occupied that post. As expected, when I 
took his permission to enter into his chamber, he presented 
a laughing face and asked me to sit on a chair in front of 
him. I told him my intention and handed over my application 
with attached documents to him. In turn, he laughed and 
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told me that I was a little late. He informed me that one of 
my friends came the day before and was served with an 
appointment as a lecturer in physics in the single vacant 
post at Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. He further suggested 
that I had two options : either I will choose G. M. College, 
Sambalpur or M. P. C. College, Baripada as those two posts 
are still vacant. I told him that since for the first time I have 
to leave my family and go elsewhere, as there was no other 
option, I prefer to join at G. M. College, Sambalpur, which 
was then considered as one among the three premier 
colleges of Odisha, that is Ravenshaw College, G. M. 
College and Khallikote College, Berhampur. Mr. Dasgupta 
was pleased with my reply and asked me to meet him again 
after one hour, to enable him to process and give the letter 
of appointment as a lecturer in physics at G. M. College, 
Sambalpur on ad hoc basis. So, after one hour I went to his 
chamber and received the letter of appointment. At that 
time, suitable candidates were first getting ad hoc 
appointment, which was subsequently regularised after the 
candidate qualified in the interview conducted by Orissa 
Public Service Commission (OPSC). 


1 decided to go to Sambalpur to join at G. M. College 
as a lecturer (OES, Class II) on November 7, 1960. So, I 
had to start my journey in the evening hours on 6th 
November by a local train (popularly called ‘Talcher train’) 
from Cuttack Railway Station to Meramandali Railway 
station, and from there I had to ride a bus to reach 
Sambalpur.‘The advance bus ticket was sold at a special 
counter at Cuttack Railway Station. I clearly remember that 
my father and my eldest brother-in-law (Harihara Mishra) 
accompanied me to the Cuttack Railway Station to bid me 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


Born to be a Learner 133 


farewell. Some of my close friends were also present there 
for the same purpose. I could get both the train and and the 
bus tickets and sat is one of the compartments of the train 
comfortably. When the train started to depart from the 
station, I waved my hand from my seat towards my father, 
brother-in-law and my friends. Surprisingly I found my 
father with tearful eyes. As an immediate reflex action I 
also got emotional and tears rolled down my cheeks, because 
both us realised that for the first time in my life I am 
leaving my family and going to live alone in a distant place. 
I have mentioned this incident because my father’s anxieties 
exuding from his personality still remains fresh in my 
memory. 


After a safe journey, I reached at the road transport 
office at Sambalpur in the late morning hours as the bus 
was delayed in its journey. At the transport office, I met an 
officer and requested him to allow me to keep my trunk for 
a few hours in his office room. He could understand my 
problem as I gave him my identity and permitted me to do 
so. Then I went straight to the college by a cycle rickshaw. 
I first went to the principal’s office. Sri Siba Kumar Panda, 
a renowned teacher in mathematics, was then appointed as 
principal of the college. He looked very smart and very 
young. After paying my respect, I presented the letter of 
appointment to him. He greeted me with a laughing face 
and asked me to sign my joining report in a scheduled 
form. Then he asked his orderly to take me to the physics 
department. I fortunately met my senior colleagues there 
and to my surprise 1 could find that leaving aside one or 
two, all the rest were my revered teachers at Ravenshaw 
College at some stage of my student career. I was very glad 
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to find that Sri Jayanta Mohapatra (who later became an 
internationally renowned poet) was the head of the 
department. He, on this first meeting, very sportively greeted 
me affectionately with a warm handshake. He then asked 
me whether I have arranged a living space for myself at 
Sambalpur. I told him that my luggage lies in a room at the 
road transport office and I have yet to find a hotel for my 
immediate accommodation, before finding a suitable rented 
house. Mr. Mohapatra then assured me not to worry because 
one of my senior colleagues, Sri J. N. Patnaik, lecturer in 
mathematics, was in search of a friend who will share the 
rented house which he has occupied a few days back. Mr. 
Mohapatra was very kind enough to take me to the staff 
common room, where luckily Mr. Patnaik was available. 
Mr. Mohapatra asked him whether he would like to share a 
room with me in his rented house. Sri Patnaik immediately 
gave his consent and also he readily apreed to accompany 
me to the transport office to take my luggage to that rented 
house, as he himself felt that the transport office is not a 
secured place to keep someone’s luggage. We both took 
my luggage and by a cycle rickshaw reached that house. 
Thus, by God’s grace, I started my professional career very 
comfortably, staying in that house and enjoying the pleasant 
company of Sri Patnaik, who showered affection to me as 
his young brother. 


Let me first mention about the location of our rented 
house. If one stands at the centre of Laxmi Talkies square 
facing the road leading to G. M. College, then our rented 
house was located on a road towards the right side, about 
half a kilometer from the square. (As far as I remember the 
name of the owner of the house was B. N. Kar.) At that 
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time, there was an electric sub-power station on the road 
leading to our house from the square, but the rest of the 
space on both sides of the road were mostly open fields. 
But on my later visits to Sambalpur, I found that in the 
meanwhile shops and big hotels have been developed in 
that area, converting it into important marketing area. Mr. 
Patnaik and myself took our meals in a hotel, facing the 
Laxmi Talkies, owned by two Sikh brothers. They were 
serving very tasty non-vegetarian items and with passage of 
time the owners developed a liking for both of us as regular 
customers. We both took the pleasure of inviting many of 
our senior colleagues to share food with us in that hotel. 
After about six months. Mr. Patnaik was transferred to some 
other college and I shared that house consisting of two bed 
rooms and a kitchen with my classmate and colleague, 
Gokulananda Das, (an eminent mathematician, who later 
became the Vice-Chancellor of Utkal University) for a few 
months. But after Mr. Das departed, I had to change that 
house and shared another big rented house with a few of 
my colleagues, very near to (almost facing) our college. 
After I stayed at Sambalpur for about a year. I was 
transferred to B.J.B. College, Bhubaneswar. In the mean 
while my services were regularised as I qualified in the 
OPSC interview. In all these rented houses I enjoyed a 
comfortable living. I had faced absolutely no difficulties, 
instead many pleasant memories still remain fresh in my 
mind. 

Now, let me present my reminiscences very briefly. 
Immediately after completing my student life, I became a 
lecturer at the age of 21 and because I was lean and thin, 
I looked very young, which served me well. I was assigned 
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only B.Sc. (pass) classes to teach ‘Heat and 
Thermodynamics’ and I took practical classes with 
intermediate and undergraduate students. Ofcourse, after 
two months, along with those theory classes I was allowed 
to take theory classes on light and electricity with second 
year students. I found that students have developed a liking 
for me after I took all these theory classes and my 
colleagues also encouraged and appreciated my activities. 
In fact, I could self-motivate myself to adopt teaching and 
research as my life-long profession, being initially inspired 
by the affection and regards I received in profusion from 
my dear students It gave me immense pleasure and self- 
satisfaction to find that students were responding well to 
my enquiries about whether they have understood the topics 
I have taught very clearly or not. 


The main attraction for me wass the college library. 
The librarian Sri Akhaya Behera, impressed me very much 
by his sportsman-like mannerisms and efficiency. I preferred 
to spend all my leisure hours in the library and Mr. Behera 
was always prompt enough to satisfy my needs. My usual 
company in the library was my head of department, Sri 
Jayanta Mohapatra, who maintained a very cordial 
relationship with Mr. Behera. Sri Behera addressed him 
‘Sani Bhai’. Contextually I need to mention here that though 
in my professional career I had visited many colleges and 
public libraries, including the Kanika Library, no where I 
could find a librarian as prompt, enthusiastic and ever active 
like Mr. Behera, who made it a habit to satisfy the readers 
in finding the books and journals they wanted to read. In 
fact, G. M. College library possessed many classic books 
on English literature, all major encyclopedias, and reference 
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books on humanities and popular science of very high 
calibre. When I was assigned to take class once per week 
on ‘general knowledge in science’, I very often consulted 
the Encyclopedia Americana and other reference books to 
make my lecture interesting and enjoyable. One event very 
much attracted my attention in the reading hall of the 
library, which was surrounded by piles of books well 
preserved in book shelves. A gentleman intermittently visited 
the library for a few consecutive days and sat in a particular 
seat towards the back of the hall. I found that many of my 
senior colleagues, on entering into the reading room, were 
first paying their respects to him. One day I asked Mr. 
Behera about the identity of that gentleman. In reply, he 
told in my ears that his name is Sradhakar Supakar, who was 
then the leader of opposition in the Odisha Legislative 
Assembly. On that day I went to him and paid my respects. 
Knowing my identity, he was very much pleased and also 
told me that he appreciated my presence in the library very 
often, reading books and journals. He offered his blessings, 
which gave me a lot of encouragement in return. Besides, 
college library as the main source, I also purchased books 
from Saraswat Pustak Bhandar, then a very popular book 
shop at Gole Bazar, Sambalpur. At Sambalpur, within one 
year I was able to enrich my knowledge by reading many 
classics and valuable books on popular science, literature, 
social sciences and books on varied tastes. Due to my earlier 
habit I read those books till late hours in the night upto 
1pm. almost everyday. 


At that time the academic environment of the college, 
the premier institute of higher learning in Western Odisha, 
was of very high calibre. Its commerce department attracted 
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students from all over the state, particularly to take honours 
course in their undergraduate stage, which was then not 
available in any other college in the state. The then Head of 
Department of Commerce was Dr. Suryakanta Das, who 
later became the professor of P.G. Department of commerce 
at Utkal University. We, his esteemed colleagues loved him 
for his amiable and lovable personality. In fact, very senior 
and experienced teachers in all teaching departments 
commanded love and regards for their profound scholarship, 
ways of teaching and their imposing and yet lovable 
personalities. One unique characteristic that very much 
impressed me in this institution is that the students got 
themselves closely involved in arranging necessary 
infrastructure for holding various cultural functions such 
as annual college drama, annual sports, college union 
functions and other cultural functions. 


The birth anniversary of Late Gangadhar Meher, one 
amongst the foremost pioneering poets of Odia literature, 
was celebrated as a specific and major cultural function in 
this college. I clearly remember that a drama written by Dr. 
Asit Kabi, my senior colleague in Odia department of the 
college was staged on the auspicious occasion, which was 
very much enjoyed by the gathering. Also, the annual college 
drama ‘Janani’ was staged for two consecutive nights and 
was a grand success. I was very much impressed by the 
acting skill of Subrata Mohapatra in a comic role, who later 
earned a good name in Hindi Cinema. But the most notable 
and impressive of all such happenings was the close 
involvement of students in erecting the stage and making 
the function a grand success. 
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At that time, arranging extramural lectures on various 
topics, delivered mostly by members of the teaching staff 
of the college, was a very attractive feature, which were 
attended in large numbers by students and teachers. The 
college authorities, as well as the advisers of various cultural 
societies, invited eminent persons from within and outside 
the state to address the students and teachers. I still 
remember the speech delivered by Pandit Nilakantha Das, 
on Baishnavism, which was very absorbing for his unique, 
eloquent way of delivery and more so for his profound 
scholarship. 


One special event that very much affected my 
grooming as an educationist with an empathetic and holistic 
outlook in future, was my intimate relationship as a friend, 
philosopher and guide with Sri Jayanta Mohapatra, with 
whom I spent a lot of my time. He is also an expert 
photographer and we both went to various places to capture 
the natural beauty through his photographs, which were then 
published in various reputed magazines of India. 


During my stay at Sambalpur, Mr. Pabitra Mohan 
Pradhan, Education Minister of the state, visited the college. 
By that time, Sri Brajabandhu Mishra, an eminent 
mathematician, was our principal. He accompanied Mr. 
Pradhan to physics department. When my turn came to 
introduce myself, I tole him incidentally that my father is 
very close to him. He replied that he had met my father at 
‘Samaj’ office very recently but my father did not tell him 
anything about my posting. About a month after his visit, I 
got the transfer order to B.J.B. College and I had no 
occasion to know whether this transfer order so early was 
possible due to this incidental meeting. 
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However, I built a strong foundation for my 
professional career at G.M. College and my pleasant and 
rich experiences from that college has acted as a permanent 
source of inspiration and encouragement for me to utilise 
my inherent talent and acquired knowledge to serve my 
dear students to the best of my abilities. I left Sambalpur 
on 7.12.1961 to join as a Lecturer in physics at B.J.B. 
College, Bhubaneswar on 12.12.1961. 


Lecturer in Physics at B.J.B. College, Bhubaneswar : 


B.J.B. College was founded a few years back, when I 
joined there. There was no provision yet for teaching honours 
course in any science subjects except mathematics. When 
I joined there, Mr. R. C. Rajguru, an experienced physics 
teacher, was the principal of the college and Mr. R. L. 
Banerjee was my head of physics department. At present, 
when I am narrating details about this institution in year 
2019, most of my revered senior colleagues in various 
departments, such as R. L. Banerjee in physics, Dr. C.N. 
Nanda in chemistry, Dr. Krushna Prasad Mishra in 
philosophy, Sri Janaki Nath Choudhury in English, Dr. 
Bansidhar Mohanty and Dr. Natabar Samantray in Odia, 
Prafulla Kumar Patra in history and Dr. S. N. Mishra in 
economics, to name only a few, are already dead. Three of 
the above mentioned eminent and reputed educationists were 
already established writers in Odia before I joined in B.J.B. 
College; namely, Dr. Bansidhar Mohanty, Dr. Natabar 
Samantray (both critics and essayists) and Dr. Krushna 
Prasad Mishra (short stories), whose collection of books 
were very popular and enriched Odia literature. Articles 
and stories written by them were published regularly in 
‘Jhankar’, the monthly Odia magazine published by 
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Prajatantra Prachar Samiti. Shantanu Kumar Acharya was 
then posted as a lecturer in Chemistry. But then he was 
famous for his unique creations for children literature. His 
first immortal fiction ‘Nara Kinnara’ was yet to be published. 
Of course, at present he is certainly considered as one 
among the towering figures in Odia literature as a novelist 
and short story writer, whose fictions, story collections 
have become very popular among the readers. 


After joining in B.J.B. College, I was taking theory 
classes for both intermediate and B.Sc. (pass) students. I 
was regularly coming to the college by bus, having obtained 
monthly pass at concessional rates from the Road Transport 
Office at Chandanichouk, Cuttack. One significant matter 
that attracted my attention was the two varieties of students 
who took admission in the college. There were students 
from the New Capital, who were children of government 
servants or elected politicians occupying government 
quarters and were educated mostly in English medium 
schools on one side and students coming from old town, 
most of whom were educated in Odia medium schools, on 
the other side. I found that there was a rivalry among those 
students to dominte in the college union elections. We the 
teachers had to tackle this delicate situation to see that 
normalcy prevailed in the college campus. However, it was 
a great pleasure, specifically to teach the students in 
intermediate classes, where some very bright students took 
admission and invariably competed very successfully with 
the bright students of Ravenshaw College to occupy top 
positions in the final examination conducted by Utkal 
University. So far as undergraduate students were concerned, 
bright students were limited among those who opted 
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mathematics honours. It is worthwhile to mention here that 
our honours students competed very successfully with the 
students of Ravenshaw College to occupy top positions in 
the final B.Sc. (Honours) examination in mathematics 
honours conducted by Utkal University. This success was 
possible because of the able guidance and leadership for 
effective teaching by the then head of the department of 
mathematics, Dr. Umakanta Mohapatra. He was then my 
constant partner to play table tennis in the staff common 
room. 


I started speaking in both English and Odia in various 
college functions. My active participation in such cultural 
events attracted the attention of one of my senior colleagues 
in Odia department, Dr. Natabar Samantray. He very often 
came to our department and offered me ‘pan’, knowing very 
well that I was addicted to chewing ‘pan’. He encouraged 
me to write articles for publication in the Odia monthly 
magazine ‘Jhankar’, which was the most prestigious magazine 
in Odia, edited by Dr. Harekrishna Mahatab, who was the 
first Chief Minister of Odisha after independence and 
dominated in the national and state politics for a few 
decades. He was equally famous as an eminent historian 
and an author. He also founded and edited the popular Odia 
daily newspaper ‘Prajatantra’. I did not take Dr. Natabar 
Samantroy’s suggestions seriously at first and told him that 
certainly the editorial board will not accept an article, that 
too on popular science, to be published in a literature- 
magazine, written by an unknown writer. But his constant 
offering of ‘pan’ with a condition to take an article written 
by me on any interesting topic on science and technology, 
continued. At last his affectionate persuation and 
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encouragement could motivate me to act as per his 
suggestions. I submitted an article for publication in Jhankar 
through him and to my utter surprise I could get a copy of 
the magazine by post after about one month in which my 
article was published. I was very happy for this initial success 
and hence forward I regularly submitted articles through 
him for publication in ‘Jhankar’. Since then I have accepted 
Dr. Natabar Samantroy as one of my most favourite well 
wishers and “Dikhya Guru”. I still remember his unique 
elder brother-like affection, encouragement and inspiration, 
which enabled me to equip myself adequately to become an 
essayist in Odia literature on topics of varied interests. 
Due to his forceful initial simulation only I could receive 
the ‘Visuva Award’ as the first significant recognition of my 
literary activities in 1975 in Odia essay writing, jointly 
with eminent physics professor Dr. K. S. K. Murty, a 
brilliant polymath. This award was presented to both of us 
for the book ‘Bigyana Manasa’, published by Books and 
Books, which was a collection of essays, originally written 
in English by Dr. Murty and translated into Odia by me. 
Most of these essays were published earlier in ‘Jhankar’ in 
the past. It so happened that I had the good fortune to meet 
Dr. Mahatab to discuss about certain aspects of modern 
physics in which he was very much interested. I had the 
rare privilege to meet him individually many a times in my 
life usually in the afternoon hours at Prajatantra office, 
which is located near Chandinichouk. I have still preserved 
a few post cards addressed to me by Dr. Mahatab himself, 
reminding me that I have forgotten ‘Jhankar’ for the past 
few months and such letters immensely encouraged me to 
contribute articles regularly to Jhankar. I have written about 
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this memorable episode little elaborately because this initial 
step to become an author hence forward flourished 
automatically to enable me to not only write articles but to 
write books in Odia in favour of publication to enrich Odia 
literature and mainly to foster a scientific temper in the 
minds of the readers. 


A significant and memorable episode in my life 
occurred when I was posted at B.J.B. College. Dr. R. K. 
Satpathy, a brilliant scholar in physics who secured first 
class first position in physics in the M.Sc. Physics 
examination conducted by Utkal University in the year 1959 
was my colleague in the physics department. He was one 
year senior to me and then was a bachelor. At that time I 
thought that he is certainly a suitable person to marry my 
young sister, Debapriya Mishra (Mami). Eventually I also 
shared the quarter in which he was already staying in the 
college campus and one day I suggested this marriage 
proposal to him. He readily gare his consent to see my 
sister first. I agreed to his suggestion and made it convenient 
for him to meet my sister. After that he readily gave his 
consent and as per convention the marriage ceremony was 
celebrated in 1962 at Cuttack. Contextually it is worthwhile 
to mention that Dr. Satpathy became a famous theoretical 
physicist obtaining his Ph.D. degree from Saha Institute of 
Nuclear Physics at Calcutta and occupied the post of 
professor and head of the P.G. department of physics at 
Sambalpur University, Jyoti Vihar, Burla for about two 
decades. After retirement he was selected by UGC as the 
emeritus National Professor of Physics for two years. 


The most significant and memorable incident of my 
life occurred when I was serving at B.J.B. College. In fact, 
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I got married to Gouri Mishra, eldest daughter of my physics 
professor, Dr. Harihara Mishra, on April 21, 1963. All my 
friends and colleagues of B.J.B. College very 
enthusiastically participated in my marriage ceremony as 
my most esteemed guests. We were blessed to become 
parents of my eldest child, a daughter, who was born in a 
cabin at S.C.B. Medical College on 14.6.1964. I shall write 
about my daughter, who was affectionately named ‘Sudharani’ 
by my father, afterwards. But by the time she was born, I 
had occupied a quarter in my individual possession within 
the college campus, in which we stayed with our darling 
daughter for only a few months. Because after serving in 
B.J.B. College for about three years, I was transferred to 
Ravenshaw College, Cuttack and promptly joined there as 
a lecturer in physics on 16.5.1964, after being relieved 
from my duties at B.J.B. College on 15.5.1964 in the 
afternoon. 


My Services at Ravenshaw College : 


I served in Ravenshaw College in three phases : as a 
lecturer in physics from 22.9.1964 to 15.5.1969, as a reader 
in physics, after being promoted to class 1 from 10.9.70 to 
9.8.76 and as vice-principal of the college from 6.8.84 to 
29.10.89. During all these three phases, lasting for about 
16 years, I have served under the following eminent 
educationists as principals of the college : Dr. Bansidhar 
Samantray, Dr. Ramanath Mohanty, Dr. D. C. Mishra, 
Bidhubhusan Das, Dr. K. S. R. Murty, Dr. Mahendra Kumar 
Rout, Dr. K. M. Patnaik, Major Batakrushna Mohanty, Dr. 
Dinabandhu Mishra, Dr. Umakanta Mohapatra and Dr. L.K. 
Dash. 
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Coming from B.J.B. College, I lived with my wife and 
daughter in the same old rented house at Mahidas Bazar, 
where my parents with my brothers and sisters continued 
to stay as before. At that time. I made a solemn promise 
that I will utilise my inherent talent and acquired knowledge 
to spread new ideas and significant information, mean’t for 
my students and the public, as a sacred part of my duties as 
an educationist, a profession which I have adopted 
voluntarily. I knew that if I can write good books of 
contemporary interests on various topics such as new 
discoveries and inventions in science and technology; 
history, sociology and philosophy of science; biographies 
of eminent scientists and ideal leaders in various fields; 
interaction between science and society, environment and 
ecology; climate change; multi-disciplinary topics; 
futurology and utilise my creative abilities to write science 
fiction, then it will not be very difficult on my part to get 
them published by well known publishers of Odia books. In 
those days, publishing books in Odia was mainly confined 
to publishers, who had opened their book shops, located at 
Binode Behari, Balubazar, Nimchouri regions of Cuttack. 
The book market was very near to my residence. As I have 
mentioned earlier, due to my father’s influence, I used to 
borrow books of my liking from their shops and returned 
them undamaged in any way at the earliest after reading 
them. Since these publishers knew me from my childhood, 
I realised that if I can write book of good quality and those 
books were worthy of publishing, then they will not hesitate 
to do so. My humble purpose - the urge or passion to read 
and write - a quality I might have inherited genetically, was 
to enrich Odia literature, writing on such topics which will 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


Born to be a Learner 147 


add new dimensions not yet flourished or developed in Odia 
literature as compared to other Indian languages; to add to 
the vocabulary in Odia language, by forming or coining new 
words for scientific and technical terms in English to 
express our thoughts in mother tongue unambiguously so 
that these words will be used for writing text books and 
reference books for our children; to acquaint as well as to 
awake, my readers about the present and future challenges 
that are to be satisfactorily tackled by human endeavour; 
the need of both reductionist and holistic thinking for 
sustainable human welfare; the frontiers of science, 
technology and social sciences that may lead to a paradigm 
shift in human civilisation and culture for which we have to 
prepare ourselves to avoid future shock; and last but not the 
least to foster a scientific temper in our societies which 
would help to wipe out the evil effects of superstition and 
blind faith from the minds of the people. 


After joining as lecturer in physics at Ravenshaw 
College, I visited Kitab Mahal, a well known book shop at 
College Square, which I knew from my student Life. I also 
knew that its owner Sri Jagadish Chandra Khandai was ever 
eager to satisfy the needs of book lovers. I, as a matter of 
habit, started to visit that shop and purchased a few fictions 
and reference books. After about two months, he one day 
asked me about my identity. I told him that I have joined as 
a lecturer in physics recently at Ravenshaw College and I 
am a book lover. During our conversation I told him about 
my father. Hearing my father’s name, he immediately stood 
up and embraced me. He told me that he knew my father 
intimately. So, on that day, after returning to my residence 
I told my father about the affectionate dealings of Mr. 
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Khandai. I do not know what happened in the meanwhile, 
but the next time when I visited his shop, Sri Khandai told 
me that I can take any fiction or reference book from his 
shop to read and after reading I have to return them 
undamaged or not disfigured at my earliest convenience. 
But if I decide to purchase any of those books I can use 
them as I like. I was already familiar with such conditions 
from publishers at Balu Bazar. Since that early beginning, 
our relationship became more and move intimate with 
passage of time and ultimately our relationship extended to 
both of our families. I write about this event so elaborately 
because Mr. Khandai helped me immensely to enrich my 
personal Library with books of my choice. Whenever I placed 
an order for books, getting the correct references from 
Kanika Library, he used to satisfy my need at the earliest 
by procuring them from outside sources. It always gives 
me immense pleasure to find a new book or a new journal 
on my reading table in my personal library. That is, in fact, 
my only luxury in life. Mr. Khandai was mostly responsible 
for me to enrich the contents of my library. 


But subsequently, because of the use of the internet, 
I found it much more convenient to procure books on line 
from suppliers like Amazon. Eventually, my son, daughter, 
two brothers-in-law and even my darling grand daughter 
Ipsita could provide me my required books and magazines 
on line. This new way of acquiring books made it possible 
for me to get books published in UK or USA within a 
fortnight of their publication, that too at my residence 
without going anywhere. 


So, after joining at Ravenshaw College, in addition to 
teaching my students to the best of my abilities, I continued 
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sincerely to equip myself properly to write articles and 
books in favour of publication as a matter of habit and as 
an unavoidable part of my profession. Even after retirement 
since 1997, I have continued my literary pursuits with same 
vigour and zeal as before. By God’s grace I have written and 
edited about 150 reference books and fiction (shown in 
Appendix-1) both in Odia and English and more than a dozen 
text books for intermediate and undergraduate students, 
which have given immense satisfaction to me as an 
‘intellectual aristocrat’. Moreover, I have published numerous 
articles in all reputed Odia newspapers and magazines, as 
well as in reputed magazines published in English outside 
my state. My articles have been serialised many a times in 
the popular daily ‘Samaj’ for public consumption. 


I am still active as an octogenarian in engaging myself 
very actively in the social media. Everyday I am providing 
more than one article or book reviews for my friends and 
well wishers on my timeline in the Face Book in addition 
to reading new books, purchased online. 


My Association With Bigyan Prachar Samiti : 


After about a few months of my joining at Ravenshaw 
College, one of my colleagues in the physics department, 
Dr. S. N. Torasia, asked me to become a member of Bigyan 
Prachar Samiti. Of course, by that time I was well aware of 
its existence, but could not make it convenient to know 
more details about it. I agreed to his suggestions 
immediately and asked him about the terms and conditions 
to become a member of this pioneering organisation, meant 
to spread scientific knowledge in Odia language in Odisha 
among our students and the knowledge - seeking public. He 
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informed me that the rule is very simple. I had to write an 
application and give it to him so that in the next session of 
the seminar, he will ask the secretary of the Samiti to submit 
my application for its approval. I acted accordingly and 
became a life-member of the Samiti, which was founded by 
two eminent persons, namely, my revered professor in 
chemistry, Dr. Gokulananda Mohapatra and the then director 
of health, Dr. Gopal Chandra Patnaik. In those days, the 
Samiti’s seminars used to be held at least twice in a month, 
mostly on a Sunday, and in each seminar, a president, 
nominated by the members present, conducted the seminar 
proceedings. In every session, one or two articles were 
read by their authors and were thoroughly discussed. Thus 
all ambiguities in the discussed topics were removed and 
the choice of proper words in Odia for technical and 
scientific terms were approved. In course of time, I actively 
participated and read articles written by me very often in 
such seminars, which were well appreciated by my senior 
colleagues. Participation by experienced and learned 
members, such as Dr. G. N. Mohapatra, Dr. G. C. Patnaik, 
Dr. Jayakrushna Mohanty, Dr. Bidyadhar Padhi, Dr. Biswanath 
Sahu of OUAT, Dr. Sukumar Aditya and Dr. Kulamani Samal, 
to name only a few, enhanced the level of discussion to 
very high level. I very much enjoyed these sessions and was 
immensely benefitted by the invaluable lessons I learnt in 
the formative period of my literary career. At that time Dr. 
Bidyadhar Padhi (professor of botany, writer of the popular 
science classic “Ini Bini Jibana”, whose foreward was written 
by Dr. Pranakrushna Parija) was the editor of publications 
of Bigyan Prachar Samiti. 
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The seminars, organised by the Samiti, were then held 
in the quarters or houses of members, who served us with 
high tea. The secretary and the joint secretary of the samiti 
took the responsibility of arranging such seminars, reporting 
the proceedings of a particular seminar at the beginning of 
the next session and declaring the names of writers and the 
topics of their discussion for the next session, and 
acquainting the president elected for each session with the 
programme for that particular session. 


After a few years, in one particular session, the office 
bearers of the Samiti were scheduled to be elected, such as 
secretary, joint secretary, treasurer, and editor of 
publications of the Samiti. Though, as per rules, they were 
to be elected, usually the matter was settled by nominations 
in a very cordial atmosphere. On that scheduled session Dr. 
Bidyadhar Padhi, who held the post of editor for the last 
few years, nominated me to become the editor of 
publications. Though I was a very junior member, his 
proposal was readly approved. So, I became the editor of 
Publications when I was very young and a very junior 
member of the Samiti. Perhaps, because of my active 
participation as a writer of articles for various previous 
seminars conducted by the Samiti and the publications of 
my articles in premier Odia daily newspapers (namely, 
Samaja, Prajatantra and Kalinga) and in Odia magazines such 
as ‘Thankar’ and ‘Asantakali’, my respected senior members 
of the Samiti thought it proper to encourage me in my 
literary pursuits by choosing me as the editor of 
publications. 
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When I was the editor of publications, Sri Banamali 
Patnaik was the minister of education of Odisha. He was 
very much impressed by the contributions made by the 
Samiti for spreading scientific knowledge through its 
publications and other cultural activities. He sanctioned five 
thousand rupees for publication of books on popular science 
on behalf of the Samiti. As a result of this financial 
assistance, five books were published by the Samiti, written 
by learned members and edited be me, namely, ‘Prachina 
Bharatare Bigyana’, ‘Jibana Pain Jala’, ‘Dinosaur’, ‘Bahurupi 
Amabata’, and ‘Ama Ati Darakari Kagaja’. During my tenure 
as editor, annual functions of the Samiti were celebrated, 
once at Vani Vihar, Bhubaneswar and the next year at S.C.S. 
College, Puri.During the function at Puri, a Souvenir was 
inaugurated by the Chief Guest, which was edited by me. It 
gave me immense pleasure to find that those five books 
became very popular and subsequent editions of those books 
were published too. Of course, by then I was not the editor 
of the Samiti, to edit the subsequent editions. 


Because of my frequent transfers and administrative 
engagements, I could not involve myself further in the 
activities of the Samiti from 1980 onwards. But in course 
of time, When I became the secretary of the Board of 
Secondary Education (BSE), Odisha, I included the Samiti’s 
publications for choice of good books by a committee to 
be purchased in favour of distribution to limited number of 
schools each year. I do not know whether this practice is 
still continued at BSE or not. Again, after my retirement 
from government service, when I was appointed as President 
of Odisha Bigyana Academy for two years, ten thousand 
rupees were sanctioned by the Academy in favour of Bigyan 
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Prachar Samiti for arranging a state level seminar in its 
annual function, which was eventually celebrated at 
Ravenshaw College and was a grand success. 


I have written so elaborately about Bigyan Prachar 
Samiti, because I am very much indebted to the Samiti for 
having inspired and encouraged me to write articles and 
edit books in Odia and having enriched Odia literature in 
popular science to the best of my abilities. This initial boost 
and simulation by the Samiti and the blessings and good 
wishes of my learned seniors have acted as a constant source 
of inspiration and encouragement throughout my entire 
literary career. 


Other Notable Activities During My First Phase 
of Posting at Ravenshaw College :- I was assigned to 
take theory classes for students of preprofessional class, 
physics honours class and P.G. class during this first phase 
of posting. I was teaching electronics to the fifth year 
students throughout my first phase of teaching. I taught 
optics to preprofessional students and electricity and 
magnetism to honours students. After the introduction of 
pre-university and pre-professional courses, in place of 
intermediate in science (I.Sc.) classes, no adequate text 
books were available in the market for both these courses 
separately in physics. Students were reading the same text 
books which were very popular for old intermediate courses, 
though those books were not exactly catering to their needs 
properly. I realised that the pre-professional students, that 
is the students of second year science class were particularly 
facing much trouble due to the non-availability of suitable 
books. At that time our family was facing financial scarcity 
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because of the illness of my father. So, I decided to write 
at first a help-book for these students to get some royalty, 
which will certainly add to our family income. After 
completing the writing of the full manuscript, I contacted 
a publisher, who agreed to publish the book. The name of 
that publisher is ‘Jagannath Rath’, about which I shall write 
a little later. This physics book was named “A complete 
Course in Physics” for pre-professional students. It was 
sold like hot cakes and the publisher was pleased to publish 
several editions of the book. In fact, he paid me substantially 
to my satisfaction as remuneration or royalty towards the 
authorship of the book. 


As per my usual practice, I went to Kanika Library 
everyday during my leisure hours. I spent almost two hours 
everyday in the reading room of the library, where popular 
science magazines like Scientific American, Science Digest 
and New Scientist etc. were available. Also, various 
internationally reputed magazines in literature and social 
sciences were displayed, of which Encounter and The 
Economist were my favourite ones. I took notes in my 
diary while reading articles of my interest. I thought that I 
will make good uses of my acquired knowledge to write 
first a book on atomic physics in Odia and told my father 
about my intention. He encouraged me to do so and I 
proceeded to write the book. After completion of writing 
the manuscript my father took me to the proprietors of 
Friends Publishers, a publishing concern, which was 
established a few years back by two friends, Jagannath Rath 
and Sahadeb Pradhan, as joint owners. They accepted my 
manuscript for publication and I was very happy. But 
unfortunately by the time my book went to the press for 
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printing, both friends decided to separate; Sri Pradhan 
inherited the name ‘Friends Publishers’ and Sri Jagannath 
Rath named his publications and the book shop after his 
own name. My first book on popular science, titled :” Anu, 
Paramanu and Paramanu Shakti’”’ was published by Jagannath 
Rath as per the agreement between the two friends during 
separation. Ultimately my first book in Odia was published 
in 1966, which I dedicated to my father. I was encouraged 
by my father and Sri Rath (who had in the mean while 
published my first physics book, as mentioned earlier) to 
write more such popular books in Odia to enrich Odia 
scientific literature. 


During the early sixties, space travel was in its initial 
stage and there was keen competition between the two super 
powers, USA and Soviet Russia, to excel in their 
achievements to send unmanned and manned spaceship to 
space. Though Soviet Russia was the pioneer in space travel 
by first sending a space craft named ‘Sputnik’ to space and 
by first sending a cosmonaut named Yuri Gagarin to space, 
gradually USA competed with Soviet Russia to excel in this 
prestigious adventure. Even, the then President of USA, 
John F. Kennedy, declared boldly that by the end of the 
decade astronauts of USA will be visiting the moon. His 
expectations became fruitful in the year 1969. But space 
science became a thrilling and most exciting subject in 
science and technology to attract public attention. I decided 
to write a book in Odia on space science to cater to the 
needs of my students and the eager public as well. I named 
the book ‘Mahasunya Bigyan’, which was published forthwith 
by Jagannath Rath in the year 1967; of course by that time 
no astronaut had reached the moon. This book became very 
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popular and being encouraged by such initial success, I next 
wrote a small book on photography in Odia, also titled 
“Photography”, which was published in the same year (1967) 
by Jagannath Rath. Thus, by 1967, I earned a good name as 
a writer in popular science. Till then, my revered professor 
Dr. G. N. Mohapatra was the only popular writer in Odia, 
who dominated the book market so far as popular science 
was concerned. 


In the meanwhile, my classmate and close friend from 
school days, Sri Bharat Chandra Mallick (who secured the 
second position in matriculation examination and stood first 
class first in M.A. examination in economics in 1960), 
who was then a lecturer in economics, asked me to write 
a book on general knowledge with him as co-author. It was 
decided that he will write the humanities portion and I shall 
write the science portion. Ultimately our plan was carried 
out successfully and Jagannath Rath published the book. 
Though other books written by our senior colleagues were 
available in the market, the book written by us became the 
best-seller and most popular among students. 


Thus by the time I was transferred to S.C.S. College, 
Puri and joined in that institution on 16.5.1969, I had 
established myself as a popular author among students. 
Various colleges of Odisha were inviting me to become a 
speaker in their annual science society functions. It also 
gave me immense pleasure and self-satisfaction to speak 
on such occasions. My colleagues in those colleges praised 
and encouraged me to continue my intellectual and literary 
pursuits for the benefit of our students. 
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Of course, I remained as a member of the teaching 
staff of S.C.S. College, Puri only for about six months, till 
4.11.1969; but the most exciting event that happened during 
my stay there was the first visit of any human being to the 
moon. This historic event was indeed a paradigm shift in 
human culture and civilisation, that is, the commencement 
of the spage age, with space as the new frontier, in addition 
to land, air and the sea. Of course we could not see directly 
the images of Neil Armstrong for the first time in human 
history put his foot steps on the surface of the moon, 
followed by Buzz Aldrin; because at that time TV broadcast, 
any sort of social media, or any sort of smart phone was 
not available. We had to depend only on radio broadcasts 
and print media to know the details about the Apollo moon 
mission and the historic success of Apollo-11 mission to 
successfully land Armstrong and Aldrin on the surface of 
the moon on July 20, 1969. Though I collected all relevant 
data from the print media, but I preferred to record 
exhaustive notes from the weekly magazine ‘TIME’, which 
was then available in S.C.S. College library. The idea of 
writing a book on space travel leading to man’s landing on 
the moon germinaited in my mind and accordingly I engaged 
myself to gather all relevant data for the same. 


By the time I joined as a lecturer in physics at S.C.S. 
College, Puri, the P.G. Department of physics at Vani Vihar 
was well established. Dr. Bibhuti Bhusan Deo was then the 
professor and head of the department; Dr. Kulamani Samal 
and Dr. Prasanta Kumar Mishra held the post of reader in 
physics. In addition, there were a few lecturers. On a chance 
meeting, I could know from Dr. Samal that Junior Research 
Scholarship was then available, and as I am eager to do 
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research leading to a Ph.D degree, I can apply for the same. 
He was already very familiar with me as a colleague in 
Ravenshaw College, as well as a very senior and active 
member of Bigyan Prachar Samiti. He readily agreed to be 
my guide and then in consultation with Dr. Deo, I decided 
to join there as a junior research scholar, under the guidance 
of Dr. Samal, who kindly gave his consent readily for the 
same. I thought that as long as my ailing father is somehow 
physically fit, I can take this risk to obtain a Ph.D. degree. 
So, I applied for the same and got the scholarship. Without 
any further delay, I got relieved from my job at S.C.S. 
College, Puri on 4.11.69 and joined as a junior research 
scholar in the P.G. Department of Physics at Vani Vihar on 
7.11.69. 


I was happy to find my close friend and classmate Sri 
Ambuja Mohan Patnaik and a few other friends were visiting 
the physics department for the same purpose. We were 
asked by Dr. Deo to first acquaint ourselves with the latest 
developments in our subject before taking up any projects 
for research. For gaining such advanced knowledge, we had 
to attend classes and were examined at intervals. After about 
ten months, while I was making necessary preparations to 
start a project to conduct research work on ultrasonics under 
the guidance of Dr. Samal, my father became critically ill 
and almost lost his eye sight. Moreover, I was blessed with 
a son on 3.4.1970, who was born at S.C.B. Medical College. 
My father named him ‘Girijakanta’, about whom I shall write 
later. Being the eldest son of the family and the only other 
earning member, I now faced a miserable situation. I could 
realise that it will be impossible any further to manage our 
family with the scholarship money amounting to a 
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consolidated rupees two hundred fifty per month. Under 
such circumstances. Prof. Deo and Dr. Samal consoled me 
to wait for good days in future; they advised me to approach 
the D.P.1., requesting him to give me a posting at Cuttack 
or Bhubaneswar, which will enable me to tackle this 
situation. 


So, I decided to approach Professor Bidhubhusan Das, 
who was then the director of education. Prof. B. Das was 
my principal at Ravenshar College for a short-while 
(10.6.68-30.7.68), before joining as D.P.I. Iwas then a 
lecturer there. But I had presented him all the three popular 
Science books written by me by that time through post for 
his kind appreciation. So, when I met him in his office 
chamber and narrated before him my purpose of meeting 
him, he asked me to sit on a chair. Then he assured me not 
to be worried so much, as some posts of lecturer in physics 
are lying vacant in Ravenshaw College and I may expect a 
posting order within a few days. I was very much astonished 
that when he started encouraging to pursue my literary 
activities with renewed vigour for enriching Odia literature. 
I was immensely pleased for his kind words. It is not out 
of context to mention here that he remained my guardian, 
philosopher and well wisher all throughout his life till his 
sad demise. 


In fact only after a week I got a posting as a lecturer 
in physics at Ravenshaw Colege along with two others. I 
got relieved from my assignment as a junior research 
scholar from Vani Vihar in the forenoon on 10.9.76 and 
joined at Ravenshaw College in the afternoon. Thus started 
my second phase of service at Ravenshaw College as a 
lecturer in physics, which lasted upto 9.8.76 for six years. 
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My second phase of service at Ravenshaw College : 


After joining Ravenshaw College, I was assigned to 
take classes on quantum mechanics with fifth year science 
students and two periods per week with sixth year students 
who have taken electronics as their special paper. Thus my 
taking theory classes were mostly limited to P.G. students, 
though I took practical classes with intermediate and 
undergraduate students. Throughout my teaching career I 
have always tried to use the best of my abilities to keep 
myself up-to-date with the subjects I was teaching. To enable 
myself for this task I used to visit Kanika Library and I 
developed the habit of purchasing the latest books on those 
teaching-subjects from my favourite book shop. It is my 
strong convinction that those institutions of higher learning 
which possess the facilities for both teaching and research, 
should lay equal emphasis for both. Now the ranking of 
quality of these institutions at national and international 
levels are mostly based on R & D activities. Of course, 
inventing or discovering new ideas is of foremost 
importance; but to see that it materialises as per expectations 
we have to produce proper human resources by properly 
teaching and guiding our students for the purpose. I also 
consider it very significant to acquire knowledge about the 
frontiers of science and technology and the impact of the 
latest contributions of science and technology on our society 
for the present as well as the near future. I earnestly feel 
that students should be made aware of the latest challenges 
faced by the society and how to solve those challenges by 
using our acquired knowledge and experiences both from 
traditional as well as modern technologies so that the fruits 
of science and technology could be utilised for the 
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sustainable and inclusive welfare of mankind. I feel no 
hesitation to state that all through my teaching career I 
have tried my best to guide my students so that they can- 
become useful social products for the society and the nation 
at large irrespective of the profession they adopt in their 
working lives. While writing now about my role as a teacher 
in the past, I feel immense self-satisfaction that I have 
become successful to stick to my principles throughout 
the whole of my teaching career for which I have received 
love and regards in abundance from my students. 


As I mentioned earlier, I was writing a book on space 
travel, leading to man’s first landing on the moon. By the 
time I joined at Ravenshaw College in this second phase of 
my service as a lecturer, the manuscript was complete. I 
named the well illustrated book ‘Chandra Bijaya’, which 
was published by my earlier publisher Jagannath Rath in 
1971. This book became very popular and the publisher 
was pleased to produce reeditions of the book a few times. 


I had taken electronics as my special paper in my 
postgraduate stage. During our student career, all electronic 
instruments and gadgets were using vacuum tubes as the 
essential electronic components. In the late 1940s, the 
invention of the transistor became possible; and transistor 
was, in fact a paradiagmatic discovery which led to the 
miniaturisation of the electronic instruments and making 
them portable, user-friendly and much more efficient than 
before. John Bardeen, William Shockley and Walter Brattain 
of Bell Telephone Laboratory of US received Nobel Prize 
in physics in 1956 for this historic discovery. When we 
were P.G. students we used both vacuum tubes and transistors 
while conducting experiments in the electronics laboratory. 
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By the time I served as a lecturer in Ravenshaw College, no 
microchip or microprocessor were yet invented. Only 
transistors were used in all electronic instruments. Even 
computers at the initial stage of development used 
transistors. After joining in Ravenshaw College in my second 
phase, I decided to first write in detail about the gradual 
development of electronics from its initial stages, leading 
to the use of transistors in the electronic industry. I 
completed the writing of this book within a year and named 
it “Electronicsra Itibrutta” (That is, all relevant details about 
the history of electronics). I submitted the same for 
publication, this time with Friends Publishers. This book, 
the first of its kind in Odia literature on electronics, was 
published in 1971. Of Course, later on with passage of 
time I wrote a good number of books on micro-electronics, 
the invention of microchips, microprocessors, integrated 
circuits and the like leading to the digital revolution, 
robotics, artificial intelligence and the ongoing fourth 
industrial revolution to enrich Odia literature, keeping pace 
with the rapid advancements in this field leading to a 
revolution in information technology (IT) and laying the 
strong foundation for the establishment of global 
‘knowledge society’ of the 21st century. 


Another such paradiagmatic discovery took place in 
the early 1950s to usher the commencement of a scientific 
revolution in life sciences. James D. Watson and Francis 
Crick, conducting research activities at Cambridge 
University, discovered the double helix structure of the DNA 
molecule and published the results of their research in April 
1953 in the journal Nature. Thereby, they revealed how 
DNA molecule (or the gene) was able to reproduce itself 
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and how through its immense variety it was able to pass on 
genetic instructions from one generation to the next. For 
this epoch-making discovery James D. Watson, Francis 
Crick and Maurice Wilkins were awarded the Nobel Prize 
in Physiology or Medicine in 1962. This historic discovery 
paved the way for more than 60 years of explosive scientific 
avhievements of huge significance both in scientific terms 
and in its technological and social implications. From the 
cloning of animals, to the implications of genetics for 
modern agriculture, from the early days of molecular 
biology to the achievement of human genetic project, from 
stem cell therapy to the editing of genes by the latest 
CRISPR Cas9 technology, from providing the genetic code 
(or the gene-horoscope) of the individual person to 
customised gene therapy, molecular biology and molecular 
bioengineering have led to major multidisciplinary 
developments which are destined to affect in major ways 
the present and future of human life everywhere. Till 1970s, 
I found no popular science literature on molecular biology 
in Odia and I thought it proper to write a book at the earliest 
to enlighten my students and the public about this new 
revolution in life science. I consulted all science-magazines 
in Kanika Library and took the help of specifically two 
books, namely, “Double Helix”, a classic by now in popular 
science written by James D. Watson and another book titled 
“Genetic Code”, written by Isaac Asimov, one of the most 
distinguished and influencial author of popular science in 
our life-time. I named my book ‘Jibanara Chhanda’, which 
was published by Friends Publishers in 1973. It is in fact 
the first book to enrich Odia literature on genetics and 
molecular biology. 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


164 Born to be a Learner 


On 9.8.1976, I received the government order stating 
that I have been promoted to class 1 and was posted as 
deputy director (science) in DPJ office, Bhubaneswar. 
Accordingly I got myself relieved from my duties and went 
to DPI office the very next day to join in the new job. But 
for reasons best known to the government, I was told by the 
then DPI, Dr. D. C. Mishra, that this order has been 
cancelled and as per the revised order, I am posted as Reader 
in Physics at Ravenshaw College. I had to wait for ten days 
to receive the revised order, and again joined as Reader in 
Physics in Ravenshaw College on 19.8.76 and continued in 
that post till 19.1.81, for about more than four years. 


My Association with National Book Trust (NBT), India : 


In the early 1970s, I received a post card from 
renowned poet and eminent administrator Sri Ramakant Rath, 
informing me that my name has been suggested to translate 
the biography of internationally reputed Indian scientist J. 
C. Bose in Odia and he expected me to accept the proposal. 
After a few days, I received a letter from NBT, to that 
effect. Accordingly, I readily accepted that proposal and 
submitted the translated manuscript to the concerned 
authorities after six months. It was published by NBT in 
1973 and in the meanwhile it has undergone many 
reeditions. This event started my intellectual relationship 
with NBT, which continued uninterrupted till last few years. 


In course of time, I was selected as a member of the 
Advisory Council (Odia) of NBT for two terms. I was a 
regular reviewer of books published by NBT and I had also 
attended many cultural functions arranged by NBT at 
different places in Odisha, such as Bhubaneswar, Salipur 
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and Cuttack. I was taking active parts in the cultural functions 
organised by NBT, when book exhibitions were conducted 
on behalf of the Trust at Cuttack as an expert in popular 
science. 


Once in an Advisory Council meeting, presided by the 
then Chairman of the Trust, eminent historian Bipan Chandra, 
]I suggested to publish the biographies of two eminent 
scientists of Odisha. In response to my suggestions, the 
Chairman asked me to suggest two names; and accordingly 
I chose the names of Dr. Pranakrushna Parija and Samant 
Chandrasekhar. This suggestion was approved by the council. 
Eventually, I had to write the biography of Dr. Parija in 
Odia and it was first published by NBT in 2005. As I 
understood, this book has been reprinted by the Trust. But 
I still do not know what happened about the biography of 
Samant Chandrasekhar. 


In another Advisory Committee meeting I had 
suggested that the biography of Binode Kanungo be published 
by NBT. I am happy that my suggestions was carried out 
and in the meanwhile I could know that the book has already 
been published by the NBT; but I have not been able to get 
a copy yet, either from NBT or from the local market. 


The following four books were also published by NBT, 
which were translated by me : 


(1) Bigyan O’ Tume; original wirter : Dr. Jayant Narlikar, 
published in 2003; 


(2) Biswa Parikrama; original writer : Dr. Jayant Narlikar, 
published in 2003; 
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(3) Meghnad Saha; a biography, originally written by 
Enakhi Chatterji; published in 2004; and 


(4) Nano : Parabarti Biplaba; originally written by Mohan 
sunder Rajan, published in 2007. 


For the last few years, there was no contract from my 
side; and also NBT authorities have not contacted me any 
further for any purpose. However, as I have narrated above 
I had maintained an enjoyable intellectual relationship with 
NBT for a good number of years. 


My Research Activities : I have conducted research 
in both experimental physics and theoretical physics while 
serving at Ravenshaw College. I first conducted research 
on the topic ‘Microwave Absorption and Molecular 
Structure, under the guidance of Professor Harihara Mishra. 
But because of my family troubles and transfers I could not 
concentrate properly on my research activities. I thought it 
better not to prevent other researchers from using the 
experimental set-up that was created in the electronics 
research laboratory for this purpose, instead, I decided to 
conduct research in theoretical physics. 


I started my research in theoretical nuclear physics 
under the guidance of Dr. R. K. Satpathy, on the topic 
“Optical Rotational Mode!” and two papers were published 
with me as co-author in the Nuclear Physics and solid state 
physics symposium, organised by Bhabha Atomic Research 
Centre in 1972 and 1975. 


I suffered a tremendous shock when my father 
breathed his last after a long illness on July 30, 1978. I 
could not any more concentrate on doing research, co- 
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ordinating with my guide at a distant place. Moreover, I was 
transferred to a distant place, which I could not oblige 
because of adverse circumstances and decided to stay on 
Jeave for some time. 


I approached the then commissioner and secreatary 
Education, the renowned poet, Dr. Sitakant Mohapatra, who 
knew me closely earlier as a writer of popular science and 
as an active member associated with cultural activities at 
Universe. I narrated all my difficulties before him. 
Incidentally he asked me about my literary activities and I 
told him that I have just started writing a book and tentatively 
titled it “Bhashanusandhan”, which is an integrated approach 
related to philosophy and sociology of science. My humble 
purpose is to show that instead of two separate cultures, 
that is humanities and science, we have to see that science 
becomes thoroughly integrated with our social life so that 
we will enjoy only one holistic culture and this will lead to 
better understanding, enriching the quality of our lives. He 
was very happy and suggested that I may convert this book 
into a thesis in Odia literature, leading to a D. Litt degree. 
He further clarified that if I prefer to take this step, then I 
can avail study leave with full pay. Till then I had absolutely 
no idea whether this was a possibility. Therefore, I asked 
him about the formal process and how to find a guide for 
me in Odia department, who would guide me in a subject of 
my choice. He remained silent for a while and then informed 
me that this is possible and a suitable guide can be found 
out. The very next day I again approached him and he said 
that Dr. K. C. Sahu, then posted as a Reader in Odia, in the 
P.G. Department of Odia at Vani Vihar has kindly agreed to 
accept me as his research scholar. After that, I followed the 
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usual procedure and the study leave was sanctioned. I got 
relieved from my post as Reader in physics from Ravenshaw 
College and remained on study leave from 1.9.81 to 
18.10.82 to complete the manuscript of my thesis, which 
was approved by my guide after a thorough inspection. 
Ultimately I submitted the thesis in favour of awarding me 
a D.Litt degree from Utkal University. I was awarded the 
degree of D.Litt by Utkal University in 1984 for the topic, 
“Manabikatara Pratistha Pain Antahbyaktika Vashanusandhan”. 
My thesis was subsequently published by the publisher 
‘Books and Books’ in 1988 and was reviewed by eminent 
critics who highly praised my literary efforts in a new 
direction. 


After the completion of my study leave, I was posted 
as deputy director (science), an administrative post in the 
directorate of education, which I occupied from 18.10.82 
to 1.7.84. 


Deputy Director (Science) :- The government order 
of apointing me a deputy director was defective in the sense 
that I was asked to join at SCERT office, instead of the 
directorate of education. It took about four to five months 
to rectify the mistake. But this faulty posting acted as a 
golden opportunity for me because I came in close contact 
with the then director of SCERT, Dr. Sarat Chandra Dash, 
who in addition to being a renowned educationist, was a 
poet, writer of children literature and able administrator, 
possessing a charming personality. Also, at SCERT, Dr. 
Narendra Prasad Das, an eminent popular science writer 
and a reputed zoologist, was appointed as Reader in Science. 
Both Dr. Das and myself arranged various district level 
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science exhibitions, one state level science exhibition at 
Paradeep, various workshops and seminars through the help 
of our trained demonstrators for the qualitative upliftment 
of science education in our state Dr. Dash, our director, 
was a constant source of inspiration and encouragement 
for us. I learnt many things related to ways and style of 
writing popular science for students in a more interesting 
and convincing manner. Though after a few months, as per 
the modified order, I joined in the directorate to serve as 
deputy director, Dr. Dash remained my well wisher and 
guide till he breathed his last. (I am very happy that Dr. 
Digaraj Bramha’s biography on Dr. Dash has been published 
in 2018.) Many years after I left SCERT, he asked me to 
write a biography of Marie Curie for publication, which I 
wrote and was published by SCERT in 1989. For the few 
months I spent at the directorate, I was fortunate to avail 
the good companyof my old friend, Sri Sarat Kumar Mohanty, 
an eminent mathematician and a well renowned writer, as 
my colleague. He was then posted as deputy director 
(planning) in the directorate. We both knew each other very 
intimately because both of us were students of Ravenshaw 
Collegiate School, Sti Mohanty being one year senior to 
me. During leisure hours, we usually discussed about 
philosophy and sociology of science and on various topics 
related to science and technology, which both of us enjoyed 
to our heart’s content. It is not out of context to mention 
here that Sarat Kumar Mohanty and Chittaranjan Das (My 
dear “Chitta Bhai”) were my life-long friend, philosopher 
and source of encouragement to enlighten me whenever I 
needed their help. After their sad demise, I now feel 
friendless so far as my literary life is concerned. 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


170 Born to be a Learner 


My stay at the directorate ended on 6.8.84, as I 
received a government order to join as Vice-Principal at 
Ravenshaw College. As a result, I relieved myself from the 
job at the directorate and joined as Vice-Principal of 
Ravenshaw College, Cuttack on the same day. I stayed in 
that post until 23.10.1989. This was my third and final phase 
of services at Ravenshaw College. My activities during this 
last phase at Ravenshaw College, which is, in fact the most 
productive period of my literary life, is the topic of 
discussion of the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER - II 


My Last Phase of Service At Ravenshaw 
College As Vice-Principal 


During the period I served as Vice-principal of Ravenshaw 
College from 1984 to 1989, I had to serve under three 
principals in the following order : Dr. Dinabandhu Mishra, 
Dr. Umakanta Mohapatra and Dr. L. K. Dash. The Vice- 
Principal post is of the rank of a reader in OES-1. I was 
assigned mostly to take care of accounts and service books 
of the employees of the college, in addition to assisting 
the principal in the conduct of college, CHSE and university 
examinations. My official workload was usually taken care 
of during college hours, that is, from 10 am to 5 pm. 
Looking back, I now realise that this period was the most 
productive period of my cultural and literary life. 


The most memorable and significant event during this 
period was the friendship and intimacy I developed with Sri 
Chittaranjan Das, whom I respectfully addressed as Chitta 
Bhai. We became so intimate that we spent our evening 
hours and most of the working-time in holidays, discussing 
about books, journals and various aspects about interactions 
of science and technology with society. At that time I was 
occupying a quarter in the campus of Ravenshaw College 
and had developed my personal library to my atmost 
satisfaction, which possessed classics, well renowned books 
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on social sciences, frontiers of science and technology, 
biographies of eminent persons, futurology, best-selling 
fictions, science fiction, and magazines and journals of 
national and international repute. All throughout my life, I 
have tried to equip my library with books written by eminent 
authors and critics, best-sellers and the like to the best of 
my abilities. I have spent almost all the extra money I earned 
through various sources, leaving aside my basic pay, to 
purchase books and journals. It has become a personal habit, 
which continues even today, with me to possess the books 
that I choose for my library at the earliest by adopting all 
possible ways, till I become successful. Chitta Bhai and 
myself exchanged books and talked mostly about invaluable 
publications in the past and at modern times mostly about 
social sciences, spending most of our time in my library 
over cups of tea. He was very affectionate to both of my 
children and we treated him as a member of our family as 
my elder brother. 


Once we decided that we will form a group of a very 
limited number, confined to about twenty people, who are 
young lecturers or authors and who have shown signs of 
their creative and literary talent through their initial attempts. 
We named this group “Sahitya Samikhya”. We usually gave 
a book of our choice to a member asking him to write a 
detailed review of the book in such a way that one interested 
reader will understand the central idea contained in the book 
and its relevance to society. This review was read by the 
author in a session, which was instituted once every fortnight 
on Sundays in my quarters in the afternoon. After the review 
was read by the author, it was thoroughly discussed and 
modified (if necessary) as per the suggestions of the 
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members and other eminent persons who were present. The 
author usually submitted the revised version of the review 
to me or to Chitta Bhai; of course, they were at liberty to 
publish their reviews in the print media, whichever way 
they liked. Gradually the proceedings of our review sessions 
became so popular that some eminent intellectuals like 
Professor Sadasiv Misra, Sri Binode Kanungo, Sri Gobind 
Senapati and Sri R. N. Das (both DG police), Dr. Kunja 
Behari Das, Dr. Harihara Mishra, Sri Rabindra Nath Sahu, 
to name a few, became interested in our reading sessions, 
and of their own accord, actively participated in those 
sessions to enrich the quality of our discussion. But after 
the conduction of these “Samikhya Sessions” for about two 
years, we had stopped instituting any more sessions because 
of unavoidable circumstances. 


Chitta Bhai was responsible to associate me with two 
foremost cultural organisations at Cuttack, that is, (1) Odia 
Gabeshana Parishad, of which my close friend and colleague 
of Odia department, Late Dr. Khetrabasi Nayak was the 
prominent founder, and (2) the Universe, whose source of 
inspiration was its founder, Sri Girija Bhusan Patnaik. As 
long as Chitta Bhai stayed at Cuttack, in S.C.B. Medical 
College quarters, we both attended all the meetings and 
seminars conducted by Parishad at Cuttack and various other 
places. I took active part in many of its sessions, which I 
enjoyed very much. In fact, one session of the Parishad was 
held in my quarters. As I clearly remember, its annual 
sessions were very interesting and discussions were of very 
high standard. I was very much pleased to write the foreword 
of a book written by eminent critic Sri Rai Charan Das, 
published by the Parishad. It was a most pleasing episode 
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in my life, to find a detailed 18-page review of my D.Litt. 
thesis, published by Books and Books in 1988, titled 
“Vasanusandhan”, written by Sri Rabindra Nath Sahu, and 
was published in the mouthpiece of the Parishad ‘Eshana’s 
1989 annual issue, which was very much appreciated by my 
friends and others. In course of time, due to excessive 
pressure of the workload as an administrator in various 
capacities, I have lost contact with this famous institution; 
but I know that this institution is still as active and productive 
now as it was in the past. 


My Association with Universe : 


Chitta Bhai sincerely wanted that I should associate 
myself with all the cultural activities held at the cultural 
organisation named “Universe”. He, in fact, took me to 
attend a few meetings held at Universe to which eminent 
scholars were invited to deliver talks on various 
contemporary topics. I enjoyed such events there and 
gradually became intimate with its founder and chief source 
of inspiration, Sri Girija Bhusan Patnaik. Of course, I had 
earlier come to the campus of the Universe, which was 
used as a venue for holding the birthday anniversary of 
Albert Einstein, as I was the life-long President of Einstein 
Science Club and presided over all the meetings and 
functions and edited all its publications. But I did not know 
that this cultural organisation, which had by then earned 
national and international repute, conducts national and 
international seminars on various topics, such as ‘Societies 
in Transition, Climate change, Gandhism and its relevance 
at modern times. Comparative religions and challenges for 
the present etc. When I associated myself closely with all 
the cultural activities conducted by Universe, I could come 
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in close contact with Late Justice Harihara Mohapatra and 
Professor Dr. Sadasiv Mishra who were then acting as the 
advisers for conducting all sorts of meetings and functions, 
including the national and international seminars. I could 
find a core group, consisting of eminent intellectuals of 
the state, such as Dr. Sitakant Mohapatra, Sri Bighnaraj Patel, 
Sri S. R. Pal, Sri Chittaranjan Das, Sri Gobind Senapati, to 
name only a few, who were arranging the programmes, the 
subjects of discussion in various sections while conducting 
national and international seminars, and taking care of all 
publications based on the proceedings of the conducted 
seminars. I gradually became a member of this core group 
and was given the opportunity to act as convenor of 
particular session during the conduct of the seminars, which 
were often extended for more than one day. I very often 
participated in the usual meetings, held at regular intervals 
in the meeting-hall of the Universe and could enjoy self- 
satisfaction when I answered the questions raised by the 
receptive audience. Due to the untiring efforts of Sri Girija 
Bhusan Patnaik, all such meetings and functions could be 
held very successfully as per the previously planned 
programmes. Due to my close association with Chitta Bhai 
both of us were very intimately associated with all such 
cultural activities for more than a decade. 


I also regularly contributed articles to the mouthpiece 
of Universe, titled “Multiverse”. It gave me immense 
pleasure to act as a co-editor with Chitta Bhai, to edit the 
volume, titled “Comparative Religion and the Challenges 
of the Present”, published by its agency Printoverse. A few 
years later, I also edited a volume titled ‘Swadhinatapara 
Odisha (1947-1999)’, published by Printoverse. 
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Padmabhusan Dr. Radhanath Rath, the then editor of 
‘Samaj’ was also taking keen interest in the proceedings of 
important national and international seminars, conducted 
by Universe. He actively participated as a distinguished 
member of the audience, in any of the sections of his own 
choice, while such seminars were conducted. I had the good 
fortune to find his benign presence in two such sessions 
conducted by me. When those sessions came to an end, he 
came forward to embrace me and bless me to keep my 
intellectual pursuits uninterrupted. The proceedings of all 
such seminars were also published in the daily ‘Samaj’, 
which was certainly a source of encouragement for all of 
uS. Getting an opportunity to come closely in contact with 
such eminent persons and receiving their words of 
encouragement, valuable suggestions and blessings were 
certainly very significant and memorable events in my 
literary life. 


After Chitta Bhai left Cuttack and stayed at 
Bhubaneswar, my contact with him as well as with Universe 
graduaally came to an end. Moreover, after my transfer 
from Ravenshaw College, I had to take up various 
administrative jobs, which deprived me from finding time 
to associate myself with this institution as before. After 
the sad demise of both Chitta Bhai and Sri Girija Bhusan 
Patnaik, I almost lost contact with this institution. But Sri 
Kishore Tripathy, an employee of the institution and the 
person-in-charge of all its cultural activities requested me 
persistently over phone to participate in the cultural 
activities as before. In response to his requests, I, of course, 
attended about five meetings conducted by Universe and 
took active part in almost all of them. But I could not find 
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the same intellectual environment that prevailed in the past 
during the conduct of all such functions. Moreover, I found 
that, though earlier the meeting-hall was filled with large 
number of receptive audience, these days the audience was 
limited to ten or fifteen persons. Therefore, I was not 
motivated or enthused to attend any more cultural functions 
conducted by this organisation. I certainly felt the absence 
of an efficient co-ordinator like Sri G. B. Patnaik and the 
eminent advisers like Justice Harihara Mohapatra or Dr. 
Sadasiv Mishra in this institution. In fact, I realised that for 
this institution to revive and restore its earlier glorious 
tradition, there is an urgent need of a core committee as it 
possessed in the past and a very active and energetic 
president to inspire or encourage them to raise the quality 
of its cultural activities to the earlier standard, for which 
this famous institution gained national and international 
reputation and we could avail the opportunity very often to 
meet and exchange ideas with foreign experts and 
researchers in these cultural functions. It is not out of 
context to mention here that my close association with 
Universe was one of the most memorable episode of my 
life, from which I could learn many fresh ideas to enrich 
my literary and cultural contributions in the future. 


My Close Association with Ravenshaw College Old 
Boys’ Association : 


In the first chapter, I have already described about the 
role and significance of Ravenshaw College Old Boys’ 
Associaton, which I need not repeat here. But while I was 
vice-principal of the college, once in the annual session of 
the Association, my name was nominated by eminent 
educationist Professor Bama Charan Das to act us secretary 
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of the Association and the name of Sri Khatau Sunder Das 
was proposed to act as joint secretary. The proposal was 
approved by the general body and we took charge as office 
bearers of the Association. After a few days Justice Harihara 
Mohapatra resigned from the post of President of the 
Association and Dr. Harihara Patnaik, Ex-vice-chancellor 
of Berhampur University became its President. During his 
Presidentship, when Dr. Umakanta Mohapatra was the 
principal of the college, the annual commemoration function 
of the Association was celebrated as usual. In this function 
we felicitated eminent educationist and old teacher of the 
college Dr. Sri Ram Chandra Dash and the Gyanpith Award 
winner, eminent novelist Sri Gopinath Mohanty. In fact, this 
was the last annual function of this historic Association. 
Because, during a students agitation the college office was 
set on fire and in addition to other losses, the file dealing 
with Old Boys’ Association was destroyed. I clearly 
remember, in the meanwhile, for the next annual function, 
the names of two eminent old teachers, namely professor 
Nanda Kishore Mishra (English) and Professor Madan 
Mohan Nanda (Mathematics) were approved by the 
executive body of the Association to be felicitated. 


Ultimately, the authorities of the college thought it 
better to abolish this nationally reputed Association and in 
its place founded a new organisation “Ravenshaw College 
Improvement Trust”. By that time I was no more connected 
officially with Ravenshaw College and was transferred 
elsewhere. Of Course, I remained a member of this Trust 
for a short one term and then 1 lost touch with the Trust 
because of other pressing engangements. 
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Therefore, I think it proper to mention here that I was 
the last secretary and last office bearer of this Association 
who is alive today. All other office bearers including the 
last president and joint secretary are dead by now. I could 
know from some of my friends that during the last few 
years, under the guidance of some enthusiastic old 
Ravenshawrians, the Association has been revived; but 
nobody has thought it proper to inform me about the same 
or to let me know about any of its functions, even though 
I reside in my home very near to the Ravenshaw University 
campus. Whatever it may be, the historic role played by 
this Association in the cultural history of the state will be 
ever remembered as a glorious chapter. 


My Other Activities Before I left Ravenshaw College : 
(a) My Daughter’s Marriage : 


My daughter Sudharani, after passing the M.A. 
Examination in Economics, securing the first class first 
position from Utkal University and obtaining her M.Phil. 
degree in Economics from the same university, got married 
to Sri Pravat Ranjan Acharya who is a civil servant belonging 
to the Indiana Audit and Accounts Service, on February 25, 
1988. Her marriage ceremony was held in my quarter at 
Ravenshaw College. About a thousand of my friends, 
colleagues and eminent persons of the state graced the 
function to bless the newly married couple. The marriage 
ceremony was a grand success and a memorable occasion 
in my life. 

(b) My Association with Theosophical Society : 


Eminent doctors - Dr. Ram Chandra Rath, Dr. Sarat 
Chandra Mishra and Dr. Mahendra Chandra Mishra - 
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persistently suggested me to become a member of the 
Theosophical Society (Cuttack Branch), which was instituted 
in its own building located just in front of the famous Kali 
Temple, Kaligali, Cuttack. I accepted their suggestions and 
became a member of the Society. I remained a member and 
participated in all its meetings held at regular intervals in 
the evening hours, till 1 was transferred from Cuttack as 
Principal of Government College, Rourkela. I edited the 
mouthpiece of the Society, titled ‘Theoscientist’, for a few 
years till I lost contact with Society under unavoidable 
circumstances. 


(c) Edited A Bimonthly Magazine on Popular Science : 


I edited a bimonthly magazine on popular science and 
technology, named “‘Sampratika Bigyana” for more than two 
years, which was published by S. B. Publications, Cuttack. 
After my transfer from Cuttack to Rourkela, the publication 
of this magazine was stopped. However, during this short 
period, for which it was published, it gained immense 
popularity among teachers and students of the state, which 
provided me immense self-satisfaction. 


(d) I co-edited a Souvenir “Youth of the Great” 
(Souvenir 1985 : International Youth Year published by 
‘Samaj’, Gopabandhu Bhavan, Cuttack-1) : 


My other co-editors for this unique publication were 
Chitta Bhai, Professor D. K. Ray (English) and Srimati 
Manorama Mohapatra. Four of us devoted a month to edit 
this volume, in which I wrote the brief life-sketches of 
eminent Indian scientists of international repute. This 
editing effort was very enjoyable for each one of us. 
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(e) Other literary and cultural activities : 


The period for which I remained Vice-principal of 
Ravenshaw College, was the most productive period of my 
life. Both Chitta Bhai and myself conducted many seminars 
held in the evening hours in various hostels at Ravenshaw 
College and also in the various teaching - departments of 
the college. I delivered a lot of talks in the school education 
programme of All India Radio, Cuttack and also delivered 
a lot of talks on science and technology for consumption 
of the public in radio and television broadcasts, which were 
very much appreciated by my friends, critics and well 
wishers. During this period I deliveered a lot of talks in the 
science societies, college union functions, seminars held 
in P.G. Departments at Utkal and Sambalpur Universities 
and delivered talks on both scientific and literary topics at 
various public functions and cultural organisations 
throughout the state. I have, throughout my life, contributed 
articles on various topics to all prominent newspapers, 
namely, Samaja, Prajatantra, Kalinga, Sambada and Sunday 
Times. Articles written by me on various interesting topics 
were regularly published in all prominent monthly magazines 
in Odia. I have also published a good number of articles in 
English in some reputed magazines, published outside the 
state. This sort of participation at educational institutions 
and cultural arganisations still continues, though a little 
diminished, due to my advancing age. 


(f) My Long Association With ‘Samaj? : 


I have been publishing articles in ‘Samaj’ at regular 
intervals since 1960s. While I was Vice-principal at 
Ravenshaw College, I started writing serials on various 
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topics of contemporary relevance, and published them once 
a week in daily ‘Samaj’, due to the suggestions and 
encouraging persuasion by Sri Padarabinda Mohapatra, the 
then General Manager of ‘Samaj’ office. He made 
arrangements to take the articles from me on a particular 
day every week by an employee of ‘Samaj’. This process of 
systematic publication continued for the entire period Sri 
Mohapatra served at the ‘Samaj’ office. Even after my 
transfer to Rourkela, I continued to send articles for 
publication in daily and weekly ‘Samaj’ by post for about a 
year. But later on my contact with ‘Samaj’ and request for 
articles in favour of publication from ‘Samaj’, was 
discontinued and I have totally lost contact with ‘Samaj’ 
since then. 


However because of long association of my family 
for two generations with Samaj Office and Satyabadi Press, 
I was very much surprised and shocked not to receive an 
invitation or any information over phone to attend the 
Centennary Celebration of Samaj in which the Vice- 
President of India was the Chief Guest. It is not out of 
context to remind my readers here that my father Sri 
Artatrana Mishra was the printing manager of Samaj in its 
critical, formative years and devoted his whole life for the 
development of the printing infrastructure of this institution. 
My young brother, Sri Deba Prasad Mishra, one among the 
pioneers of investigative journalism in Odisha, also devoted 
his whole life in the editorial section of ‘Samaj’, acting as 
a news-editor of Samaj for a few years. He was, in fact, the 
person who gave me the golden opportunity to act as a 
consultant on scientific and technical matters with the then 
editor of ‘Samaj’, Dr. Radhanath Rath. Dr. Rath was so 
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pleased with me that he gave me a rare and special 
permission to take valuable magazines from his personal 
library, such as The Atlantic, Harper’s Weekly, The 
Economist, News Week etc. when I was posted as a lecturer 
in Ravenshaw College and return the magazines after reading 
at my earliest convenience. Also, as per my humble 
estimation, in terms of number of publications, I am perhaps 
second to Sri Manoj Das, as a columnist in daily ‘Samaj’ 
and its weekly publication during my life-time so far. 


I, therefore, very much expected that the present 
authorities in ‘Samaj’ publications, would at least intimate 
me about this historic occasion and make it convenient for 
me to attend the function. However, I was very happy to 
learn from my brother-in-law. Sri Dibakar Mishra (husband 
of my young sister Debalaxmi) who was present in the 
function for receiving ‘pass’ to attend the function due to 
his grand son, that their grandson Sri Sabyasachi Mishra, a 
reputed film-actor and self-less social worker in an 
introductory speech on that historic occasion talked about 
the role of my father as a printing-manager of ‘Samaj’ in 
the formative years of the publication of ‘Samaj. 


I need to record here my profound appreciation and 
gratitude for the guiding roles played by both the editors of 
Samaj, namely, Pandit Lingaraj Mishra and Dr. Radhanath 
Rath, in my life to inspire and encourage me to devote to 
the best of my abilities for the enrichment of Odia literature. 


My last phase of service at Ravenshaw College comes 
to an end : 


I was relieved from the post of Vice-principal of 
Ravenshaw College on 23.10.1989, as I received a transfer 
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order to a distant college as Reader in physics in the middle 
of the academic session, I could not oblige the government 
order, because both my children were due to appear in the 
final University examination in that year. I remained on 
leave and stayed at Ravenshaw College quarters for the 
entire period. Ultimately, I received an order to join as 
Secretary of Board of Secondary Education, Odisha, which 
I accepted. I joined in my new post on 23.7.90 and thus 
started my professional career in my new post on 23.7.90 
outside Ravenshaw College. The last phase of my service 
career as an administrator is the subject matter of the next 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER - IV 
Last Phase of My Service Career 


Secretary, Board of Secondary Education, Odisha : 


Even when I was posted as Vice-principal of Ravenshaw 
College, I was taking a few classes in physics. But after 
Joining as secretary, Board of Secondary Education (BSE), 
Odisha, I could not any more teach my students, which so 
far provided me with maximum job satisfaction. As I was 
deprived from teaching. I took the decision that I shall no 
further write text books for my students. So far, I had written 
about adozen text books (both on theory and practical 
subjects) for higher secondary and degree students. These 
text books, which were revised regularly, were very popular 
for a good number of years. It is not out of context to 
mention here that I had also written a text book on physics 
in Odia for higher secondary students, titled “Bhoutik 
Bigyan”, with eminent poet and physicist Sti Jayanta 
Mahapatra as my co-author. 


I took charge as secretary BSE on 24.7.90 and 
continued in that post for about two years till I got myself 
relieved from this post, being promoted to professor grade 
principal and being posted as principal of Government 
College, Rourkela. 


Though I was so far mostly connected with higher 
education (except for a brief period as deputy director, 
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science), I had gathered some ideas about the crucial role 
of BSE in the field of secondary education as 1 acted as a 
tabulator in the past for the publication of HSC examination 
results. By the time I joined as the secretary of BSE, text 
books had been published as per the revised syllabi as per 
the guidelines of the last Education Policy in the early 
eighties. Though the secretary of the Board is mainly 
responsible to take care of all administrative affairs of the 
Board, I could realise that I had to give equal emphasis to 
academic affairs of the Board, as the Board and SCERT 
(State Council of Educational Research and Training), are 
the only two institutions, which were responsible to take 
care of quality of teaching standards for primary and 
secondary education in the state. BSE was authorised, as an 
autonomous institution, to prescribe and publish text books 
for students from class VIII to Class X. 


After gaining a little experience within about fifteen 
days, I could know that I had to take major decisions about 
conducting examinations, editing and publishing books, as 
per the decisions of the specific committees, mean’t for 
these purposes. Also, if 1 wanted any deviation in the working 
procedure of the Board, I had to take the recommendations 
of the executive committee of the Board. 


When I was secretary, Dr. J. N. Patnaik was the 
president of the Board, with whom I was earlier well 
acquainted while we both were colleagues at G.M.College, 
Sambalpur. Dr. Patnaik, by that time had gained rich 
experiences as an academician as well as an efficient 
administrator. He provided me enough encouragement and 
guidelines to act freely for all-rounded development of both 
the academic and administrative affairs of the Board. Both 
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of us conducted the meetings of various specific committees 
and the General Body meeting of the Board quite 
satisfactorily, as we could gain the confidence of all 
members of various committees due to our honesty and 
integrity in all our operations. 


Dr. Patnaik being a mathematician, could soon realise 
that the existing text book on mathematics was facing a lot 
of public criticism and was not upto the standard as per the 
expectations of eminent mathematicians of the state. Sri 
Madan Mohan Mohanty, previous subject expert in 
mathematics and then acting as the deputy secretary of the 
Board, was given the responsibility to act as the convenor 
for necessary actions to be taken for a revised edition of 
the existing text book. Because of his devoted and persuasive 
efforts and because of the timely rich contributions and 
suggestions provided by two eminent mathematicians of 
the state, namely Professor Brajabandhu Mishra and Dr. 
Gokulananda Das, this difficult task was successfully 
completed. 


I found that a text book on Odia grammar was being 
written and could not be completed for a long time. The 
editing board could not come to a conclusion to give their 
final approval for the printing of the book. I took the help 
and guidance of the eminent scholar in Odia and Sanskrit, 
Dr. Dhaneswar Mohapatra to solve this problem. It was 
because of his sincere efforts the book could be finally 
published. 


The Board apoints subject experts in various subjects, 
to conduct workshops, seminars and the like at suitable 
venues to provide guidelines to teachers who are selected 
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from nearby schools to attend such training camps. Both 
president and myself thought it proper to visit such training 
camps and took active parts in the discussions. From such 
experiences we soon realised that the Board should publish 
work books for students and teachers in all subjects, as is 
already in operation by CBSE. Such work books will 
enlighten the students, teachers and the guardians of the 
students about the progress that needs to take place with 
passage of time in each subject for the students of class ix 
and class x. The work book will also indicate clearly about 
the right emphasis to be given to various topics in each 
subject and the maximum time that may be devoted to teach 
the topics as per their importance and significance. Also, 
the work book will contain home tasks to be carried out by 
students and which will be corrected by the teachers 
regularly. These home tasks were mean’t to encourage the 
students to be self-motivated to learn more and more about 
the subjects they were being taught. After taking due 
approval from the corresponding expert committees, the 
work books were compiled and published by the Board. But 
to our utter surprise, we could find that these work books 
were not sold as per our expectations. Of course, we soon 
realised that because of vested interests neither the teachers 
nor their inspecting authorities were interested to utilise 
the workbooks as per our expectations to raise the quality 
of teaching at the secondary stage. After leaving the Board, 
I am not aware of any progress in this matter. 


The Board publishes a magazine, to which educationists 
contribute articles, containing constructive suggestions, to 
raise the quality of teaching at the secondary stage and the 
vital role of the Board to provide academic infrastructure 
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for this purpose. During the period I was secretary of the 
Board, I edited this magazine to see that it serves the purpose 
for which it is mean’t. 


During the period Dr. Patnaik and myself worked as 
president and secretary, we did not face any serious trouble 
in conducting the HSC examination and in publishing the 
results in time. I want to record my appreciation for the 
constructive suggestions and guidance given by the then 
education minister Sri Chaitanya Prasad Majhi for the 
smooth conduct of the HSC examination and the publication 
of results. Because of his efforts, we could open a branch 
office of the Board at Baripada for the benefit of students 
of north Odisha. 


It gave me immense pleasure to be closely associated 
with Secondary Board High School, which is located in the 
same campus. I was invited to all its academic and cultural 
iunctions, including the annual prize-giving ceremony. It 
gave me immense pleasure to address the students. I also 
took special interests to develop the academic and physical 
infrastructure of the school for the benefit of brilliant 
students of the school. 


Board of Secondary Education gave me enough scope 
and opportunity to visit the high schools all over the state 
and to interact very fruitfully with the students and teachers 
of those schools. Also, I visited the various centres where 
the HSC examinations were held and where the Board 
conducted the evaluation centres. In all such visits, I gained 
rich experiences, whic helped me to take adequate measures 
for the smooth conduct of the examination centres, utilising 
the inspecting squads to check malpractice in the 
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examination halls and to see that the evaluation of the answer 
papers of the candidates were conducted strictly as per 
rules. 


Another memorable incident which I consider proper 
to mention here that we were fortunate to have professor 
Bidhubhusan Das as a Board Member (from ‘eminent 
educationist’ quota). He was eventually elected as a member 
of the executive committee of the Board. His speeches in 
the General Board meetings and his valuable suggestions as 
a member of the executive committee were of immense 
help to guide and encourage us to perform our duties in the 
right direction. 


The post of secretary of BSE is a very busy assignment 
and to perform all the tasks expected of a duty-bound officer, 
one has to work long hours in the Board office. I could not 
feel that I have spent two years in serving the Board as its 
secretary before being relieved from this post to join as 
professor grade principle at Government College, Rourkela 
on 20.7.92. 


Principal, Government College, Rourkela : 


Being relieved from the post of Secretary, BSE, 
Odisha, on 20.7.92, I joined as principal of Government 
College, Rourkela. By the time I joined in my new 
assignment, my predecessor had been relieved from the 
post. So, I could occupy the principal’s quarter immediately 
and could stay comfortably their with my wife. I found that 
the college possesses a huge campus; their are two hostels 
(one for boys and another for girls) and a few quarters for 
members of the teaching staff in-side the campus, and a 
huge area left unused. 
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When I joined, students were taking TC from the 
college to join in technical institutions after successfully 
passing in the higher secondary (+2) examination conducted 
by CHSE, Odisha. I was surprised to find that number of 
students passing from this college and taking admission in 
IITs were almost equal or exceeded the numbers of such 
students taking admission in ITs from B.J.B. College or 
Ravenshaw College. I could know from my colleagues here 
that the parents, who are financially afluent, were taking 
maximum care of their children mainly by providing private 
coaching to see that their children get admitted in reputed 
medical and engineering institutions. I also found that 
students of +2 classes were being coached privately in 
almost all subjects and private coaching was a very profitable 
business for all the teachers in various colleges at Rourkela. 
Also, I could easily observe that teachers, in general, were 
taking more interest in private tution than teaching in college 
classrooms. Even some teachers were prefering to remain 
absent from their duties without taking any leave. I had to 
tackle this prevalent situation at the earliest. I could convince 
the negligent teachers not to follow the past practice and to 
attend to their duties mindfully in the college. Of course, 
I had to become a little more vigilant and alert to see that 
no classes were dropped for teachers remaining absent 
without prior intimation for any sort of leave they wanted 
to enjoy. 

I preferred to address the students regularly to 
encourage them to be self-motivated to learn more and 
more about the subjects they were being taught. I used to 
inform them about the latest developments in various 
subjects for them to enjoy a satisfying and profitable 
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professional career if only they could be inquisitive and 
properly mindful in their studies. I found that my endeavour 
to inspire and encourage my students to acquire knowledge 
and to be inquisitive and innovative was well appreciated by 
their guardians, some of whom visited my quarters to 
express their kind appreciation for the same. 


After a few days of my joining as principal, the 
election of the office bearers of the students’ union and of 
various cultural societies were held. I found that unlike my 
extensive experiences at other colleges, here the election 
was held very smoothly without slightest disturbance and 
the students accepted the results, after proper counting, 
quite gracefully. I also subsequently found that the students 
took keen interests to celebrate all cultural functions, 
including college annual sports, and helped the college 
authorities to see that each function becomes a grand 
success. 


I took my esteemed colleagues into confidence and 
could soon find that the academic environment of the 
college was quite encouraging and inspiring for the students 
to be mindful in their studies. 


I enjoyed the unique natural surroundings around the 
college and visited the countryside frequently during 
Sundays and holidays to enjoy nature and to learn about the 
traditional lifestyle of the Adibasi people living there. Also, 
I was invited by various cultural organisations, business 
corporations, NGOs, local schools and colleges to deliver 
lectures on various aspects of our culture and to enlighten 
them about various topics of contemporary social relevance, 
such as frontiers of science and technology, fruitful 
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interactions between science and technology to foster a 
scientific tempor among the people, science and spirituality, 
sociology of science, environmental pollution, climate 
change, etc. On the whole, I could enjoy my life quite 
satisfactorily as an educationist at Rourkela. But, as ill luck 
would have it, after about 11 months, I had to face a serious 
trouble. My wife’s hematological problems created a serious 
trouble. I had to frequently hire a taxi to take her to Cuttack 
so that she could be treated of her bleeding problems by 
the doctors who earlier were well acquainted with her 
problems. Ultimately her condition so deteriorated that I 
had to remain on leave at Cuttack. I did not like that the 
college be deprived of a permanent principal and therefore 
applied for leave to enable the government to post someone 
else in my post. I also appealed to the government to appoint 
me in any professor-grade post near about Cuttack or 
Bhubaneswar. But I could not get any response though I had 
io remain on leave for a few months. Ultimately, I was 
posted as the vice-chairman of CHSE, Odisha. It is not out 
of context to narrate how I could get this posting, which is 
the subject matter of the following section. 


My Meeting with Honourable Chief Minister, Sri Biju 
Patnaik, in His Office Chamber : 


In spite of best of my efforts, I could not get a positive 
response from educational authorities, either at the 
directorate on at the secretariat. So, being impatient, I 
decided to take a decision from my own side, because by 
this time, I had completed 33 years of my service career 
and am entitled to avail full pension if I take voluntary 
retirement. I discussed about this matter with my young 
brother, Sri Deba Prasad Mishra, who advised me to wait 
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for at least a week. In fact, he contacted his close friend 
and at that time the most influential cabinet minister, Sti 
Bijay Kumar Mohapatra, about my future posting. Mr. 
Mohapatra was well acquainted with me during his student 
career. Moreover, when I was principal at Government 
College, Rourkela, he had contacted me and accompanied 
me with him to two cultural functions on the eve of Kartik 
Purnima at Rourkela. After a few days, my brother informed 
me that I may expect a letter from CM’s office to meet 
him at his office chamber within a few days and I must 
carry with me a few of the books written by me for his kind 
appreciation, as Mr. Mohapatra has introduced me to 
Honourable CM as an ideal educationist and an eminent 
writer in popular science. 


In fact, the very next day I received a letter from 
CM’s office and I was asked to meet him at 3 pm. in his 
office room on a particular date. (I have, infact, lost the 
letter), I was further informed that I must present myself at 
the right place before 3 pm as Honourable CM has agreed 
to accept me as the first visitor. I acted accordingly and as 
per the advice rendered by one of the officials at the CM’s 
office, I stood at the front position in the line mean’t for 
the visitors on that day. Honourable CM came and entered 
in his office room exactly at 3 pm and after about two 
minutes I was asked to enter in to his room to meet him. 


I carried with me a briefcase containing about twenty 
books, written by me in Odia and English, on various topics, 
as per the suggestions of Mr. Mohapatra. I opened my 
briefcase, took all the books out of it, and placed them in 
front of the Chief Minister, for his kind appreciation. To 
my utter surprise, I had to wait for about one hour before 
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I could get a chance to communicate my grievances before 
him. He, in fact, inspected the contents of all the twenty 
books and read the foreword of a few of the books. After 
about an hour, he kept three books and asked me to take 
away all the books and place them in my briefcase. At first, 
he asked me why I did not try to meet him earlier. Because, 
he could remember I have accompanied my revered 
professor in physics, Dr. K. S. R. Murty a few times to his 
residence for both of them to discuss about matters related 
to science and technology. Moreover, he also knew my 
brother as a journalist from ‘Samaj’ quite well. I very briefly 
told him that I had exhusted all official procedures to get 
a new posting before taking such a radical step to disturb 
him. In my presence, he asked Mr. Pyari Mohan Mohapatra, 
the then principal secretary to CM, to come to his room. 
Sri Mohapatra also knew me quite well when I was secretary 
at BSE, Odisha. Seeing me in the office room of CM, he 
immediately informed CM that on my promotion to 
professor grade principal, I was actually posted as principal 
of BJB College. But subsequently this order was altered to 
give three months extension to the retiring principal as per 
the final decision of CM. This was, of course, a surprising 
news for me. But ultimately after mutual discussion among 
themselves, Mr. Mohapatra informed CM that the post of 
vice-chairman of CHSE is lying vacant and the file has 
been sent to Hon’ble CM’s office for the final order. By 
that time it was about 4.35 pm, that is, I remained in CM’s 
office room for about one-half hours. 


At last, after the departure of Mr. Mohapatra from his 
chamber, Hon’ble CM asked me to come near and when I 
did so, he affectionately gave me two slaps on my shoulder 
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and told me that I will get a new posting tomorrow. Before 
I Jeft his room, he did not hesitate to appreciate my 
accomplishments as a writer and in his unique style inspired 
me to continue this practice. When I came out and met Mr. 
Mohapatra in his office room, Sri Mohapatra told me that 
the new posting order will be processed by the afternoon 
tomorrow. He further added that I shall get a phone call, 
after which I shall proceed to the main gate of the 
secreteriat, where my posting order will be placed with the 
police guards located there. After receiving the order, I was 
asked to go to the CHSE office and join in my new post in 
the afternoon. 


As per prior schedule, I reached at the appropriate 
place at about 3.30 pm on the next day and took the envelope 
containing my posting order, from one of the police guards, 
after giving my identity to him. As per prior suggestions of 
Mr. Pyari Mohan Mohapatra, I went to CHSE office and 
joined in my new post as vice-chairman of Council of 
Higher Secondary Education, Odisha at about 4.15 pm. on 
the same day. 


Vice Chairman, CHSE, Odisha : 


The post of vice-chairman of CHSE does not provide 
any formal authority to act freely to make any changes in 
the existing procedures to conduct both academic and 
administrative affairs of the Council. Like any other member 
of the executive committee he can only express his views 
in the executive committee meetings for approval by the 
committee. Though I found the then working environment 
not congenial to my temperament and ways of working, yet 
I tried to perform the limited tasks assigned to me to the 
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best of my abilities. I visited several examination centres 
and valuation centres to check whether the existing rules 
and regulations are strictly followed at these centres. 


I served only for a few months as vice-chairman of 
CHSE. I was asked verbally by the authorities whether I am 
willing to accept the post of vice-president of Board of 
Secondary Education at Cuttack. I understood that since 
this post was vacant, I can be accommodated there, to vacate 
the post of vice-chairman CHSE, so that Sri S. N. Barik 
could be adjusted in my place in view of his deteriorating 
physical condition. I readily agreed to this proposal, because 
at that time I was staying at Cuttack in my own home. It 
would certainly be much more convenient for me to serve 
at BSE rather than a to-and-fro journey to Bhubaneswar by 
bus every working day to serve at CHSE. Moreover, there 
is hardly any difference in the working conditions either as 
Vice-chairman of the Council or as Vice President of the 
Board of Secondary Education. After offering my verbal 
consent for such a transfer, I was expectng a transfer order 
within a few days. In fact, I received the transfer order as 
per my expectations and got myself relieved from the post 
of Vice Chairman of CHSE on 16.11.94 in the forenoon 
and joined as Vice President of BSE, Odisha on the same 
day in the afternoon. 


Vice President and President of Board of Secondary 
Education, Odisha : 


I acted as Vice President of the Board of Secondary 
Education, Odisha from 16.11.94 to 6.6.95. From 16.11.94 
to 1.2.95, Dr. Pravat Kumar Mishra was the President of 
the Board. He gave me complete freedom to look to the 
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academic affairs of the Board; such as arranging teachers’ 
training camp with the help of Board’s subject experts, 
appointing suitable resource persons for the same; editing 
and publishing revised version of the existing text books 
and the like. Dr. Mishra retired from government service 
very soon and I was appointed as President-in-charge of the 
Board from 1.2.95 to 6.6.95 and from 7.6.95 to 1.11.96 I 
was promoted to occupy the post of President of BSE. It 
may be noted that in the eventful history of the Board. I am 
the only person so far to have occupied all the three top 
administrative posts of the Board in turn, namely, secretary, 
vice-president and president. 


During this last phase of my professional career at 
the Board, in addition to conducting all the examinations 
conducted by the Board very smoothly, I took maximum 
care to see that the quality of teaching at the secondary 
stage in Odisha becomes comparable to other advanced 
states of the country. We tried to increase the number of 
teachers’ training camps in each subject so that our teachers 
become well acquainted with the developments in their own 
subjects and how to teach the students so that they become 
curious to learn more and more about various subjects, 
being inquisitive and innovative and being self-motivated 
for this purpose. Teachers need to be refreshed 
intermittently at regular intervals so that they become 
acquainted with the challenging problems of the country 
and are awakened to utilise the best of their teaching abilities 
so that they can produce adequate human resources to solve 
those national challenges. I tried my best to visit most of 
these teachers’ training camps or workshops and addressed 
the teachers attending these camps to inspire and encourage 
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them about enhancing their teaching capabilities utilising 
all the vailable technologies and skills for qualitative 
improvement of teaching standard in our state. 


During the entire period I served at BSE, I have visited 
many schools all over the state and addressed the teachers 
and the students to let them know how teachers can become 
excellent facilitators to awaken the inquisitiveness in the 
minds of the students and students should organise 
themselves under the supervision of their teachers through 
science clubs, environmental societies, computer learning, 
debating societies, editing and publishing wall magazines 
and the like to ultimately prepare themselve adequately to 
become useful human resources for their societies. I always 
emphasised that every school should arrange meeting with 
guardians of students once in every month so that a useful 
network of relationships develops to take proper care of 
each student, irrespective of his/her shortcomings and 
difficulties. It is my strong conviction that every institution 
imust take the responsibility of transforming each student 
into a useful social product, as and when the students 
discontinue their studies and leave the institutions. The urge 
to learn more and more as and when required to increase 
their efficiencies in their self-chosen professional career 
would help them to learn more and more, thereby becoming 
self-reliant and simultaneously adding to the productivity 
of the nation. To convert education into life-long education 
should be our goal so that a student leaving formal education 
at any stage can be self-motivated to become efficient and 
keep himself updated to exhibit excellence throughout his 
working life. There will be no scope for him to be 
unemployed or unwanted in his own profession. 
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I found through my experiences that shortage of 
teachers is a great drawback. In most of the schools there 
was no permanent Headmaster and a senior teacher is asked 
to act as the Head Master of the school. In most of the 
schools, particularly in the peripheral districts, there were 
no teachers to teach science, mathematics and geography. 
Unless we provide well qualified teachers in adequate 
numbers to all schools and also we train them intermittently 
at regular intervals to acquaint them about the national 
goals, the developments in their own subjects and the latest 
ways of fruitful teaching through available educational 
technologies to raise their teaching standards we can not 
convert education into life-long education for our students. 


I took all my colleagues into confidence and we 
worked as a well organised team to utilise the services of 
the eminent scholars of our state from various schools, 
colleges, universities, teaching institutes and district science 
centre etc. so that the academic affairs of the Board could 
be raised to satisfy the purposes for which the Board is 
responsible. 


I knew that I was scheduled to retire from government 
service on 31.3.97 and the time was drawing near. Though 
I was promoted to the professor grade post from 20.7.92, 
I was not getting my professor grade pay scale as my 
services could not be regularised due to repeated deputations 
to BSE and CHSE. Also the leave I took two to three times 
in the past were not regularised. So, I was thinking about 
returning to my parent service before retirement for 
regularisation of my service book to enable me to get 
updated professor grade payscale. By that time I was the 
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second seniormost person in the professor grade post, next 
only to Dr. P. K. Jesthi, who was occupying the post of 
director of higher education. Surprisingly, to my good luck, 
] received a phone call from the then commissioner cum 
secretary, Higher Education Department, Sri Pratip Kumar 
Mohanty. He wanted to know whether I was willing to join 
as additional secretary in the department of Higher 
Education. I immediately expressed my willingness to 
accept the assignment, which I now realise was God’s 
blessings to enable me to regularise my payscale and get 
my pension after retirement within one month. I got the 
posting order within a week after this phone call to join as 
additional secretary in the higher education department. I 
got myself relieved on 1.11.96 from the post of the 
president of BSE and handed over charge to Dr. Prafulla 
Kumar Mohapatra to act as the new President of BSE. 


But before I narrate my experiences as additional 
secretary for a few months in the Higher Education 
Department, I want to mention below a few suggestions for 
raising the quality of education at the secondary stage in 
the state and the crucial role of BSE for satisfying this 
goal. I may be wrong in my views; but these suggestions are 
based on my vast experiences and devoted introspection :- 


(1) Board of Secondary Education, Odisha should 
adopt a syllabus prescribed by the Central Board of 
Secondary Education (CBSE) and prescribe the translated 
versions of the text books and work books adopted by CBSE 
for the entire country, to maintain a uniform standard, 
keeping pace with the progress of qualitative improvement 
of teaching standard at the secondary stage in the country. 
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Only certain changes need to be made in social sciences, 
to let our students know about certain regional specificities 
of our state. Also, the syllabus, text book and work book 
for M.L.L. (Odia) need to be taken care of by BSE, Odisha 
indigenously. The Board needs to appoint specific academic 
committees of specialists in each subject to see that the 
above project is accomplished as per expectations of the 
public. Moreover, there ought to take place public debates 
for such a radical change to be approved by the Odisha 
government. 


(2) Teachers with adequate qualification and training 
should be appointed in all government and private schools 
in required numbers and each school should have its regular 
Head Master to properly supervise the academic and 
administrative affairs of the schools. Inspector and deputy 
inspector of schools should be asked to inspect the schools 
as per strict rules and regulations to see that proper 
administrative and academic discipline is maintained in all 
the schools under their supervision. School inspecting 
authorities should not be entrusted with other duties, as 
was found during my tenure, to deprive them from 
performing their basic duties. 


(3) All teachers must be trained and refreshed at 
regular intervals and adequate formal arrangements should 
be made both at the state level and national level for this 
purpose. Teachers should be made aware about our national 
priorities and challenges with passage of time to make them 
conscious about their roles in producing suitable human 
resources by improvising and revising their teaching abilities 
to keep pace with demands of time. Teachers should avail 
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the opportunity to acquaint themselves about the latest 
available technologies and skills so that they can utilise the 
same to act as efficient facilitators to build suitable human 
resources in their schools. Proper emphasis should be given 
to the fact that teachers must utilise their teaching abilities 
to the optimum level to transform education into life-long 
education for the students so that they will not face any 
future shock in their self-chosen professional careers and 
become self-sufficent to maintain their families without 
any apprehension of unemployment in addition to raising 
the productivity of the nation. 


(4) Necessary arrangements need to be made on a 
permanent basis to see that teachers should get adequate 
pay scale, enjoy confirmation and promotional facilities at 
the right time. I personally feel as an educationist and a 
very senior citizen that the present social and political 
conditions in every state of our country do not consider 
teaching as a very significant and prestigious profession 
and teachers are being deprived from receiving due respect 
and love from the public. Though in the knowledge-society 
of the 21st century, knowledge is considered as the only 
source of development, in practice we find that those who 
are meant to build knowledgeable societies are being 
neglected from getting their due privileges. I earnestly hope 
that this situation will be taken care of at the earliest by 
providing more funds from the national and state budgets 
for primary and secondary education for enabling the 
teachers to be self-motivated to produce human resources 
for the inclusive and sustainable development of the country. 
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My last posting before retirement to act as additional 
secretary of Higher Education Department, government 
of Odisha : 


This last phase of my eventful service career was 
limited only to five months. I was very anxious for the 
regularisation of my service book; otherwise I could realise 
that I will run for months to the secretariate from Cuttack 
to regularise my deputation periods and for the sanction 
and regularisation of my past leave periods. Of course, the 
office assistant in charge of this affair, whom I have found 
continuing in that same post for the past few years, assured 
me after my joining as additional secretary that all 
complications will be solved within one or two months, 
much before my retirement. I knew that his repeated 
assurances in the past did not bear any fruit and therefore 
I was very apprehensive about my future. Before describing 
my activities as additional secretary, let me first narrate 
how this problem could be solved due to the large- 
heartedness and magnanimity of the then Commissioner 
Cum Secretary of higher education depeartment, Sri Pratip 
Kumar Mohanty. 


Almost two months after my joining in this last 
assignment, I was one day sitting in the office room of my 
secretary after 5 pm and we were discussing about some 
best-sellers in social sciences. At that time, the section 
officer of the accounts section entered into his chamber 
and discussed some official matters with him. Before 
departure, he looked at me and informed secretary that I 
am gelting much less pay compared to the deputy secretaries 
in the department. He further added that my pay scale has 
not been revised for the past so many years, as a result of 
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which I am deprived from receiving my due professor grade 
scale. After his departure from secretary’s chamber, my 
secretary asked me why I am facing this trouble. I told him 
that for the past few years I have been posted in some busy 
posts and could not find enough time to come to the 
directorate or the secretariat very often to either regularise 
my deputation periods or for any sort of sanction for the 
periods I remained on leave. My repeated applications to 
the authorities also could not redress the situation. I further 
informed him that the office assistant who is dealing with 
these files for the past so many years has informed me 
recently that he will move the file for an early settlement 
of my case, though I had no faith in his assurance. At about 
6 pm I left the office chamber of my secretary and came 
to Cuttack. 


The very next day, when I entered into my office room, 
my fellow additional Secretary, who also happens to be my 
batch mate, Sri Priyanath Mohanty, informed me that he 
has been officially assigned the task of regularising my 
service to enable me to avail the updated professor grade 
scale within three weeks. On that day we also found that the 
office assistant who was dealing with this affiar for the past 
so many years has been transferred to another department 
and a new office assistant has substituted him. Due to the 
sincere and persuasive efforts of the new office assistant 
under the able guidance and supervision of Sri Priyanath 
Mohanty, I could find that my deputation periods to BSE 
and CHSE as well as the leave periods which I availed in 
the past were all regularised. To my surprise, I was delighted 
to find that the BSE and CHSE authorities, paid my arrear 
dues as per the upgraded professor grade scale through 
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special messengers in my office room. Ultimately after 
about three weeks I found that my service book has been 
adequately updated to enable me to get my pension based 
on this latest updated assessment. In fact, though I retired 
from government service on 31.3.97, I could get my monthly 
salaries for the last three months of my service career as 
per the revised pay scale. All these events happened so 
quickly that I considered that magic moment in my 
Secretary’s office room on that fateful evening as God’s 
blessings showered on me for which my commissioner cum 
secretary could act as a Divine agent. I shall remain ever 
indebted for the magnanimity and sympathy he showered 
on me so promptly to enable me to retire from government 
service without any anxiety or apprehension about receiving 
my due pension after retirement. In fact, I got my pension 
order from A.G., Odisha within one month after my 
retirement. 


In addition to some minor responsibilities, I was 
mainly asked to look after the affairs of the universities 
and private colleges and I was assigned independent charge 
to sanction pension orders to retired teachers, whose files 
were pending for a final settlement. I was also asked to 
attend the lJegislative assembly sessions in the officers’ 
gallery when the assembly sessions were in operation in 
which affairs dealing with higher education were discussed. 
A vehicle was placed at my disposal during such assembly 
sessions to provide transport facilities to me in late evening 
hours to enable me to go to Cuttack. 


When I was additional secretary of higher education, 
Sri Bhagabat Prasad Mohanty was the minister of education. 
He was very much impressed and pleased by my sincere 
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activities during the assembly sessions. He also took me in 
his office vehicle to attend a few cultural functions at 
different colleges in the state. He very much wanted a 
private college to be converted to a government college in 
his Kendrapada constituency from money sanctioned from 
a reserved quota. I was asked to take necessary action to 
see that his aspiration becomes a reality. In consultation 
with my secretary, I had to persuasively deal with the finance 
department to get the necessary sanction order and 
ultimately I became successful in this difficult endeavour. 


I found that dealing with pension matters was a 
difficult affair. I was also cautioned by my secretary to 
clear all my doubts with the supporting staff before 
ultimately sanctioning the pension and sending the file to 
him. If could find that the pension of some retired teachers 
could not be settled even for past so many years. I could 
find that those teachers were very emotional and touchy 
when asked to satisfy the enquiries by providing proper 
documents as desired by the government. I solved this 
problem by requesting them to come to my office room 
and we were successful by convincing them to meet the 
enquiries. Most of such cases were settled at the earliest 
by proper understanding and mutual discussion. I also found 
that pensions of many teachers could not be finalised as 
the university authories, where they last served, did not 
send their last pay certificates in spite of repeated 
reminders. I could solve this problem easily by consulting 
with concerned vice-chancellors over phone. It gave me a 
lot of self satisfaction that I could settle about 80 percent 
of the pending pension cases of my senior colleagues before 
my retirement. 
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Usually I was asked to conduct the private college 
teachers’ association meetings with the office-bearers in 
my office room. At that time Sri Abani Kumar Baral was an 
influential and self-less leader of this association. We could 
become close friends in no time because he was convinced 
about my honesty and integrity when discussing about 
various matters related to the welfare of the teachers of 
private colleges. However, each such session was carried 
on for long hours before some of their grievances could be 
taken into consideration for a final settlement. 


The financial adviser of our department got transferred 
on promotion and this post remained vacant at a very crucial 
time. The education budget for higher education was to be 
prepared as 31st March was drawing near. Once our 
commissioner asked me to come to his chamber and asked 
me to be the nodal officer-in place of the financial adviser 
- for this budget to be prepared. He explained in detail to 
me how the concerned officers and staff of the department 
as well as those of the directorate of higher education will 
function as per scheduled procedure to prepare the budget. 
After getting this order, we conducted meetings everyday 
for about two to three hours in my office room and to my 
satisfaction the budget could be prepared even a little before 
our scheduled date. I could find that a few lakhs of rupees 
were in balance and consulted with my secretary as to how 
this amount is to be disposed of. I was very happy that 
sanctioning meagre amounts in this annual budget, we could 
open MCA courses in Ravenshaw College, G. M. College 
and Khallikote College. Moreover, appreciable amounts were 
sanctioned in favour of G. M. College and Ravenshaw 
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College to satisfy their long standing demands to improvise 
the much needed infrastructure. 


In fact I was very apprehensive before joining as 
additional secretary about how to adjust myself with the 
administrative procedures of the secretariate. But to my 
surprise, I could find my fellow officers, the section 
officers of the three sections under my supervision and the 
sincere office staff cooperated with me heartily to see that 
I shall perform my duties as per expectations of all 
concerned. Though I had to face a very busy work schedule 
for the five months I worked in the secretariate, yet I could 
feel enough job satisfaction only because of their kind 
cooperation. Ultimately, my service period ended on my 
scheduled date of retirement on 31.3.2019 (AN). A farewell 
meeting was arranged in the department after office hours, 
in which my commissioner cum secretary praised my 
profusely for my frankness, honesty and integrity in dealing 
with the official matters. He wished me well. I was also 
very much touched by the emotional outbursts of my 
colleagues while bidding me furewell. 


This is how my eventful service career, extending upto 
37 years, came to an end and when I came home I received 
a good number of phone calls from my relatives and well 
wishers to wish me and assure me a peaceful and active 
-future in my retired life. 
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With my wife 
Smt. Gouri 
Mishra 
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Daughter Sudharani and son-in-law Prabhat and my grand 
daughters Ipsita and Ishani 


Son Girijakanta, 
daughter-in-law 
Rajashree and grand 
daughters Manisha 
and Lipsa 
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With former Chief Minister Sj. Janaki Ballav Pattanaik receiving 
Odisha Sahitya Academy Award 
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With present Chief Minister Sj. Naveen Pattanaik at Odisha 
Bigyan Academy felicitation function 
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with Paramahamsa Prajnanananda, Swami Samarpanananda Giri 
and Publisher Sj. Chandrakanta Mishra 
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CHAPTER - V 
My Last Official Appointment 


As President, Odisha Bigyan Academy : 


After retirement from government service I could spend 
my time adopting a busy schedule of reading and writing. 
As I have narrated in the earlier chapters, I enjoy most self- 
satisfaction if I find a new book or new journal on my table 
in my personal library every day. Of course, at present we 
face absolutely no trouble to satisfy our desire of having a 
new book or magazine because of e-commerce. A book 
published anywhere can reach us within a few days of its 
publication at our door step if we place orders through our 
smartphones or computers with various companies dealing 
with e-commerce. I get most of my reading material these 
days through Amazon. But when I retired in the late 90s of 
the last century, we had to place orders with local book 
sellers or with importers located in cosmopolitan cities. It 
has become my habit to persue with concerned business 
organisations till 1 became successful to acquire my desired 
book. Also, when I retired from government service, my 
son and daughter, also my near relatives sent books and 
magazines of my liking at regular intervals because they 
perfectly knew that this is my only personal luxury. So, I 
could spend my time reading those books and magazines, 
writing articles and books for public consumption, attending 
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cultural functions as an invited guest or speaker organised 
by various academic institutions, NGOs, and other cultural 
organisations throughout the state, spending time as a 
member of various specialised committees as an expert, 
preparing and delivering talks is radio and TV as and when 
such assignments were offered to me. 


Also, my daughter and son were living in Delhi with 
their families when I retired. My wife and myself visited 
them once or twice every year to spend some time with 
them. While enjoying such a visit to Delhi and staying in 
my son-in-law’s government quarters, I received a surprising 
phone call from some official of government of Odisha. 
He informed me that he could know my address at Delhi 
and this phone number from my journalist brother as he 
could not contact with me at Cuttack. He requested me to 
send my bio-data at my earliest convenience to a particular 
address, to enable the government to consider my case for 
the selection of President of Odisha Bigyan Academy, an 
institution under the administrative control of government 
of Odisha. As per his advice, I sent my biodata to the desired 
address within a week. After about three to four weeks, I 
received an appointment order from government of Odisha 
to join as President of Odisha Academy at my earliest 
convenience. Of course, by that time, I had come back to 
my home at Cuttack. 


In fact, I was quite aware about the existence of this 
Academy, because I had attended its inaugural function. The 
then Chief Minister Sri Janaki Ballav Patnaik, inaugurated 
the Academy. But afterwards I did not keep any close contact 
with the Academy. Also, I did not know exactly where the 
Academy was located. 
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From the appointment letter, I could know that I had 
to report myself to the secretary of the Department of 
Science and Technology, because this non-profit institution 
was placed under the administrative control of this 
department. So, in the forenoon of 13.7.1999, I went to the 
secretariat to meet the secretary. At that time Sri S. P. 
Nanda was the commissioner cum secretary of this 
department. I met him and placed my joining report on his 
desk. He was very glad to receive me and over a cup of tea 
he told me that the Academy is located at present at Acharya 
Vihar and operates from a government quarter. After spending 
about one hour with him, I went to the office of the Academy 
as directed by him and joined in my new post. My term of 
appointment was limited to two years During my tenure as 
President of the Academy, Sri Ranendra Pratap Swain was 
the minister of science and technology after the change of 
government and BJD became the ruling party. But I was, in 
fact, appointed as President, when Sri Giridhari Gomango 
was the Chief Minister and Sri Prasad Harichandan was the 
minister of science and technology for a few months. Dr. 
Aditya Prasad Das, Chairman of the Life Science Institute, 
was operating as the secretary of the Academy. 


Before proceeding further, let me first acquaint my 
readers about the role of the Academy, that is about the 
main purpose for which such an institution is established. 
This non-profit organisation was established on Utkal Dibas 
on Ist April 1981 to popularise science and technology in 
the state and to honour the reputed scientists of the state 
by presenting them awards in state-level functions every 
year. This private organisation was eventually registered 
under the Registration of Societies Act in 1985. 
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Government of Odisha recognised the Academy and its 
constitution on 21.3.1985 and it was placed under the 
administrative control of the Department of Science and 
Technology. During the period I occupied the post of the 
President of Bigyan Academy, the Academy was presenting 
the following three state-level awards every year : (1) 
Samanta Chandra Sekhar Award for outstanding contributions 
to science and technology, (2) Odisha Young Scientist Award 
(under the age 35) and (3) Pranakrushna Parija Popular 
Science award to eminent writers of popular science. Later, 
another award has been given by the Academy from 2006 
to an eminent scientist, named as Biju Patnaik Award for 
scientific excellence. Besides presenting these awards, the 
Academy has been publishing a bimonthly magazine, titled 
Bigyana Diganta in Odia language to popularise science. I 
understand that, after my tenure, the Academy is publishing 
a magazine in English language, titled ‘Science Horizon’. 


I joined as the president of Bigyan Academy, under 
the same terms and conditions, which were provided to my 
predecessor, the renowned mathematician and theoretical 
physicist Dr. Siba Prasad Mishra. Only, I took a special 
permission from the government to hire a vehicle on the 
days I attended my office at Bhubaneswar. We conducted 
the affairs of the Academy, that is, holding meetings, 
seminars and workshops at different places in Odisha and 
celebrating the state-level award presenting functions. We 
also worked out certain projects in consultation with 
National Institute of Science Communication and 
Information Resources (NISCAIR), CSIR, for some of 
which we received financial assistance from that that national 
institution. 
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After joining in my post, my attention was naturally 
drawn to the mouthpiece of the Academy : Bigyana Diganta, 
a bimonthly magazine on popular science. To my surprise, 
after going through a good number of past issues of the 
magazine, I could not find any eye-catching article on 
physical sciences or mathematics. Most of the feature 
articles were either on life science or healthcare. When I 
consulted with my friends, they advised me to become the 
editor of the magazine to look to the matter personally I 
took the permission of the executive committee to act as 
the editor of Bigyana Diganta, and in the permission letter 
it was clearly mentioned that I shall not take any 
remuneration for this assignment. In the subsequent issues 
of the magazine, during my editorship, in addition to writing 
the editorial, I contributed at least one article on physics. 


I want to narrate a memorable incident related to 
obtaining articles on mathematics for this magazine. Once, 
I was moving in a vehicle with my staff members near 
Dhenkanal. I found that my friend, the brilliant chemist and 
ex-principal of Dhenkanal College, Dr. Nimai Charan Nayak 
was coming from the front in the hot sun holding an umbrella 
over his head, accompanied by another person, wearing a 
khaki half pant and half shirt with a cap on his head. I stopped 
the vehicle and walked down the road to greet my friend, 
who told me is my ears that the person accompanying him 
is Dr. Balaram Sahu, ex-professor of IIT and our revered 
teacher during our student days at Ravenshaw College. 
During the course of our conversation, Dr. Sahu told me 
that ‘he is returning home after teaching mathematics to 
students of his village school. I was taken aback, because I 
expected the world renowned nuclear chemist to have taught 
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chemistry to those students. He explained very clearly the 
reason for the same. He said that students are afraid of 
mathematics and are thinking that it is not an interesting 
subject. But the fact remains that unless students possess 
a solid foundation in mathematics, they can not understand 
the basics of physical sciences. So,how can we update our 
physical science syllabus unless our students possess basic 
knowledge about mathematics to understand modern 
physical science ? In the course of our discussion, I 
requested Dr. Sahu and Dr. Nayak to contribute articles on 
mathematics to Bigyan Diganta, as I knew quite well that 
both of them have jointly written and published a good 
number of books on physical sciences in Odia. They readily 
agreed and kept their words. As long as I was editor of the 
magazine during my tenure as president, I published a series 
of articles on mathematics written jointly by Dr. Sahu and 
Dr. Nayak, which were very much appreciated by the teachers 
and students. But after I left that institution I found that this 
practice was discontinued. 


Another incident which gave me immense pleasure is 
related to the felicitation of eminent scientists of the state 
for their outstanding life-time achievements. As per rules, 
taking the approval of the executive committee, the 
Academy felicitated the following six eminent scientists in 
one state-level function : (1) Dr. Trilochan Pradhan 
(Physics), (2) Dr. Bibhuti Bhusan Deo (Physics), (3) Dr. R. 
K. Nanda (Chemistry), (4) Dr. S. K. Sinha (Botany), (5) Dr. 
Harihara Patnaik (Botany) and (6) Dr. P. K. Jena 
(Engineering). Honourable Chief Minister, Sri Naveen 
Pattanaik felicitated them. All felicitated scientists presented 
their views very briefly about development of science and 
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technology in our state. I could find that Honourable Chief 
Minister enjoyed the function heartily, staying for more 
than two hours to present his own views, as well as to listen 
to the views of these eminent scientists. 


The other incident that gave me enough self-satisfaction 
was to arrange a series of meetings at Bhubaneswar, to 
listen to the lectures delivered by Dr. Tribrikam Pati on 
mathematics. This could materialise because of the kind 
cooperation of two other eminent mathematicians of the 
state, namely, Dr. Gokulananda Das and Dr. Swadhin Patnaik. 
It is not out of context to mention here that because of the 
devoted efforts of these three mathematicians that a 
Mathematics Teaching Institute could be established at 
Bhubaneswar, the Tatas contributing financially to build its 
physical infrastructure. Dr. Pati’s lectures kept us spell 
bound. We were thrilled and enchanted by his profound 
scholarship, his unique way of exposing the philosophical 
foundation of the subject, and his unambiguous ideas in 
mathematics for the enrichment of physical sciences. Many 
local teachers around Bhubaneswar and Cuttack and also 
many intellectuals of the state attended these meetings to 
enjoy those captivating and thought-provoking lectures. 


As I mentioned at the beginning, we conducted various 
workshops, meetings and seminars at various places in 
Odisha, such as Bhubaneswar, Balasore, Bhadrakh and 
Sambalpur. But the only function that remains memorable 
and fresh in my mind till today is the two-days function we 
arranged at Kashipur in Rayagada district. Commissioner 
cum secretary of the Science and Technology Department, 
Sri S. P. Nanda, who was a constant source of encouragement 
for me, suggested to hold workshops and meetings at 
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Kashipur in Rayagada district. He advised me to contact the 
famous NGO ‘Ama Sangathana’ there for this purpose. He 
also told me that the founder of the NGO, Sri Achutananda 
Das, will make all arrangements for our accommodation in 
his Ashram compound and for the functions to be held there. 
When I contacted Sri Das over phone, he readily agreed to 
our terms and conditions and invited us to hold any function 
we like, for which his NGO will provide all necessary 
facilities. In fact, when I went there with my wife and the 
staff of our Academy, we were amazed to find the excellent 
infrastructure built within the large compound of the 
Ashram. I stayed with my wife in the guest house very 
comfortably for the two days which was furnished with all 
modern gadgets. We realised that both Mr. Achutananda 
Das and his wife Mrs. Bidhya have merged themselves 
completely with the life style of the local adibasi people. 
The NGO could provide suitable training to those people to 
make them self-reliant in various professions, utilising the 
available natural forest resources. To our surprise, we found 
a library containing valuable books of contemporary interest 
and the office furnished with all modern gadgets including 
computers, which published the proceedings of all our 
meetings in the evening hours everyday. Sri Das could 
arrange a good number of teachers and students (both boys 
and girls) as participants in our workshops and discussions 
and we held public meetings also to which local people 
were attracted in large numbers. One of our meetings was 
presided by Smt. Sumani Jhodia, a local married lady, whom 
our legendary leader Sri Biju Patnaik had adopted as his 
daughter. In her presidential address, she praised the 
Academy for holding such interesting functions at Kashipur 
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and informed the audience confidently about the ways this 
NGO has enabled the local inhabitants to be self-reliant in 
various professions. I would have liked to stay for a week 
at least, if funds could permit, to enjoy this beautiful place 
and to learn many valuable things from the lifestyle of the 
local people, who are intuitively conscious about the 
sustainable management of their natural resources for their 
future survival. 


By the time I completed my two-year term as president 
of the Academy, my daughter and son were staying at UK, 
my son-in-law was deputed to the Indian Embassy at London 
as a civil servant and my son was staying at Birmingham, 
serving as a soft-ware engineer there. So, I decided to write 
to the government that my term ends on 13.7.2001 and 1 
am giving my letter of leaving this post vacant on 12.7.2001 
(AN), handing over the charge of the Academy to the 
Secretary of the Academy. I acted accordingly and left for 
UK with my wife to stay for a few months with our children 
there and to visit a few places of interest for our personal 
pleasure. 


Thus ended another memorable chapter of my life. I 
am very happy that the Academy now holds its office in a 
beautiful building of its own located at Plot No-13/2, Near 
Police Outpost at Saheed Nagar, Bhubaneswar. I earnestly 
wish that the Academy use this beautiful and spaceous 
infrastructure to serve the noble purposes for which this 
institution is established, expanding its activities for the 
benefit of teachers and students of the state and above all, 
for creating a scientific temper in the minds of the people 
of Odisha. 
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CHAPTER - VI 
The Last Phase of My Retired Life so Far 
[2001 - 2019] 


Being relieved from the post of the president of Odisha 
Bigyan Academy, my wife and myself visited UK to stay 
with our children for a few months. This journey could give 
us much pleasure as we visited two famous universities, 
namely, Oxford and Cambridge, various museums and other 
famous institutions throughout UK to enlighten ourselves 
about the culture and lifestyle of the West. After returning 
from UK I am residing in my own home at Mahatab Road, 
Cutiack, named ‘Bigyan Kutir’. I decided after this journey 
to spend my time as a responsible senior citizen by utilising 
my inherent abilities for the benefit of my students and the 
public at large. As is my usual habit, I continued to collect 
the books and journals of my liking, hence forward not 
from the local market, but through e-commerce, so that my 
desired reading materials could be made available at my 
doorstep within a few days. Utilising my acquired knowledge 
and also my past experiences, I wrote a good number of 
books during this period and published numerous articles 
in daily newspapers and magazines. As and when I was given 
assignments, I delivered talks and took part in interviews in 
both radio and television. I also received invitation (which 
continues unabated when I am writing this narrative) from 
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universities, schools, colleges, state level functions and 
various cultural organisations throughout the state to deliver 
talks as a guest. My only condition to accept an invitation 
is that the concerned institution should arrange a vehicle 
for my to and fro journey. I never accepted any remuneration 
for this purpose because it was my strong conviction that 
as a teacher, true to his profession, it is my foremost duty 
to acquire knowledge and propagate the same for the benefit 
of my students as long as I am physically and mentally 
capable of doing so. 


If one looks at the Appendix-1, in which I have listed 
the names of books, written or translated by me, that I have 
written books on various tastes and topics, such as science 
fiction, popular science, biography of eminent scientists, 
history, philosophy and sociology of science, futurology, 
interactions of science and society, environmental pollution, 
ecological disequilibrium, climate change, ways of building 
adequate human resources for the country for tackling the 
challenges of the present and the future without any future 
shock and, of course, children literature. My main focus 
and objective of laying so much emphasis in my literary 
activities as an educationist and writer to enlighten my 
students and the public in general to develop a holistic and 
empathetic outlook in them which will enable them to 
contribute their inherent abilities for their own self-reliant 
and contented family life as well as to raise the productivity 
in any production sector which they have adopted for the 
sustainable and inclusive welfare of mankind at large. I have 
written children literature to enlighten and ignite young 
minds about the scientific discoveries and their uses for 
the welfare of mankind, biography of eminent scientists to 
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inspire them to emulate their methods of creating new 
knowledge or ideas. Yet these books were mostly written 
by me due to the persuasion of the concerned publishers. 
Of course, for such literary activities, I have been awarded 
by the state authorities, yet my main focus was to enrich 
Odia literature in a way which will enlighten higher 
secondary, graduate and post-graduate students, their 
teachers, educational administrators and all responsible 
citizens in general about the current trends in R & D 
activities not only in various fields of science and 
technology but also in social sciences and the proper 
management of various acquired resources. My humble 
purpose in doing so was to establish a network of 
relationships between all such human activities to let my 
readers realise that in order to develop a holistic and 
empathetic outlook and to live as a responsible citizen in 
any civil society, they have to give equal importance to 
both analytic and synthesising thinking (reductionist as well 
as holistic thinking). My humble purpose in my literary 
activities is to awaken my readers about the importance of 
the balancing and integrating act of humanities, science and 
spiritual thinking to make us a ‘whole’ man with necessary 
analytic, humanistic and holistic outlook to consciously 
take care of the sustainable survival of mankind along with 
the safe co-existence of the entire animal and plant kingdom 
of this unique biosphere of our Mother Earth. 


To enable myself to keep myself updated in my 
humble literary pursuits, since early 1960s till today I have 
been constantly in touch with developments in all these 
sectors to the best of my abilities. In addition to taking the 
help of the libraries in the institutions where I have served, 
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I have continuously enriched my personal library by 
procuring books and journals to keep myself updated about 
the latest advancements in various fields which are expected, 
to affect our future and which enlightens us to utilise our 
creative and organising abilities to tackle these mind 
boggling problems of the future. 


Moreover, through my initial experiences 1 could 
realise very early in my literary pursuits that I have to read 
classics (both Odia and English), modern fictions, important 
books on philosophy for the ‘greening’ of my mind. I could 
know convincingly very early in my professional career 
from the writings of a great educationist of USA that in 
order to live as a responsible person in any civil society, 
one has to atleast read 300 classics in various literatures 
(if necessary, their translated versions) to acquaint oneself 
about the growth and decay of various cultures and 
civilizations in the eventful history of mankind.I have made 
it a practice to read such books regularly to refresh and 
liberise my mind and to see that I do not present the facts 
in my articles and books in a robot-like factual manner but 
to make my writings intelligible, interesting and thought- 
provoking. My acquired knowledge and wisdom from reading 
such materials have immensely helped me to adopt a style 
of my own to make my articles and books interesting for 
my readers. 


Let me confess here that I face no difficulty when I 
write a book or an article in English, if only the necessary 
materials are readily available to me. But to write in Odia, 
to explain the technical terms used in English both for 
natural sciences and social sciences, I need proper 
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vocabulary in my mother tongue. The teachings of my father 
during my formative years about the grammar and about 
correct compositions in Odia, my exhaustive readings of 
classics and modern literature in Odia, my own interests in 
learning sanskrit, have immensely helped in expressing my 
thoughts. I can confidently state that I have faced absolutely 
no difficulty in expressing my thoughts in Odia while writing 
about frontiers of science and technology and about the 
latest developments in social sciences. In fact, I have 
translated feature articles written by eminent specialists in 
their own subjects in prestigious magazines like Scientific 
American and New Scientist, The Economist etc. and could 
to my own self-satisfaction unambiguously express their 
ideas in Odia. I usually spend considerable time before 
starting any writing on any subject to find the proper 
vocabulary. Only in very rare cases, whenever I have felt 
that my writings do not express the original thoughts very 
clearly, I have quoted the original writings in English at the 
right places within bracket or in footnotes. I have acquired 
enough experiences from the past six decades to let my 
young talented friends know that if we want to enrich Odia 
literature in various modern and upcoming subjects, creating 
words or proper vocabulary for the same will not present 
any serious difficulties only if we sincerely devote our 
time patiently for the same. 


A Brief Account of My Literary Activities : 


As we all know, a new paradigm in physics was created 
due to the almost simultaneous contributions of two 
extraordinarily talented physicists, namely, Albert Einstein 
and Max Planck in the beginning of the 20th century. They 
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were the originators of two epoch-making discoveries, that 
is, the theory of relativity and quantum mechanics. By the 
time I passed M.Sc. in physics and became a lecturer in 
physics in 1960, both of these paradiagmatic theories were 
made more sophisticated and were applied, both individually 
and in combination, to solve various unsolved problems in 
physical sciences. These basic theories were applied to 
various special sectors or subdivisions in physical sciences, 
which revealed the secrets of nature and led to various 
types of applications in several development sectors. Such 
theoretical and practical developments could lead to the 
unprecedented developments in various manufacturing 
sectors and ultimately these two theories led to the peak of 
the second industrial revolution all over the world, thereby 
affecting the human civilization and culture in various 
influential ways. We could know about the outstanding 
contributions of eminent scientists like Werner Heisenberg, 
Paul Dirac, Richard Feynman, Enrico Fermi, Erwin 
Schrodinger, Max Born, Wolfgang Pauli, Linus Pauling, C. 
V. Raman and many others to give a quantum lift to human 
consciousness about the external world, relating the 
microcosmos to the macrocosmos in an unprecedentedly 
meaningful way. The developments in the fields of atomic 
and nuclear physics, particle physics, astrophysics, space 
science and material science etc. could lead to the 
inventions of various technologies and new varieties of 
gadgets such as lasers and transistors and it also led to the 
destructive uses of nuclear energy in the form of atom 
bombs and thermo nuclear bombs. All of us know that second 
world war culminated tragically by the explosion of two 
bombs based on nuclear fission at Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
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in Japan, leading to unprecedented destruction of human 
lives and property. I have tried my level best to narrate all 
there historic events in various ways, writing quite a good 
number of books both on theoretical and practical aspects 
of these two fundamental theories. In fact, my first book 
was on nuclear physics, published by Jagannath Rath in the 
early 1960s, which still undergoes various revised editions 
as a popular book by different publishers. I have written 
several books on special theory of relativity and general 
theory of relativity and their applications in various ways in 
the advancement of astrophysics, space science, specifically 
the existence of black holes and their unique physical 
properties. The biography of Albert Einstein written by me 
in Odia was very popular and has undergone several editions. 
Similarly, I have written a good number of books to explain 
the philosophical foundations of quantum mechanics, the 
discovery of various fundamental particles as per theoretical 
predictions of quantum physicists. Attempts to unify the 
tour fundamental forces of the universe and thereby establish 
a unified field theory, the development of quantum 
chromodynamics, the establishment of the Standard Model 
to explain the structure of the universe in terms of its 
constituent particles. 


But in spite of the best of efforts by leading physicists 
of the world for the last few decades, it has not been 
possible to correlate gravity and quantum mechanics in a 
meaningful way to establish an unified theory, which 
physical scientists have named as ‘Theory of Everything’ 
(TOE). Both theoretical and experimental physicists are 
extremely busy during the past few decades to solve this 
mind-boggling problem and to establish a new paradigm in 
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physics after Planck and Einstein. By now they have 
established various theories like string theory, M-theory 
etc. and novel experimental techniques like LIGO (Laser 
Interforometer Gravitational Observatory) to verify any of 
the newly established theories in order to enable physicists 
to proceed in the right direction to establish the long awaited 
TOE. They are also expecting to utilise the services of very 
powerful particle colliders like the Large Hadron Collider 
(LHC) at CERN to gather new evidences to establish a 
meaningful relationship between quantum physics and 
relativity. I have tried to the best of my abilities to write 
articles and various books to acquaint my readers about 
these latest developments in physical science. 


The most talked about topic in modern physical 
sciences is about dark matter and dark energy. The matter 
and energy that constitute the universe is now understood 
to be mostly composed of the dark matter and dark energy 
which constitute about 25 percent and 70 percent 
respectively of the total mass-energy of the universe. The 
matter that we see and feel empirically, constitute only 
about 5 percent of the total mass-energy of the universe. 
Both theoretical and experimental researchers of physical 
sciences are utilising various techniques to reveal the true 
nature of dark matter and dark energy. But till today no 
reliable information could be obtained to explain the true 
nature of dark matter and dark energy. Understanding their 
true nature will also help in a meaningful way to establish 
the Theory of Everything. I have tried to acquaint my readers 
about this latest problem through my articles and books 


and also through popular lectures at various academic 
institutions. 
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When I was a P.G. student, I took electronics as my 
special paper. By the time I passed M.Sc. examination and 
became a lecturer in physics, vacuum tubes were replaced 
by recently invented transistors. There was absolutely no 
idea about microchips, or microprocessors or integrated 
circuits. During my own lifetime I could find that utilising 
the basic ideas of quantum physics, microelectronics could 
advance very rapidly, leading to the development of chips 
and microprocessors. Simultaneously, the development of 
the design of computers occurred at a rapid pace, replacing 
the vacuum tubes and transistors with microchips and 
integrated circuits. All these developments could pave the 
way for the third industrial revolution, in which the invented 
software and hardware could lead to unprecedentedly rapid 
advancements in the field of microelectronics, 
telecommunications, robotics, machine learning etc. I have 
tried to write books at regular intervals on electronics till 
2012 to acquaint my readers about these amazing 
developments. In fact, my second book on popular science 
was on electronics, which was published first in the 1960s 
by Friends’ Publishers. With progress of time and keeping 
pace with the rapid developments in this field, which could 
lead to an information technology - based (IT) knowledge 
society of the present and the future, I have written a good 
number of books so that my readers will be amused and 
thrilled by the rapid advancements in basic science and 
related technologies to give a new shape to human culture 
and civilization based on the digital revolution. 


In fact, we understand that the commencement of the 
new millennium has led to the end of the third industrial 
revolution and we are now living in the age of the ongoing 
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fourth industrial revolution. The new computer technologies, 
blockchain and distributed ledger technologies, the internet 
of thing (JOT), artificial intelligence and robotics, machine 
learning, advanced materials, additive manufacturing and 
multidimensional printing, use of drones, biotechnologies 
and neurotechnologies and virtual and augmented 
technologies are now developing at such rapid pace that 
they are certainly going to radically change the ways of 
production in all such manufacturing sectors, our own 
lifestyles, the way we conduct business, the way we create 
suitable human resource and all our economic transitions. 
Data collection and utilisation of data in all possible useful 
ways have become the essential feature of this fourth 
industrial revolution. We are now feeling gradually the 
impact of these changes in our daily lives. From 2001 till 
today I have tried my best to gather relevant information 
about the essential factors that have enabled us to replace 
the third industrial revolution and enter into a new era of 
fourth industrial revolution. Though I am no more writing 
books since 2012, I have utilised the social media (mostly 
the Timeline in Facebook) and my lectures in academic 
institutions on the latest developments in this field to 
acquaint my students and esteemed colleagues about this 
ongoing revolution which is destined to create new problems 
and which will force us inevitably to radically alter our old 
ways and means to adapt to the developments of the ongoing 
fourth industrial revolution. 


We also know that a new paradigm was established in 
the early 1950s in life sciences, when Watson and Crick 
revealed the mystery of the genetic code. During the period, 
we were college students, this topic was given the highest 
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priority in the print and the electronic media in view of its 
wider applications, particularly in the fields of healthcare, 
agriculture, pharmaceuticals and the like. By early 1960s, 
within about the last ten years I read a good number of 
books on this subject. I was very much impressed by reading 
three books, namely, (1) ‘What is Life?’ by Erwin 
Schrodinger, in which he had predicted about the nature and 
pattern of the genetic code; (2) ‘Genetic Code’ by Isaac 
Asimov, one amongst the leading popularisers of science 
in my lifetime; and (3) ‘The Double Helix’ by J. D. Watson, 
who along with Crick and Wilkins won the Nobel Prize for 
revealing the mystery of the genetic code. But, I was 
surprised that even after a decade there was no book in 
Odia to acquaint our students and the public about this 
historic and paradiagmatic development. I thought it better 
to write a book myself, which led to the publication of the 
first book in Odia literature about molecular bilogy, named 
“Jibanara Chhanda’, publised by Friends’ Publishers. I was 
surprised and delighted to find that this book became popular 
in no time and my friends and well wishers appreciated my 
bold attempt. Since then I have written about twenty books 
and published numerous articles on the rapid developments 
of molecular biology in my lifetime. I have acquainted my 
readers about all developments that have occurred in basic 
science level and in diverse applied fields. My latest books 
on this subject are related to modern gene editing tools 
such as CRISPR-Cas9, rapid advancements in synthetic 
biology, stem cell technology, customised healthcare, 
genetically modified agriculture, bio-informatics, 
proteomics, genetic therapy etc. The latest advancements 
in the software and hardware related to computers have 
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been utilised by researchers working in topics related to 
life science has led to amazing developments. I have tried 
to the best of my abilities till today to let my readers know 
how the developments in life science have dominated in 
the past few decades over physical sciences, which were 
treated till recently as ‘hard science’ or ‘exact science’. 
Molecular biology and the related bioengineering has by 
now become as ‘hard’ or ‘exact’ as the physical sciences. 
We have now understood that all future developments of 
technologies leading to inclusive human welfare will be 
based on multidisciplinary researches in which specialists 
of both physical and life sciences will play a meaningful 
correlating role. 


The other prominent technology that is now much 
talked about is nanotechnology. Scientists have now realised 
that matters at the nano stage exhibit radically new 
properties. Within the last few decades researches on 
various aspects of nano technology have been given much 
emphasis. We now understand that nanomaterials like carbon 
nanotubes and graphene will play very important roles in 
the fields of healthcare, pharmaceuticals, space technology, 
agriculture and various other sectors. I have written a good 
number of books and published numerous articles explaining 
how nanotechnology is being utilised in all sorts of 
manufacturing sectors in growing numbers and how it is 
expected also to affect many aspects of our daily life in 
future. 


Last but not the least, I have tried to give due 
importance to space science and related space technologies 
as it first began in the 1950s. Since the days of Yuri Gagarin, 
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the first cosmonant in the history of space science till 
ISRO’s (Indian Space Research Organisation) latest 
achievements in its Mars and Moon missions, I have tried 
to acquaint my readers through a good number of books 
about the progress of space science and related technologies 
with the passage of time, giving due emphasis to India’s 
achievements in this field. When the first astronant Neil 
Armstrong put his foot steps on the moon, I was posted as 
a lecturer in physics at S.C.S. College, Puri. At that time 
there was no TV broadcast available in Odisha. We depended 
on radio to get the latest news. Of course I collected all 
relevant information in detail from TIME magazine every 
week and also read different journals to know in detail 
about the Apollo moon mission in 1969. I was so enthused 
and turilled by this historic event, which led the strong 
foundation for man to conquer space after conquering land, 
air and the sea, to use space in various ways, as the last 
frontier for human welfare. In fact, I lost no time to publish 
iwo books, one after the other, named ‘Mahasunya Bigyan’ 
and ‘Chandra Bijaya’, which were published by Jagannath 
Rath and became very popular among the science-loving 
public of Odisha. Since then till 2012, I have written a 
good number of books at regular intervals to acquaint my 
readers about the developments in space technology with 
passage of time and how such developments have led to use 
Space in various useful ways for human welfare. 


Environmental Pollution and Climate Change : 


In the early sixties, when I started my literary activities, 
environmental pollution and uncertainties of climate change 
were not topics of serious discussion, though man made 
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pollution of the environment and the consequent ecological 
disasters were affecting the wellbeing of both mankind and 
the whole of plant and animal kingdom and their harmful 
effects were becoming more and more alarming with the 
passage of time. The pioneering eye-opener who could 
convincingly narrate the ongoing man-made environmental 
pollution of land, air and the sea and to awaken the general 
public and governments of all nations about its ultimate 
catastrophic consequences was Rachael Carson. She wrote 
and published a thought-provossing book titled ‘Silent 
Spring’, which created a sensation and led intellectuals and 
governments to think about remedial measures to see that 
ecology and economy could be integrated in a sustainable 
manner. I read this book which inspired me to read further 
to know the exact reasons about such environmental 
pollution and to understand how this growing calamity can 
be reduced to its minimum without affecting the 
developmental activities of various nations for their own 
interests. In addition to reading ‘Silent Spring’, I had the 
good fortune to read the following three books before I 
could, on my own behalf, enlighten my students and the 
public about this emerging most significant problem. They 
are : (1) Mankind and Mother Earth by Arnold Toynbee, 
(2) Only One Earth : The care and Maintenance of A Smell 
Planet by Barbara Ward and Rene Dubos and (3) The Ascent 
of Man by J. Bronowski. Besides these books by these 
pioneering thinkers, I also read many articles from various 
Journals to know about the consequences of the growing 
pollution of our physical environment, such as loss of 
biodiversities, acid rain, soil erosion, loss of ozone from 
the stratosphere, the increase of green house gases in the 
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atmosphere and the gradual increase in global warming with 
time, the uncertainties of climate change and the like. By 
the time I wrote my book and published it 1984, there was 
no authentic book in Odia, dealing with this subject a little 
exhaustively, My book titled ‘Ama Paribesha’, consisting 
of 440 pages of details about the reasons of various types 
of pollution, their growing damaging consequences, and the 
remedial measures to be taken to minimise the intensity of 
this disaster, was published by Odisha Book Store. This 
book, in fact, became very popular and had several 
reeditions. I am happy to find that it is still used as a 
reference book by authors of environmental pollution in 
Odisha. Since 1984 till today, I have written about 20 books, 
published numerous articles in the print media and delivered 
talks in radio and TV and at various academic and cultural 
organisations to awaken the public about this ongoing 
problem, whose intensity grows day by day. My humble 
purpose in doing so was to create enlightened public demand 
to force the state and central governmental authorities to 
take remedial measures to minimise the impact of this 
disaster and to build suitable human resources through 
proper education and training in order to tackle this problem 
so that economy ad ecology will not be antagonistic to 
each other; but both can be managed in a sustainable way 
for the inclusive welfare of whole of mankind. 


My other Literary Interests : 


(1) History and Philosophy of Science :- From the 
modest beginning of my literary pursuits, I have liked to 
read books on philosophy. I enjoyed books written by 
eminent philosophers of the West and the East and could 
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realise the importance and vital significance of philosophy 
to ‘humanise’ the ongoing progress of culture and 
civilization, instead of thinking about it in material terms. 
With passage of time, continuing further studies in 
philosophy, I could gradually realise more clearly about the 
role of spirituality to meaningfully co-ordinate and integrate 
humanities and science, so that instead of two separate 
cultures - humanities and science affecting our ways of life 
in a contradictory and confusing manner, we can establish 
‘one culture’, merging science with humanities in a 
meaningful way for the inclusive and sustainable welfare of 
mankind. I clearly understood that just like humanities and 
spiritual thinking, science is yet another manifestation of 
human creative abilities. Moreover, the scientific method 
to understand the mysteries of nature is a self-correcting 
one and like the other two processes of manifestation of 
human intellect science follows the path of unended quest 
to arrive at the absolute truth. The unended quest to know 
the ultimate mystery of nature - that is to reveal the true 
nature of the ‘Prime Mover’ or ‘Adishakti’ for the creation 
and evolution of the universe - these three streams of thought 
have been kept alive from time immemorial till today and 
will also continue in future, which is, in fact, the true identity 
of human being. 


I also spent a considerable time associating myself 
closely with theosophy, the comparative study of all 
religions, to satisfy my curiosity about the role of spiritual 
thinking in building human civilization and culture. 


In order to more and more clearly understand the true 
nature of science and in order to find ways and means to 
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merge science as an inseparable part of human culture along 
with humanities and spiritual thinking, I read a lot of 
literature about the history and philosophy of science. I 
read the pioneering and thought - provoking books written 
by eminent philosophers of 20th century in science, namely, 
Karl Popper, Imre Lakatos, Gerald Holton and Thomas 
Kuhn, to name only a few. I could learn about logical 
positivism giving ultimate shape to the scientific method, 
about the thematic origins of scientific thoughts, and also 
about the nature of scientific revolutions. Specifically, the 
best-seller ‘The Nature of Scientific Revolutions’ by Thomas 
Kuhn, an eminent philosopher of science, could enlighten 
me about how the various branches of science are advancing 
due to the periodic arrivals of paradigm-makers to give 
them a progressive shape. For instance, the paradigm-makers 
in physics so far are Galileo, Newton, Maxwell, Einstein 
and Planck, who have periodically provided a quantum lift 
to human consciousness and we now expect that the time 
is already saturated for the arrival of a new paradigm-maker 
to give yet another lift to human consciousness to be a 
little more nearer to eventually arrive at the absolute truth, 
if at all it is within the limits of human understanding. Based 
on such intense studies, I have tried to write a good number 
of books and numerous articles to enlighten my students 
and the public about the significance and importance of 
history and philosophy of science for the peaceful and 
sustainable survival of mankind in our unique biosphere and 
in course of time to extend this identity of human being 
from this tiny planet to the whole of the universe. 


(2) Education or Building Human Resources :- I 
spent my entire professional career as a physics teacher 
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and as an educational administrator. While acting as an 
administrator I was first posted under the Directorate of 
Secondary Education and later under the Department of 
Higher Education, government of Odisha. While serving 
both as a teacher and an administrator I have looked at 
education from a broader perspective from primary to 
postgraduate and research level in my state in particular 
and the country in general. I realised that both structural 
and administrative measures adopted in our country to raise 
the qualitative standard of teaching and the ways adopted 
to enable our human resources to be utilised for the all- 
rounded development of our country, are not quite 
satisfactory. Even though throughout my lifetime a few 
Education Comissions have been formed and they have given 
their valuable suggestions, I could find that those 
suggestions were given political approval for 
implementation, but they were not carried out as per our 
expectations. While I am writing this book, a new education 
policy has been framed and is now exposed to public debate 
(I have already contributed my constructive criticism in 
social media). It will come into force after being enacted 
in the next session of the parliament. I am not very 
optimistic that this new policy will serve the purpose for 
which it is mean’t, that is, to see that we build human 
resources who could be self-motivated to accept education 
as “Tife-long education” to keep themselves updated in any 
profession they choose, so that unemployment as a grave 
national problem will not anymore create unwanted or 
undesirable situations in the country. Though in principle, 
these policies lay down very good suggestions, yet unwanted 
interference of government authorities (irrespective of any 
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political party in power) in both academic and administrative 
affairs of these institutions, spoil the liberal environment 
that is expected to prevail in academic institutions. 
Moreover, the budgetary provisions to strengthen the 
physical and academic infrastructure from the primary stage 
upwards are not adequate to satisfy even the minimum 
requirement. The funds provided for each level of education 
are considerably lower as compared to provisions made in 
other East Asian countries. 


Though we have accepted education as a fundamental 
right of every child and have adopted many eye-catching 
measures such as supplying midday meals to primary school 
children, cycles to girls and laptops or ipads to college 
students, yet we find from regular surveys by reputed 
institutions that the quality of teaching is not at all upto the 
standard at any level of education, which need no elaborate 
description. We all know that in spite of our best of efforts, 
even after more than 70 years after our country became 
independent, we are unable to provide qualified and well 
trained teachers to our schools and colleges to fulfill the 
demand. We have miserably failed to give suitable, fresh 
training to our teachers at regular intervals to let them know 
not only the important advancements in their own subjects 
but also about the latest challenges faced by the country 
and how to solve them by creating human resources using 
the available latest technologies through our academic 
institutions. 


From early 1960s till today I have watched very keenly 
this dismal scenario in the field of education and training 
and have tried to the best of my analytic abilities to write 
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books and articles at suitable regular intervals to awaken 
the public and the concerned educational authorities to adopt 
remedial measures so that we can build quality institutions 
both in public and private sectors, to produce such useful 
social products from our educational institutions who will 
satisfy the needs of the present and the near future. It is 
desirable that government should act only as a facilitator to 
satisfy this goal. I have observed that my role as an 
educationist through my literary activities have been well 
appreciated not only by my readers but also by the authorities 
of the then government, such as Professor Bidhubhusan 
Das, Professor (Dr) Mahendra Kumar Rout and Professor 
(Dr) K. S. R. Murty. I sincerely feel that we must learn 
Jessons from other countries, where excellent educational 
institutions are producing adequate human resources to 
tackle the challenges faced by people and creating new 
knowledge for giving our civilisation and culture a 
progressive and dynamic shape, and try to see that we modify 
our working methods radically befitting our specific 
situation So that educational institutions of India will be as 
famous and as competitive in comparison to such 
institutions in other advanced countries. 


However, before I conclude this section, what I expect 
from the soon to be implemented New Education Policy as 
a minimum requirement is well expressed in the following 
brief editorial of Time of India (16.11.2019 issue), which 
is quoted below : 


“There is no denying that India has made considerable 
improvement in education enrolment in recent years almost 
reaching the goal of universal access to schooling. But 
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learning outcomes continue to be poor, According to the 
ASER (Rural) report 2018, only 50.3 percent of class V 
children can read a class 11 level text. This shows a high 
degree of what the World Bank defines as learning poverty 
- being unable to read and understand a simple age- 
appropriate text by age 10. 


If a child can not read age-appropriate text, his or her 
learning curve is likely to plateau, as he or she will be 
unable to move on from identifying words to grasping 
subject concepts. Put another way, all later schooling 
becomes a waste. And it is generally agreed that the inflecton 
point is class IH. Countries which have prioritised and 
invested in foundational learning have produced a better 
quality of workforce, enabling their economies to take off. 
Both South Korea and China did this in the 1970s, and the 
impact on their technologies was tremendous. 


Therefore, India would do well to shift the focus onto 
foundational learning. And getting age-appropriate reading 
right by class III is a simple, quantifiable metric that can be 
implemented across the education landscape. As government 
rolls out a New National Education Policy, it would do 
well to code in foundational learning and oral reading 
fluency. Like Swachh Bharat, the government must accord 
the highest priority to this goal.” 


(3) Futurology :- We know that future of humanity 
is bound to the future of science and hinges on how 
successfully we harness technological advances to address 
our challenges. If we want science to solve our problems 
while avoiding its dystopian visions, we must think rationally, 
globally, collectively and optimistically about the long term. 
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Advances in biotechnology, cybertechnology, 
nanotechnology, robotics and artificial intelligence (Al) - 
if pursued and applied wisely - could empower us to 
overcome the threats humanity faces on Earth, from climate 
change to nuclear war, from our threats to be overpowered 
by artificial intelligence and from the threat of man acting 
as God through germ-line genetic therapy to alter natural 
evolution may be to his own peril !! Eminent futurologists 
have written books during the past few decades, acquainting 
us not only about the frontiers of science and technology 
but also the possible end results which may radically change 
our lifestyle for a better future for mankind. They have 
awakened our consciousness about the challenges we are 
facing now and how to solve those man-made or natural 
challenges through science and technology. The 
contributions made by the eminent futurologists not only 
excite and thrill us about the latest amazing achievements 
of science and technology but also enable us to avoid any 
future shock in view of the radical changes that mankind 
has to face in future. It has become a habit with me to read 
the best-sellers written by these eminent thinkers and to be 
excited about the possible changes that mankind has to face 
by virtue of his own creative and innovative abilites. I am 
mentioning below a few most well renowned best-sellers 
for my readers to make it convenient to read them if they 
have not read them so far, to know about the significant 
role played by the futurologists to assure us to keep faith 
on man’s creative ahilities and to be optimistic about our 
bright future. They certainly provide romance, thrill and 
excitement to awaken us about the dynamic and progressive 
nature of human thoughts with passage of time. The list 
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below, though not exhaustive, is certainly the best among 
many books on futurology I have read so far : 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


(7) 


(8) 


(9) 


On The Future : Prospect for Humanity by Martin 
Rees. 


Physics of the Future : How science will shape the 
human destiny and our daily lives by the year 2100 by 
Michio Kaku. 


The Future of Mind : The scientific quest to understand, 
enhance and empower the mind by Michio Kaku. 


The Future of Humanity : Transforming Mars, 
Interstellar Travel, Immortality and Our Destiny 
Beyond Earth by Michio Kaku. 


Singularity is Near : When Human Transend Biology 
by Ray Kurzweil. 


The Age of Spiritual Machines : When Computers 
exceed Human Intelligence by Ray Kurzweil. 


How to Create a Mind : The Secret of Human Thought 
Revealed by Ray Kurzweil. 


Enlightenment Now : The Case of Reason, Science, 
Humanism, and progress by Steven Pinker. 


Homo Deus : A Brief History of Tomorrow by Yuval 
Noah Harari. 


(10) The New Digital Age : Reshaping the Future of People, 


Nature and Business by Eric Schimdt and Javed Cohen. 


(11) Shaping the Future of the Fourth Industrial Revolution 


: A Guide to Building A Better World by Klaus Schwab. 
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Reading such books encouraged me to enrich my Odia 
literature about futurology. So, though a little late in my 
literary career, I have written a good number of book on 
futurology in Odia, till 2012, which are listed in Appendix 
- and a list of books I have written from 2001 to 2012 
given in this chapter. I find that such books could excite 
and ignite young minds, because when I went to deliver 
lecturers on frontiers of science and technology in academic 
institutions, students were more eager to know about 
futurology and asked me interesting questions related to 
the subject. It is quite evident that if we enrich Odia 
literature about futurology, then those books will certainly 
act as stimulating catalysts for young talents to use their 
imagination and creative abilities to become more and more 
innovative to solve the unsolved problems surrounding them. 


(4) Importance of ethics to control the advancements 
of science and technology only for constructive and 
beneficial purposes : 


We know from recent history that the nuclear fission 
bomb was first built by US authorities under extreme 
secrecy. This historic event might not have happened if the 
decision for building such a destructive weapon could be 
exposed to public debate. After the tragic end of the second 
World War, people all over the world became more and 
more conscious about the dominant role of science and 
technology to shape the future of human civilisation. We 
all knew from the 50s and 60s of the 20th century that 
human inventive abilities could make it possible to travel in 
space. Space technologies advanced at a rapid pace and as 
the last frontier we are now utilising space to serve various 
essential purposes and in the meanwhile a large number of 
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spaceships have been sent to space for serving various goals. 
We now realise that just as we have polluted land, air and 
the sea implementing man-made technologies to satisfy 
our selfish ends, similarly we are also polluting outer space. 
It is learnt that the space debris has now reached dangerous 
proportions, which may cause serious harm to the spaceships 
already existing in space or those which are being sent to 
space. As more and more spacefaring nations are 
implementing various schemes for utilising space for human 
welfare, it has now become an urgent necessity to frame 
international law for space by arriving at a consensus at 
United Nations and to implement the same for minimising 
space pollution any further. 


Similarly, we know that from early 1950s to the present 
times, molecular biology has advanced at a very rapid rate 
and its basic ideas have been utilised in various ways for 
several applications. Biotechnology or bioengineering is 
now being more and more extensively used in almost all 
developmental sectors such as healthcare, agriculture, 
manufacturing industries and the like. We are already well 
aware of the fact that gene editing has advanced to such an 
extent that man has acquired the capacity to act as God to 
change the course of natural evolution by artificial means. 
Germ-line gene therapy has become a practical possibility 
which has the potential to alter the genomes of our future 
generations in a pre-determined manner. Moreover, synthetic 
biology has advanced to such an extent that there is a 
possibility of building destructive biological weapons to 
cause unprecedented destruction of human lives of the 
enemy nations. Unless we frame international law to control 
R & D activities in molecular biology, there is a possibility 
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that uncontrolled R & D activities may cause unprecedented 
harm not only to human beings but to the entire plant and 
animal kingdom. Learning from the past experiences in the 
field of nuclear physics, biologists have from the very 
beginning given due importance to control research activities 
in molecular biology to ensure safety of life. It is heartening 
to note that the importance of ethical considerations is 
given due importance by all academic and research 
institutions in all countries. 


We now find that similar situations have arisen also 
in the fields of nanotechnology and artificial intelligence. 
When nanotechnology was advancing at a rapid pace in its 
intial stage of development, anxieties were expressed that 
it has the potential to harm us. Futurologists apprehended 
that researchers may create nanobots, which may eventually 
gain the capability to reproduce themselves and self- 
organise in such a manner that they may cause unprecedented 
harm to human beings, overpowering human intelligence. 
But we now find that R & D activities in nanotechnology 
are carried out giving due importance to ethical issues, for 
which proper academic infrastructures have been created in 
all academic and research institutions. 


During the ongoing Fourth Industrial Revolution in 
the first few decades of 21st century, we now find that 
artificial intelligence (Al) is developing at a rapid rate. 
Apprehensons have already been raised by eminent 
intellectuals-namely Stephen Hawking and Elon Musk - that 
it may eventually overpower human intelligence and cause 
Frankenstin - like unimaginable harm and destruction to 
our civilisation and culture. But as we now find from the 
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trends exhibited by modern R & D activities related to 
artificial intelligence, machine learning and all such frontier 
technologies, researchers will crtainly take absolutely safe 
precautionary measures before such alarming situations 
could arise. 


Thus, we find that in all branches of science and 
technology, we are being forced by past experiences, to 
give due importance to ethical considerations to control 
the flow and pattern of researchers’ activities to ensure that 
science and technology can only be used for inclusive 
welfare of whole of mankind. 


We realise now more and more clearly with the 
passage of time that ethical considerations are inseparably 
connected to holistic thinking. As we experienced during 
the past three industrial revolutions, carried out in succession 
in the past few centuries, researchers have given one-sided 
importance to reductive thinking. Reductionism empowers 
them to use analytic thinking to control specific parts of 
nature for profitable purposes without giving any 
consideration about such efforts over the whole of the 
indivisible nature. By such selfish activities man has already 
polluted the physical environment and all important 
ecosystems in such a way that we are forced to suffer the 
ill effects of environmental pollution and climate change, 
which is expected to cause irrecoverable damages unless 
we take due precautionary and remedial measures to avoid 
such a self-annihilating catastrophy. That is why, we are 
now giving due proportional importance to analytic thinking 
and holistic thinking - analysis and synthesis - to give shape 
to our progressive civilisation and culture in a sustainable 
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way. Ethical considerations and holistic thinking are given 
their due importance to safeguard our future, while using 
rapidly advancing technologies for the qualitative 
improvement of our life style with passage of time. 


I have tried to the best of my abilities to give due 
emphasis to ethics, asthetics and holistic thinking while 
writing articles and books on various scientific topics. We 
certainly realise by now from both our past experiences as 
well as from the present ongoing events that unless we 
develop an empathetic attitude based on ethical and holistic 
considerations, the global society that we are creating using 
such technologies on Earth will not be well integrated and 
harmonised to lead to a sustainable and inclusive future for 
whole of mankind in this unique biosphere of our Mother 
Earth. 


(5) Biography of Eminent Scientists : 


At the initial stage of my literary pursuits, after 
publishing a few books on popular scientific topics, I wrote 
a biography of a Albert Einstein, in which I tried to explain 
all his paradigmatic discoveries in a comprehensive manner. 
This biography, first published by Jagannath Rath, became 
popular in no time and my senior colleagues in the physics 
department of Ravenshaw College appreciated my bold 
attempts to explain basic physics in an interesting and 
simple way. This book has in the meanwhile been published 
by other publishers. My next attempt was to write a biography 
of eminent Indian scientists, from the ancient age to the 
modern times. This series was titled ‘Bharatiya Bigyan O’ 
Baigyanika’ and was published in three volumes. The fourth 
volume was subtitled ‘Paramanu Shakti Bisesanka’, that is 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


Born to be a Learner 1151 


a special volume on biographies of eminent Indian nuclear 
scientists. Incidentally, I presented a set of this series to 
Professor Pranakrushna Parija at his residence. To my 
surprise, after a fortnight, I got a letter by post addressed 
to me in my Ravenshaw College address from him, in which 
he praised me for such pioneering efforts to awaken our 
young generation about India’s achievements in science and 
technology from ancient times to the modern age. I 
dedicated the special volume to Professor Parija and 
published his letter of appreciation as a foreward of the 
book. In the meanwhile 1 received an assignment from 
National Book Trust to translate a biography of Jagadish 
Chandra Bose into Odia, which I could complete within the 
scheduled time. After a few years NBT authorities again 
asked me to translate a biography of Meghnad Saha, which 
I obliged as per their time schedule. While writing these 
biographies, I could know that Professor Parija was a 
batchmate of S.N. Bose and Meghnad Saha. So, I thought it 
proper time to write a biography of Professor Pranakrushna 
Parija, which was published by Friends Publishers. This book 
also became very popular. Simultaneously, 1 translated all 
the important lectures delivered by Professor Parija at 
national and international conferences and published them 
in various magazines. Eventually I got an assignment from 
NBT to write the biography of Professor Parija, which I 
obliged. In this revised and enlarged edition. I included Odia 
version of his important lecturers. I was very much delighted 
when I received a letter from Professor Sadasiv Misra, in 
which he praised my style of writing in Odia and the 
comprehensive and lucid ways I have presented the facts 
contained in those lectures. I have published that letter of 
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appreciation in an article contained in Professor Misra’s 
Birth Centenary Compilation. 


Many leading publishers of Cuttack had requested me 
to write biographies of scientists and I have tried my best 
to oblige them. My anthologies containing short 
biographical sketches of eminent scientists were published 
by Friends’ Publishers in several volumes titled ‘Amara 
Baigyanika Granthamala’. I also wrote ten books on 
biographies of world renowned scientists which were 
published by Books and Books; among those books the 
biography of Sir C. V. Raman became most popular and had 
a few subsequent reeditions. I wrote a good number of 
short booklets, confined within 32 to 40 pages, for 
Janashakti Pustakalaya, among which the biography of 
Samant Chandrasekhar was most popular. After S. 
Chandrasekhar and Abdus Salam received Nobel Prize in 
physics, I wrote the biography of these two scientists which 
was published by Jagannath Rath. A book titled ‘Bigyan O’ 
Baigyanika’ was published by Books and Books, which 
contained a biographical sketch of Professor Parija as one 
of the articles. This book was prescribed as a supplementary 
text book in Odia for the higher secondary students by the 
Council of Higher Secondary Education (CHSE), Odisha. 
Sponsored by UNICEF aided project, mean’t for neoliterate 
gurls and women, I wrote the biography of Mary Curie, 
which was published by State Council of Educational 
Research and Training (SCERT) in 1982. 


While I was serving at Ravenshaw College, I took the 
help of the historic Kanika Library to write a book titled 
‘Five Eminent Physicists’. This book contained the 
biographies of C. V. Raman, Meghnad Saha, S. N. Bose, H. 
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J. Bhabha and Vikram Sarabhai. This book was published by 
Kalyani Publishers, New Delhi. I could find that reviews of 
this book were published in all national newspapers, 
appreciating my efforts to acquaint readers about outstanding 
contributions to physics by eminent Jndian physicists. I was 
extremely delighted when I found a review of this book, 
written by my revered teacher and world renowned poet Sri 
Jayanta Mohapatra, published in the popular monthly science 
magazine Science Reporter. It is not out of context to 
mention here that, as this book became popular, my 
publisher requested me to write another book for their 
publication. I obliged them by writing an anthology of essays 
about frontiers of science and technology which was titled 
‘Science and Technology for Today and Tomorrow’. 


I translated three lectures delivered by Dr. A.P.J. Abdul 
Kalam, Alvin Tofler and Richard Clinton in an annual 
conclave organised by India Today. The subject matter of 
those talks was : “India Tomorrow : A Global Giant or 
Pigmy”. Before each translated version of the lecture, I 
also wrote a short biography of the three eminent 
intellectuals. Eventually, I presented a copy of the same 
book to Dr. A.P.J. Kalam by post, when he was President of 
India. To my delight, after about a fortnight, I got a short 
letter of appreciation from him, which I published as a 
foreward in subsequent editions of the book, titled 
‘Asantakalira Bharatabarsa’. 


My last attempt to write a biography, was, in fact, my 
last book in Odia, published in 2012, by Agraduta. It is the 
biography of Steve Jobs. I have dedicated this book to the 
memory of my closest friend Sarat Kumar Mohanty, 
renowned mathematician and author in Odia literature. 
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Thus biographies of scientists is a major part of my 
contribution to Odia literature in popular science. The above 
narrative does not present an exhaustive account; but almost 
all of my literary activities in this sphere are listed in 
Appendix-1 (A). 


(6) My Other Varied Publications : 
(a) Text Books : 


At the very early stage of my career in Odisha 
Education Service, after being transferred from B.J.B. 
College to Ravenshaw College, I thought about writing text 
books on physics, in addition to my earlier passion to enrich 
Odia literature, particularly in popular science. At that time 
the pre-university and pre-professional courses were 
introduced in the higher secondary stage. So, I first wrote 
two text books on pratical physics for these students which 
was published by Jagannath Rath. Also, a course on general 
knowledge was then introduced for higher secondary 
students. My classmate and colleague, Sri Bharat Mullick 
asked me to write the science portion of the prescribed 
syllabus, and he wrote the humanities portion. This book 
was published by Jagannath Rath and became a best-seller. 
I observed that when books written by authors from Odisha, 
could provide a profitable business for book-sellers, other 
local publishers were tempted to publish such books. Of 
course, few other books on general knowledge, written by 
our senior colleagues were published by other publishers 
after our initial successful attempt. But our book remained 
as the best-seller as long as this course was in operation at 
higher secondary stage. At that time, I realised from my 
own experience that pre-professional students in science 
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were not finding a suitable text book in the market catering 
to their exact needs as per the prescribed syllabus. I thought 
it proper to first write a help book, covering the whole 
courses and named it ‘A Complete Course in Physics’. This 
book was also published by Jagannath Rath and was delighted 
to find that within two years it had three re-editions. I want 
to record humbly here my pioneering attempts to write text 
books in Science for higher secondary students inspired 
others to do the same. Very soon, I found that Dr. G. N. 
Mohapatra, Dr. K. Samal, Sri A. K. Meeshraw and a few 
others wrote books in science for college students, which 
wre published by local publishers. 


After the New Education Policy was in operation in 
the early 1980s, I wrote a text book on physics, consisting 
of two volumes, for the higher secondary (+2) students. 
These two volumes were published by Books and Books 
and for a few years they remained unrivalled best-sellers. 
Then I wrote a text book on practical physics for higher 
secondary students which was published by Kitab Mahal. 
This book, in fact, remained a best-seller for about coming 
three decades. Both Kitab Mahal and later Books and Books 
published this book. From the point of view of receiving 
royalty from wiritng text books is concerned, this book is 
the most successful book among all my text books for 
college students. I wrote a book titled ‘Examples in 
Physics’, which was published by Kalyani Publishers, Delhi. 
Then I wrote text books for degree (+3) students. Two 
volumes of the text books on physics for degree students 
were published by Books and Books. I also wrote a text 
book on practical physics for degree students with Sri 
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Jagadish Mohanty as the senior co-author, which was 
published by Kalyani Publishers, New Delhi. 


I have also written a text book in Odia on physics for 
higher secondary students, titled ‘Bhoutik Bigyan’, with 
eminent poet and physicist Sri Jayanta Mahapatra as my 
senior co-author. A book of unique taste, explaining, basic 
ideas of physics for beginners, titled, ‘Lessons in Physics’ 
was written by me with Dr. Harihara Mishra as my senior 
co-author. This book, because of its novel characteristic, 
was very much appreciated by our colleagues. 


When I was Vice-principal of Ravenshaw College, a 
general studies course was introduced in the degree (+3) 
stage in Utkal, Berhampur and Sambalpur universities, which 
was mean’t to acquaint students of science about basic facts 
in social sciences and to acquaint students of arts and 
commerce about basic facts in science and technology. 
Science in Everyday Life, Evolution of Life, Energy 
Resources, Environmental Physics were some of the 
subjects on science stream, of which students were given 
the option to choose anyone. In fact, my students at 
Ravenshaw College requested me to write books on such 
subjects at my earliest convenience to enable them to get 
a suitable reference book for their chosen subjects. I 
obliged them. In addition to writing separate books on each 
of the above subjects, I wrote eleven books in English on 
popular scientific topics. I need not elaborate about them 
because all these books are listed in Appendex-1(E) for my 
readers’ ready reference. 


(b) Translated Books : 


I have already mentioned that early in my literary 
career I was given an assignment by National Book Trust 
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(NBT) to translate a biography of Jagadish Chandra Bose. 
Later, I have translated more books, published by NBT into 
Odia (5 books in all), which are listed in Appendix-1 (D). 
It is not out of context to mention here that NBT also 
published my original book on the biography of Professor 
Pranakrushna Parija in 2005. 


I have translated books on popular science, written by 
world renowned scientists, namely A Brief History of Time 
by Stephen Hawking, Science and Society by Dr. M. G. K. 
Menon, etc. Also, I have translated certain books from 
English to Odia which dealt with the political developments 
arising at the time of national emergency, declared by the 
then Prime Minister Srimati Indira Gandhi. I along with 
some of my co-authors translated these books, to satisfy 
the curiosity and anxiety of people, knowing fully well that 
these books will become best-sellers. All such books have 
been published by Books and Books in 1977 and 1978. 
(During this period, I also wrote a biography of Jayaprakash 
Narayan, with my journalist brother Sri Deba Prasad Mishra 
as my co-author), which was published by Friends’ 
Publishers. I translated a few essays on scientific topics, 
written originally by Professor (Dr.) K. S. R. Murty and 
titled it ‘Bigyan Manasa’, which was published by Books 
and Books. Both of us received the Bishuba Milan Award 
from Prajatantra Prachar Samiti in 1975 for this work. I 
need not give any elaborate list here about the translated 
books which were published by publishers, other than NBT, 
as the complete list is presented in Appendix-1 (E) for my 
readers’ ready reference. 
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(c) Editing Books and Journals : 


Throughout my life, I have been associated with 
various academic and cultural institutions and with some 
NGOs too. Due to such close associations, I was given the 
opportunity to edit certain books and jounals. I am not 
elaborating about them, as the complete list of all such 
achievements is given in Appendix-1(G). 


(d) List of Books Published after 2001 : 


After completing my assignment as President of 
Odisha Bigyan Academy in 2001, 1 did not take up any 
other full time assignment, though I was repeatedly offered 
various assignments as principal and professor by various 
technical institutions around Cuttack and Bhubaneswar. I 
preferred to spend the rest of my life quietly and spending 
my time in my personal library, which provides me untold 
self-satisfaction. As before, I am purchasing books and 
Journals and spending my working hours in my usual literary 
activities. Between 2001 and 2012 I have written 10 books, 
and after 2012 I have not written any new book. These ten 
books are not listed in Appendix-1. Therefore, I am 
presenting that list below :- 


(1) Bichitra EB’ Biswa, Odisha Book Store, Cuttack. 
(2) Baigyanika Chintana-2008, Agaraduta, Cuttack. 
(3) Mahakasha Bigyanara Pachash Barsa, Agraduta, Cuttack 


(4) Asambhabara Padartha Bigyana, Prachi Sahitya 
Pratisthana, Cuttack 


(5) Bigyana Jagatara Chalanti Halchal, Prachi Sahitya 
Pratisthan, Cuttack 
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(6) 2009 : Antahrastriya Jyotipadartha Bigyan Barsa, 
Friends’ Publishers, Cuttack. 


(7) Juga Awhana Paripekhire Ama Ati Darakari Padartha 
Bigyana, Nabaranga, Cuttack. 


(8) Bramhandotpatira Anguli Chhapa, Nabaranga, Cuttack. 
(9) Baigyanika Chintana-2011, Agraduta, Cuttack. 


(10) Steve Jobs : A Biography, Agraduta (2012), My last 
book, dedicated to my departed, closest friend Sri 
Sarat Kumar Mohanty. 


Including Appendix-1 and the above list, I have listed 
135 books in total about my literary activities. I have lost 
contact of few of my books, about 10 in number, as I cannot 
recollect them any more. 


After 2012, though I have not written any books or 
articles in favour of publication, I have remained active in 
the social media. My habit of enriching my personal library 
and spending most of my working hours there, reading the 
latest published books and journals continues as before. Of 
course, I devote one hour or a little more for writing one 
or two articles, book reviews, my observations on important 
current events in my Timeline in Facebook. I get personal 
satisfaction when I find that my talented students, colleagues 
and eminent intellectuals within and outside the country 
appreciate such literary activities. I am still accepting 
invitations from various academic and cultural institutions 
all over the state to deliver lectures and it gives me immense 
self-satisfaction for doing so. As a senior citizen and a 
teacher, I realise that it is my prime duty and responsibility 
to propagate knowledge as an educationist so long as I 
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possess a balanced mind and good health to conduct such 
activities to the best of my abilities. 


My Association with Various Cultural Societies : 


I had the good fortune to associate myself with various 
historic and reputed academic and cultural institutions. Also, 
I associated myself with various governmental and non- 
governmental organisations (NGOs) to foster a scientific 
temper in society, to spread knowledge about use of science 
and technology for human welfare, and to awaken the public 
to minimise their ecological footprints inorder to act as 
responsible citizens in view of the alarming environmental 
pollution and the uncertainties of climate change. I am 
mentioning below a list of a few notable cultural societies 
in which I acted as an office bearer :- 


(1) Secretary, Ravenshaw College Old Boys’ Association. 


(11) Life Member of Bigyan Prachar Samiti and had acted 
as its editor of publications for a good number of 
years. 


(111) Member of Theolophical Society, Odisha and edited 
a journal ‘Theoscientist’ on its behalf for a good 
number of years. 


(iv) Secretary of Odisha Association for Cultivation of 
Science for two years. 


(v) President, Odisha Bigyan Academy, a government of 
Odisha undertaking, for two years (1999-2001). 


(vi) President of Einstein’s Science Club, Cuttack. 
(vii) Member of the Advisory Council (Odia) of National 
Book Trust. 
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(viii) Member of Programme Advisory Committee, All India 
Radio, Cuttack for two years (2008-2010). 


(ix) Vice-President, Association of Ravenshaw Physics 
Alumni (ARPA) from 2003-2005. 


(x) Secretary, Professor Pranakrushna Parija Smruti 
Committee for a good number of years. 


(xi) Member, Governing Body of Pathani Samanta 
Planetarium from 10.7.2008 for three years. 


(xii) I am associated very closely with various non- 
government Voluntary Organisations (NGOs). 


Awards and Felicitations : 


Between 1975 to 2011 I have received awards from 
various reputed institutions and cultural societies. I have 
also been felicitated by various government and non- 
government organisations for my literary activities spanning 
the last six decades. I am mentioning below the following 
notable and memorable events of my life for my readers 
appreciation :- 


(1) Odisha Sahitya Academy Award (Odia Essays) : 1985. 
(11) Bisuba Award of Prajatantra Prachar Samiti : 1975. 


(iii) Pranakrushna Parija Award for popular Science (Utkal 
Sahitya Samaj) : 1994. 


(iv) Bhubaneswar Pustak mela Puraskar for popular 
science : 2004. 


(v) Rajadhani Pustak Mela Puraskar for popular science 
: 2004. 
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(v1) 


(vi) 


(viii) 
(ix) 
(x) 
(xi) 


(xii) 


(x11) 
(xiv) 


(xv) 


(xvi) 


Born to be a Learner 


Felicitated as an outstanding teacher and eminent 
writer by Odisha Physical Society in its annual 
convocation, 2006. 


Felicitated by Science Organising Committee of 
Cuttack district for outstanding contributions in 
popular science. (Bigyana Sachetana Barsa, 2004). 


‘Pathani Samanta Puraskar’, Nayagarh : 1989. 
Gokarnika Puraskar, Dharmasala : 1988. 
Manikarnika Puraskar, Cuttack : 1982. 


Professor Mahendra Kumar Rout Puraskar; popular 
science award by Bijaya Gobinda Smaraki Databya 
Trust, Odisha : 2003. 


‘Unmesh Puraskar’ , Odisha Kishore Sahitya Academy, 
Cuttack : 1981. 


Nilasaila Puraskar, Cuttack, 1983. 


Radhanath Rath Gold Medal for popular science by 
Utkal University : 1985. 


Jibana Ranga Puraskar, Cuttack : 1985. 


Bigyanaloka Roupya Jayanti Samaroha Samman, 
Bigyan Prachar Samiti : 2002. 


(xvii) Felicitated by All Radio, Cuttack on its Foundation 


Day, 2009. 


(xvii) Teachers’ Day Felicitation, by Rotary Club of Cuttack 


: 2009. 


(xix) Felicitated by Utkal Pathak Sansad, 2011. 
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CHAPTER - VII 
Born to be a learner 


From the beginning of my professional career as a teacher 
in physics, all throughout my life I have tried to the best of 
my abilities to acquire latest knowledge about science and 
technology to keep myself updated to acquaint my students 
about the frontiers of science and technology. I realised 
that unless I myself possess adequate knowledge about the 
latest trends in the advancement of science and technology 
and about their possible uses for human welfare, I can not 
give proper guidance to my students about the progressive 
nature of modern civilization and culture in which science 
and technology plays a prominent and a vital role and how 
they should prepare themselves to keep pace with these 
ongoing developments, so that their acquired knowledge 
could be possibly utilised to solve our national problems 
without any apprehension of future shock for not being 
able to do so. I could find that in all advanced countries, 
such as USA and UK those academicians who excel in 
scientific and technological R & D activities, are writing 
books and articles to propagate the latest findings in their 
own subjects, so that not only people will become aware 
about the latest discoveries and inventions, but also adequate 
funds could be made available for conducting such R & D 
activities through public demand from government and 
private sources. In those advanced countries, the politicians 
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and the administrators are also forced to make themselves 
aware about these progressive ideas, so that they can take 
adequate timely actions as per the aspirations of the 
enlightened public. By encouraging such a congenial and 
supportive tradition to be built up with passage of time, 
those advanced countries could produce suitable human 
resources through proper education and training, to give a 
dynamic and progressive shape to their industrial civilization 
and culture. Unfortunately I could find from my own 
experience with passage of time that in our country eminent 
scientists and technologists in general mostly possessed an 
ivory tower mentality and did not think it proper even to 
acquaint their students and the public about their 
contributions to their own subjects. Leaving aside a few 
eminent scientists, namely, S. N. Bose, M. G. K. Menon, J. 
V. Narlikar, A. P. J. Abdul Kalam, Raja Ramanna, C.N.R. 
Rao and a few others, most of the eminent academicians 
did not take the required interest to let the students and the 
public know about the results of their R & D activities. Of 
course, by now the situation has changed. In the global 
society of modern times, specifically after the 
establishment of the information-technology (IT) based 
knowledge society, eminent Indian scientists and specialists 
in other disciplines too, are writing and publishing books 
and articles keeping pace with the demands of the age. But 
during most of the period, I was a teacher in physics, I had 
to depend mostly on books and journals written by foreign 
authors which were very costly. If such resources were not 
available in the college library, where I served, I had to 
purchase them to satisfy my curiosity. In fact, throughout 
my teaching career I have purchased books written by 
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eminent scientists and intellectuals to satisfy my curiosity. 
This mindset still persuades me to purchase books and enrich 
my personal library so that I can keep pace with the rapid 
advancements of science and technology and use my 
acquired knowledge for the benefit of the aspiring young 
generation by writing articles in the social media or 
delivering lectures as and when I get opportunities to do 
so. I always feel that I am born to be a learner and making 
learning a life-long aspiration and luxury. I have tried my 
best to serve the young generation through my humble 
literary pursuits. Even though I am now in my early eighties 
I am trying to acquire all the best-sellers of my choice 
through e-commerce and thus keep myself updated about 
the latest developments in natural and social sciences. This 
sort of academic pursuit gives me enough self-satisfaction 
and the necessary encouragement to spend my time fruitfully 
as long as I aam physically and mentally fit to continue this 
learning process. 


I have written already in earlier chapters that I started 
my literary pursuits, first by writing books on popular 
science and then with passage of time extending such 
pursuits in other subjects. But when I started writing on 
popular science, I was a little confused. I found that some 
of my senior writers, who have in the meanwhile earned a 
good name as writers in popular science, have not clearly 
indicated for whom their publications were mean’t. Children’ 
literature, literature for middle and high school students, 
literature for college students and the public, literature for 
neo-literates are expected each of special nature to enable 
those readers to comprehend and appreciate the contents 
mean’t for them. But some authors preferred to present 
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their contributions to science and technology (perhaps for 
all categories of readers) as if they possess magical 
properties or they were miracles. These books, which were 
mean’t for public consumption, could not let the readers 
know about the creative and innovative abilities of the 
discoverers or inventors behind such success, thus 
trivialising science for earning popularity for their literary 
pursuits. Also, I found that some authors, writing on 
scientific topics, specifically for children, were producing 
excellent books, which were certainly comparable to the 
best children books in any advaned literature in the world. 
Those senior authors were few in number, namely, Binode 
Kanungo, Shantanu Kumar Acharya and Chittaranjan Das. 
Reading the books written by these three authors, I was 
convinced that my mental pursuits and attitude do not enable 
me to excel in writing children literature. So, I decided that 
I shall write books for students of higher classes and 
intellectuals of the state. Books and articles written by Dr. 
Pranakrushna Parija, Dr. Bidyadhar Padhy, Sri Sarat Kumar 
Mohanty, Dr. Jayakrushna Mohanty, Dr. Balaram Sahu, Dr. 
N. C. Nayak and Dr. L. N. Patnaik and a few others were a 
source of inspiration for me. As I have mentioned earlier, 
two most prominent writers and co-founders of Bigyan 
Prachar Samiti, Dr. Gopal Chandra Patnaik and my revered 
teacher Dr. Gokulananda Mohapatra, were a constant source 
of inspiration for me throughout my literary pursuits. So, 
I continued with my literary activities to enrich Odia 
literature in popular science and with passage of time public 
appreciation encouraged me to write a good number of 
books of varied tastes to enlighten the talented young 
generation. It also gave me immense pleasure to see that 
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those writers who were laying more importance to 
popularise science as a form of magic or miracle, rather 
than showing science as one way of manifestation of human 
creative ability to explain the mystery of nature, later 
changed their attitude in their literary activities - not to 
trivialise science merely for the sake of gaining popularity. 
At this stage of my life, I am feeling enough satisfaction to 
find that a good number of writers are now exhibiting 
excellence in writing books and articles on science and 
technology in various forms, which are comparable to the 
best books in any other regional literature in our country. 
Dr. Lambodar Prasad Singh, Dr. Ramesh Chandra Parida, 
Nikhilananda Panigrahi, Dr. N. P. Das, Dr. Kartik Swain, 
Mayadher Swain, Dr. (Mrs) Mrudula Mishra, Himanshu 
Sekhar Fatesingh, Dr. Chittaranjan Mishra, Dr. Pramod 
Kumar Mohapatra and a few others are regularly writing 
excellent books and articles on popular science of various 
tastes, thereby ensuring a bright future for enriching Odia 
literature. 


So far as preventive healthcare, prevention of child 
mortality and malnutrition and rapid advancements in modern 
medical treatments are concerned, many eminent doctors 
at present are making us aware about these latest 
developments through the print, electronic and social media. 
I am very much impressed by the constant efforts of Dr. 
Niranjan Tripathy, Dr. Nityananda Swain and Dr. Sachidananda 
Satpathy to enrich Odia literature in this respect. 


Throughout my professional career, I have tried to 
identify and encourage young talents who could exhibit early 
signs of their creative abilities. Even when I was an 
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administrator, I never failed in my search for young talents 
and encouraging them when I visited educational institutions 
throughout the state. I have encouraged many young teachers 
in schools and many young lecturers in various colleges to 
write articles and books utilising their own characteristic 
creative talents for the enrichment of Odia literature. I have 
persuaded a few of my publishers to publish anthology of 
their poems or short stories, fictions, articles on natural 
and social sciences, on healthcare to encourage them in 
their literary pursuits. Most of the publishers have obliged 
me in this respect. At this old age, I am enjoying enough 
self-satisfaction to find that those budding talents have now 
established themselves as reputed writers in Odia literature. 
Also, I have mentioned earlier, to write text books for 
college students was another significant aspect of my 
intellectual pursuits. During my professional career, I have 
persuaded a few of my senior colleagues who had already 
earned enough reputation as excellent teachers in their own 
subjects, to write text books for their own students. Due to 
my constant persuasion, some of them agreed to do so. In 
order to ensure that their efforts became a reality, I have 
asked some reputed publishers of Cuttack to assure them 
through contract to publish their books. I was satisfied to 
find that the books written by them were published and in 
course of time they could establish themselves as reputed 
authors of text books. Of course, by now, we find that many 
eminent authors of Odisha have earned national and 
international repute for writing excellent text books in their 
chosen subjects. 


Being a very sensitive and emotional person, I am 
always very much shocked and deeply pained due to the sad 
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demise of many well renowned people who have excelled 
in any discipline by virtue of their unique creative, innovative 
and organising abilities. In my own lifetime many of my 
well wishers who were eminent educationists and scientists 
have left for their heavenly abodes. Many of my senior and 
even junior colleagues have also died in my lifetime. I have 
been constantly writing obituaries about these departed souls 
and publishing them in the media. Most of these obituaries 
I have sent directly to the editors of ‘Samaj’ and ‘Prajatantra’, 
two prominent daily newspapers in Odia and the editors of 
these two papers never failed to publish those obituaries in 
their esteemed newspapers in time at prominent places to 
catch the attention of the readers.I have continued with this 
practice till now, though for the past decade I am presenting 
my memories through the social media, that is, my Timeline 
on Facebook. 


God has been very kind to enable me to transform all 
my aspirations and dreams into reality and I have no regrets; 
rather I feel proud to have become successful, in my own 
humble estimation, to have opted teaching and propagating 
knowledge as a noble profession. All my aspirations could 
become a reality because I could enjoy a peaceful family 
life throughout my lifetime so far due to the constant care 
and affection I enjoyed from my wife and children. My 
wife, Smt. Gouri Mishra, has not even once disturbed me 
while I enjoyed reading and writing for long hours in my 
library. She had taken care of all family affairs as a devoted 
house wife and I have not bothered my head about day to 
day management of household affairs. My daughter 
Sudharani and son-in-law Prabhat Ranjan Acharya are now 
well settled at Basant Kunj in New Delhi and my son 
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Girijakanta and daughter-in-law Rajashree are also well- 
settled at NOIDA. That is why my wife and myself visit 
New Delhi for a few months almost every year to enjoy 
their pleasant company along with our charming grand 
daughters Ipsita, Ishani, Manisha and Lipsa. 


X X X xX 


I have resisted the temptation of writing an 
autobiography, even though some of my friends have already 
published their autobiography a few years back. But when 
I reached my early eighties, my closest friends and my 
children constantly persuaded me to write an autobiography 
so much so that after about seven years I again started 
writing a book, that is, this autobiography of mine, titled 
‘Bom to be a Learner’, as per the suggestion of my daughter, 
which is completed within a month. I shall be very happy if 
this book, mean’t mostly for my talented and aspiring young 
generation, could motivate any of them to utilise their 
creative and innovative abilities for the inclusive and 
sustainable welfare of mankind. 


Debakanta Mishra 
[5.3.1939 - 25.11.2019] 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


APPENDIX - 1 


My Intellectual and Literary Contribution 


(A) Popular Science Books in Oriya : 
‘Sl. Name of the Book Name of the Publisher Year of 


No. Publication 

୧. ଅଣୁ, ପରମାଣୁ ଓ ପରମାଣୁ ଜଗନ୍ନାଅ ରଥ, କଟକ-୨ ପ୍ରଥମ ପ୍ରକାଶ : ୧୯୬୬ 
ଶକ୍ତି ନବରଙ୍ଗ - ପରିମା୍ଜିତ ସଂସ୍କରଣ, 

କଟକ 

୨. ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକ ଜୀବନୀ ଗ୍ରନ୍ଧମାଳା ବାଣୀରୂପା, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୧ 
(ଦଶ ଭାଗରେ ପ୍ରକାଶିତ ) 

୩. ଇଳଲେକ୍‌ଟ୍ରୋନିକ୍ସର ଇତିବୃତ୍ତ ପ୍ରେଶ୍ଚ୍‌ସ ପବ୍ଲିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୭୧ 

୪. ଆଧୁନିକ ଦୁନିଆଁର ପ୍ରତିଛବି ଓଡ଼ିଶା ବୁକ୍‌ ଷ୍ଟୋର, କଟକ-୨ ୧୯୯୩ 
ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ମାନବିକ ମୂଲ୍ୟବୋଧ କ୍ଵାଲିଟି ପବ୍ଲିକେଶନ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୪ 

୬. ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଆବିଷ୍ଠର୍ରା ସିରିଜ୍‌ ଜନଶର୍ତି ପୁସ୍ତକାଳୟ, କଟକ-୨ ୧୯୬୯-୧୯୭୧ 
( ୨୦ ଜଣ ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକଙ୍କ 
ସଂକ୍ଷିପ୍ତ ଜୀବନୀ) 

୭. ଚେତନାର ଉତ୍ତରଣ ଓ ମାନବ ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ରଥ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୭୬ 
ଜାତିର ଭବିଷ୍ୟତ 

୮. ଫଟୋଗ୍ରାଫି ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ରଥ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୬୭ 

୯. ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଶିକ୍ଷା ଓ ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକ ଫ୍ରେଣ୍ଟସ ପବ୍ଲିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୭ 
ଗବେଷଣା : ଏକ ସମୀକ୍ଷା 

୧୦. ବିଂଶ ଶତାବ୍ଦୀରର ଉପଲବ୍‌୍ଧ୍‌ ନବରଙ୍ଗ, କଟକ ୨୦୦୭ 

୧ ୧. ଅମର ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକ ଗ୍ରନ୍ଧମାଳା ଫ୍ରେଣ୍ଟସ ପବିିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ e୯୭୮ 


(ତିନି ଭାଗରେ ପ୍ରକାଶିତ) 
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୧୨୭୦ 
୧୩. 
୧୪. 
୧୫. 


୧୬. 
୧୭. 


୧୮. 
୧୯. 
୨୦. 


୨୧. 


୨୨. 


୨୩. 


୩୧. 


ବାକ୍ହୋଲ୍‌ 
ଆଇସୋଟୋପ୍‌ 
ମହାଶୂନ୍ୟ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ 


ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ଟେକ୍ନୋଲୋଜି : 
ଆଜି ଓ କାଲିର 


ପ୍ରବନ୍ଧ ୧୯୮୫ 


ଶତାବ୍ଦୀର ଆହ୍ବାନ 
(ଓଡ଼ିଶା ସାହିତ୍ୟ ଏକାଡ଼େମୀ 


ଦ୍ଵାରା ପୁରସ୍ତୃତ ) 

ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ବିକାଶ 

ଆର୍ଥର କ୍ରୋଏସ୍‌ଲର 

ଭାରତୀୟ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକ 
(ତିନି ଭାଗରେ ପ୍ରକାଶିତ) 
ସାମାଜିକ ରୂପାନ୍ତର ପାଇଁ ଅଷ୍ଟମ 
ପଞ୍ଚବାର୍ଷିକ ଯୋଜନା 


ଦୁଇଶହ ବର୍ଷର ଇତିହାସରୁ 
ବାରଟି ସ୍ମରଣୀୟ ଘଟଣା 
ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ଜାତୀୟ ପ୍ରଗତି 
(ମୁଖବନ୍ଧ : ସୂର୍ଗୀୟ ପ୍ରଫେସର 
ଏମ୍‌.ଜି.କେ. ମେନନ୍‌ ) 


କରାମତି 


. ଆଲବର୍ଟ ଆଇନଷ୍ଟାଇନ 
. ଦାର୍ଶନିକ ବ୍ରୋନସ୍କି 
. ମ୍ୟାରି କିଉରି 


ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକ ଚିନ୍ତନ 
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ଏସ.ବି. ପବ୍ନିକେଶନ୍‌ସ, କଟକ-୨ ୧୯୮୧ 


ପ୍ରେଣ୍୍‌ସ ପବ୍ଧିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୭୯ 
ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ରଥ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୬୭ 
ବକ୍ସ ଆଣ୍ଡ୍‌ ବୃକ୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୦ 
ବୂକ୍ସ ଆଶ୍ଚ୍‌ ବୂକ୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୫ 
ଫ୍ରେଶ୍୍‌ସ ପବ୍ଲିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୭୮ 
ବୂକ୍ସ ଆଶ ବୁକ୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୭ 
ଏସ୍‌.ବି. ପବିକେଶନ୍‌ସ, କଟକ-୨ ୧୯୮୨ 
ଫ୍ରେଶ୍୍‌ସ ପବ୍ଲିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୭୭ 
କୋଣାର୍କ ପବ୍ଲଵିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୯୦ 
ବୁକ୍ସ ଆଣ ବୁକ୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୫ 


ଏସ୍‌.ବି. ପବ୍ଲିକେଶନ୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ପ୍ରଥମ ପ୍ରକାଶ : 
୧୯୮୧ 


. ଶକ୍ତି ସମସ୍ୟା ଓ ତାହାର ସମାଧାନ ଏସ୍‌.ବି. ପବ୍ଲିକେଶନ୍‌ସ, କଟକ-୨ ୧୯୮୨ 
. ବିଜ୍ଞାନର ରୂପ 

. ଶିକ୍ଷା, ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ସମାଜ 
. ଆମ ଦେଶରେ ବିଜ୍ଞାନର 


ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ରଥ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୩ 
ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ରଥ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୦ 
ନିରୂପମା ପ୍ରକାଶନୀ, କଟକ-୪ ୧୯୮୯ 


କଟକ ଟ୍ରେଡ଼ିଙ୍ଗ କମ୍ପାନୀ କଟକ-୨ ୧୯୯୧ 
ଏସ୍‌.ବି. ପବଲିକେଶନ୍‌୍ସ, କଟକ-୨ ୧୯୮୨ 


ରାଜ୍ୟ ଶିକ୍ଷା ଗବେଷଣା ଓ ପ୍ରଶିକ୍ଷଣ ୧୯୮୯ 
ପରିଷଦ, ଓଡ଼ିଶା 


ପ୍ରେସ ପବ୍ବିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୯ 
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୩୨. 


୩୩. 
୩୪. 
୩୫. 


୩୬. 
୩୭. 
୩୮. 
୩୯. 
୪୦. 
୪୧. 
୪୨. 
୪୩. 
୪୪. 
୪୫. 
୪୬. 


୪୭. 


୪୮. 


୪୯. 
୫୦. 


୫୧. 


ଆମେ ଶହେ ବର୍ଷ ବଞ୍ଚୁବା 
କିପରି ? 

ପର୍ଯ୍ୟାବରଣୀୟ ମାନବବାଦ 
ଜୀବନର ଛନ୍ଦ 


ଭାରତୀୟ ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକଙ୍କ 
ମହନୀୟ ଅବଦାନ 


ମାଇକ୍ରୋଇଲେକ୍‌ଟ୍ରୋନିକ୍‌ସ 
କ୍ଷୁଦ୍ର ହିଁ କାମ୍ୟ 

ଆମ ପରିବେଶ 

ପରିବେଶ ଓ ପ୍ରଗତି 

ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ସଂସ୍କୃତି 

ଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ବିଜୟ 

୧୯୮୪ ଓ ଅନ୍ୟାନ୍ୟ ପ୍ରବନ୍ଧ 
ବିଜ୍ଞାନର ଓ ବିଚାରବୋଧ 
ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଗଣତନ୍ତ୍ର ଓ ସମାଜବାଦ 
ଭାଷାନୂସନ୍ଧାନ 

ଆମ ଦେଶର ଜନସାଧାରଣଙ୍କ 
ପାଇଁ ଶିକ୍ଷା 

ଆଧୁନିକ ଭୌତିକ ଓ ପ୍ରାଣୀ 


ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଜଗତର ଚିତ୍ତାକର୍ଷକ 
ଅବଦାନରାଜି 


ସାଂପ୍ରତିକ, ଜୈବ ପ୍ରଯୁକ୍ତି ବିଦ୍ୟା 
ଓ ପଦାର୍ଥ ବିଜ୍ଞାନର ସ୍ପିତି 


ଫ୍ରେଣ୍ଟସ ପବ୍ଲିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ 


କ୍ବାଲିଟି ପବ୍ତିକେଶନ, କଟକ- ୨ 
ଫ୍ରେଶ୍ଟସ ପବ୍ଧିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ 
ପଞ୍ଚସଖା ପବ୍ନିକେଶନ, କଟକ- ୧ 


ଓଡ଼ିଶା ବୁକ୍‌ ଷ୍ଟୋର, କଟକ- ୨ 
ବୁକ୍ସ ଆଣ୍ଡ୍‌ ବୂକ୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ 
ଓଡ଼ିଶା ବୃକ୍‌ ଷ୍ଟୋର, କଟକ- ୨ 
ଗ୍ରନ୍ଧ୍‌ ପ୍ରକାଶନୀ, କଟକ- ୨ 
ପଞ୍ଚସଖା ପବ୍ଲିକେଶନ, କଟକ- ୧ 
ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ରଥ, କଟକ- ୨ 
ମନୀଷା ପ୍ରକାଶନ, କଟକ- ୨ 
ବିଦ୍ୟାପୁରୀ, କଟକ- ୨ 

ଫ୍ରେଶ୍ଟସ ପବ୍ଲିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ 
ବୂକ୍ସ ଆଣ୍ଡ୍‌ ବକ୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ 
କିତାବ ମହଲ, କଟକ-୩ 


କ୍ରିଏଟିଭ୍‌ ବକ୍ସ, କଟକ- ୧୨ 


ପଞ୍ଚଶୀଳ, ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବର 


ଏକବିଂଶ ଶତାଦ୍ଦୀର ପ୍ରଯୁକ୍ତି ବିଦ୍ୟା ଉତ୍କଳ ଭାରତୀ, ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବର 


ଏକବିଂଶ ଶତାଦ୍ଦୀରେ ସବୁଜ 
ଭାରତର ପରିକଳ୍ପନା 


ଆସନ୍ତାକାଲିର ଭାରତବର୍ଷ 
(ମୁଖବନ୍ଧ : ଡକ୍ଟର ଏ.ପି.ଜେ. 
ଅବ୍ଦୂଲ କଲାମ) 


ରଶ୍ଡିଆନ୍‌ ବୁକ୍‌ ଡ଼ିଷ୍ଟିବ୍ୟୁଟର୍‌ସ, 
କଟକ- ୧୨ 


୧୯୮୦ 


୧୯୯୦ 
୧୯୭୩ 
୧୯୯୦ 


୧୯୮୨ 
e୯୮୦ 
୧୯୮୪ 
୧୯୯୦ 
୧୯୯୪ 
୧୯୭୧ 
୧୯୮୩ 
୧୯୭୭ 
୧୯୭୯ 
୧୯୮୮ 
୧୯୭୭ 


900୪ 


୨୦୦୩ 


୨9୦୦୦ 


୧୯୯୮ 


ବସନ୍ତ ସାଓନ୍‌ସ ଆଣ୍ଡ୍‌ ଟେକ୍‌ନୋଲୋଜି ୨୦୦୬ 


ଫାଉଣ୍ଡେସନ୍‌, କଟକ- ୧୨ 
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୫୨. ଏକବିଂଶ ଶତାଦ୍ଦୀ : ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତି ଓ ଇଶ୍ରିଆନ୍‌ ବୁକ୍‌ ଡ଼ିଷ୍ଟିବ୍ଯୁଟର୍‌ସ, ୧୯୯୮ 
ସମ୍ଭାବନା କଟକ- ୧୨ 

୫୩. ଆମ ପରିବେଶ ଆମେ ନିଜେ କ୍ରିଏଟିଭ୍‌ ବୁକ୍‌ସ, କଟକ- ୧୨ ୨9୦00 
ଗଢ଼ିବା 

୫୪. ଆମ ଦେଶରେ କୃତ୍ରିମ ଉପଗ୍ରହ କ୍ୟାପିଟାଲ ଷ୍ୁଡେଣ୍ଟ୍‌ସ ଷ୍ଟୋର, ୨୦୦୧ 


ଯୋଗାଯୋଗର ପଚିଶ ବର୍ଷ ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବର 
( ସହଲେଖକ : ଦେବଳିତ୍‌ ମିଶର) 


୫୫. ଆଧୁନିକ ଯୁଗର ପ୍ରାରମ୍ଭରେ ଉତ୍କଳ ଭାରତୀ, ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବର ୨୦୦୪ 
ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ପ୍ରଯୁକ୍ତି ବିଦ୍ୟାର 
ଗତି ଓ ପ୍ରବୃରି 

୫୬. ଆଗାମୀ ଯୁଗର ଟେକ୍ନୋଲଜି ଫ୍ରେଶ୍ଟସ ପବ୍ଲିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୨୦୦୫ 

୫୭. ଆଲବର୍ଟ ଆଇନନଷ୍ଟାଇନଙ୍କ ପ୍ରେଶ୍ଲ୍‌ସ ପବ୍ଵିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୨୦୦୫ 
ଉତ୍ତର ଦାନ 

୫୮. ସମସାମୟିକ ପଦାର୍ଥ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ଫ୍ରେଣ୍ଢ୍‌ସ ପବ୍ଲଳିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ 900୪ 
ଜୈବ ପ୍ରଯୁକ୍ତି ବିଦ୍ୟା 
( ଭୁବନେଶୁର ପୁସ୍ତକମେଳା 
ପୁରସ୍କାର ୨୦୦୪) 

୫୯. ଆମ ଦେଶର ପରିବେଶର କଟକ ଷୁଡ଼େଶ୍ଟସ ଷ୍ଟୋର, କଟକ-୨ ୨୦୦୦ 
ଭବିଷ୍ୟତ 

୬୦. ସମସାମୟିକ ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକ ବସନ୍ତ ସାଓନ୍‌ସ ଆଣ୍ଡ୍‌ ଟେକ୍‌ନୋଲୋଜି ୨୦୦୬ 
ପ୍ରବନ୍ଧମାଳା / ସିରିଜ୍‌ : ଫାଉଣ୍ଡେସନ୍‌, କଟକ- ୧୨ 


(କ) ଜ୍ୟୋତଃ ପଦାର୍ଥ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ 
(ଖ) ଜୈବ ପ୍ରଯୁକ୍ତି ବିଦ୍ୟା 

(ଗ) ଅନୁପଯୁକ୍ତି ବିଦ୍ୟା ବା 
ନାନୋଟେକ୍‌ନୋଲୋଜି 

(ଘ) ପଦାର୍ଥ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ କମ୍ୟୁଟର 
ବିଜ୍ଞାନ 

(ଡ) ପ୍ରାଣୀ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ 


୬୧. ଜ୍ଞାନାଶ୍ରୟୀ ଯୁଗରେ ଆମ୍ଭମାନଙ୍କ ଦୀପକ ପବ୍ଲଛିକେଶନ୍‌ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୨୦୦୭ 
ଭବିଷ୍ୟତ 
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୬୨. ସୁପର୍‌ ହିରୋ ଫ୍ରେଶ୍ଵ୍‌ସ ପବ୍ଲିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୨୦୦୫ 
୬୩. ରୋବଟୀୟ ମହାକାଶଯାନ ସୁଧା ପ୍ରକାଶନ, କଟକ- ୨ 9୦00୪ 
ସାହାଯ୍ୟରେ ଶନି ଓ ତାହାର 
ଉପପଗ୍ରହମାନଙ୍କ ସମ୍ବନ୍ଧରେ 


ବ୍ୟାପକ ଅନୁସନ୍ଧାନ 

୬୪. ଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ଓ ମଙ୍ଗଳ ଅଭିଯାନ ପାଇଁ ସୁଧା ପ୍ରକାଶନ, କଟକ- ୨ ୨୦0୦0୪ 
ବ୍ୟାପକ ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତି 

୬୫. ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ପ୍ରଯୁକ୍ତି ବିଦ୍ୟାର ପ୍ରାଚୀ ସାହିତ୍ୟ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠାନନ କଟକ-୨ ୨୦୦୭ 


ସମସାମୟିକ ଘଟଣାପ୍ରବାହ 
(ରାଜଧାନୀ ପୁସ୍ତକମେଳା 


ପୁରସ୍କାର ୨୦୦୭) 
୬୬. ଆଧୁନିକ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ବିଚିତ୍ରା 
(ଦୁଇଭାଗରେ ପ୍ରକାଶିତ ) 
(କ) ପ୍ରାଣୀ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ଜୈବ ବିଦ୍ୟା ପ୍ରକାଶନ, କଟକ-୧୨ 9୦00୬ 
ପ୍ରଯୁକ୍ତି ବିଦ୍ୟା 
(ଖ) ଜୈବ ପ୍ରଯୁକ୍ତି ବିଦ୍ୟା 
୬୭. ଆମ ବୌଦ୍ଧିକ ଓ ସାମାଜିକ କ୍ରିଏଟିଭ୍‌ ବୂକ୍ସ, କଟକ- ୧୨ ୨୦୦୧ 
ପ୍ରଗତି ପଥରେ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ 
ପ୍ରଯୁକ୍ତି ବିଦ୍ୟା 
୬୮. ଜୈବ ପ୍ରଯୁକ୍ତିବିଦ୍ୟା ଓ କମ୍ୟୁଟର ଫ୍ରେଶ୍ଟସ ପବ୍ଲିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୨୦୦୧ 
୬୯. ଏକବିଂଶ ଶତାଦ୍ଦୀ ପାଇଁ କଟକ ଷ୍ୁଡେଶ୍ବସ ଷ୍ଟୋର, କଟକ-୨ ୨୦୦୧ 
ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକ ଚିନ୍ତନ 
୭୦. ବିଂଶ ଶତାଦ୍ଦୀର ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ କଟକ ଷ୍ଡେଶ୍ବସ ଷ୍ଟୋର, କଟକ-୨ ୧୯୯୯ 
ପ୍ରଯୁକ୍ତିବିଦ୍ୟା 
୭୧. ଏକବିଂଶ ଶତାଦ୍ଦୀ ପାଇଁ ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତି ପଞ୍ଚସଖା ପ୍ରକାଶନ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୯୭ 
୭୨. ଆର୍ଥର୍‌ ସି. କ୍ଲାର୍କ ଫ୍ରେଣ୍ଟ୍‌ସ ପବ୍ଲିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ 900୮ 
୭୩. ଲୋକନାୟକ ଜୟପ୍ରକାଶ ଫ୍ରେଶ୍ଵ୍‌ସ ପବ୍ନିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୭୮ 
( ସହଲେଖକ : ଦେବପ୍ରସାଦ ମିଶ୍ର) 
୭୪. ଏକବିଂଶ ଶତାଦ୍ଦୀ ପାଇଁ ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବର ପଦ୍ଭିଶିଙ୍ଗ ହାଉସ, ୧୯୯୦ 
ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ପ୍ରଯୁକ୍ତିବିଦ୍ୟା ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବର 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


1176 Born to be a Learner 


୭୫. ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକ ବୂକ୍ସ ଆଣ୍ଡ ବୂକ୍‌ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୭୮ 
୭୬. ଦୈନନ୍ଦିନ ଜୀବନରେ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ବୁକ୍‌ସ ଆସ୍ଡ ବୁକ୍‌ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୭ 
୭୭. ସୁବ୍ରମନିଅମ୍‌ ଚନ୍ଦ୍ରଶେଖର ଓ ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ରଥ, କଟକ-୨ ୧୯୯୦ 
ଆବଦସ୍‌ ସଲାମ 
୭୮. ବେଦାନ୍ତର ଅଭିନବ ଭାଷ୍ୟ : କ୍ରିଏଟିଭ୍‌ ବୂୁକ୍‌ସ, କଟକ- ୧୨ ୨୦09 
ପଦାର୍ଥ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ 
୭୯. ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଜଗତର ଚଳନ୍ତି ଓଡ଼ିଶା ବୁକ୍‌ ଷ୍ଟୋର, କଟକ- ୨ ୨୦୦୭ 
ଘଟଣାପ୍ରବାହ 
୮୦. ୨୦୫୦ ମସିହାର ନୂତନ ପୃଥ୍ବୀ ପଞ୍ଚସଖା ପ୍ରକାଶନ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୯୪ 
୮୧. ବିଜ୍ଞାନ, ପ୍ରଯୁକ୍ତିବିଦ୍ୟା ଓ ନିଉ ଷ୍କଡେଣ୍ଟ୍‌ସ୍‌ ଷ୍ଟୋର, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୯୩ 
ଆମ ଭବିଷ୍ୟତ 
୮୨. ମନୁଷ୍ୟ ରୂପୀ ଦୃଶ୍ଯ ବୂକ୍ସ ଆଣ୍ଡ ବୁକ୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୧ 
(B) Children Literature : 
୮୩. ମୌଳିକ କମ୍ପ୍ୟୁଟର ଶିକ୍ଷା ଫ୍ରେଶ୍ସ ପବ୍ଲିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୨9୦00୬ 
(ଦୁଇ ଭାଗରେ ପ୍ରକାଶିତ ) 
( ସହଲେଖକ : ଶୁଭ୍ରାଂଶୁ 
କୁମାର ତ୍ରିପାଠୀ) 
୮୪. ଆମ ଜଙ୍ଗଲ ସଂପଦ ବାଣୀ ନିକେତନ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୯୧ 
୮୫. ଆମ ଦେଶ ପାଇଁ ଏସ୍‌.ବି. ପବ୍‌ିକେଶନ୍‌ସ, କଟକ-୨ ୧୯୮୩ 
ଦେଶୋପଯୋଗୀ ଶିକ୍ଷା 
୮୬. ଆମ ଜଳ ସଂପଦ ବିଦ୍ୟା ପ୍ରକାଶନ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୯ 
୮୭. ସୌର ଶକ୍ତିର କରାମତି ସୁଧା ପ୍ରକାଶନ, କଟକ- ୨ ୨୦୦୧ 
୮୮. ଚାଚା ନେହେରୁଙ୍କ ଦୃଷ୍ଟିରେ ନିରୂପମା ପ୍ରକାଶନୀ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୯ 
ଆମ ଦେଶ ପାଇଁ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ 
୮୯. ଶଭ୍ତି ମିଳିବ କେଉଁଠୁ ? ସହାୟକ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୭ 
୯୦. ବିଜ୍ଞାନ କାହା ପାଇଁ ସୁଧା ପ୍ରକାଶନ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୭ 
୯୧. ସମୟ ଫ୍ରେଣ୍ଟସ ପବ୍ଵିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୯୫ 
(C) Fiction : 
୯୨. କୃତ୍ରିମ ମଣିଷ କୋଣାର୍କ ପବ୍ଛିଶର୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୯୨ 
୯୩. ଫୁଇ ଚାଇୁଡ଼ି ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ରଥ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୭୭ 
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୯୪. (କ) ନବ ସାକ୍ଷରମାନଙ୍କ ନବଦିଗନ୍ତ, କଟକ- ୨ 900୮ 
କଲ୍ୟାଣ ସାଧନ ପାଇଁ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ 
ଓ ପ୍ରଯୁକ୍ତି ବିଦ୍ୟା 

(D) Translated and Original Books published by National 
Book Trust India : 

୯୫. ବିଶ୍ଵ ପରିକ୍ରମା ୨୦୦୩ 
(ମୂଳ ଲେଖା : ଡକ୍ଟର 
ଜୟନ୍ତ ନାଲିକର) 

୯୬. ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ତୁମେ (ମୂଳ ଲେଖା National Book Trust, India 9 000 
: ଡ଼କ୍ର ଜୟନ୍ତ ନାର୍ଲିକର ଓ 
ଡ଼କ୍ଟର ପି.ଜେ. ଲାଭାକାରେ) 


୯୭. ଜଗଦୀଶ ଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ବୋଷ National Book Trust, India ¢ ୯୭୩ 
(ମୂଳ ଲେଖା : ଏସ୍‌.ଏନ୍‌.ବସୁ) 
୯୮. ମେଘନାଦ ଶାହା National Book Trust, India 900୪ 


(ମୂଳ ଲେଖା : ଏନାକ୍ଷୀ ଚାଟ୍୍ଜୀ ) 


୯୯. ନାନୋ : ପରବର୍ରୀ ବିପୃବ National Book Trust, India 9009୭ 
( ମୂଳ ଲେଖା : ମୋହନ ସୁନ୍ଦରରାଜନ ) 


୧୦୦. ମୌଳିକ ରଚନା : National Book Trust, India 9 00୫ 
ପ୍ରାଣକୃଷ୍ଣ ପରିଜା 

(E) Translated Books published by other Publishers : 

୧୦୧. ସମୟର ସଂକ୍ଷିପ୍ତ ଇତିହାସ କିତାବ ମହଲ, କଟକ-୩ ୨୦୦୬ 
(ଷିଫେନ୍‌ ହକିଙ୍ଗ ଓ ଲିଓନାର୍ଡୋ 
ମୋର୍ତିନୋ) 

୧୦୨. ଦି ଜଜ୍‌ମେଣ୍ଟ ( କୁଳଦୀପ ବୁକ୍ସ ଆଣ୍ଡ୍‌ ବୁକ୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୭୭ 
ନାୟାର) (ସହ ଅନୁବାଦକ : 
ଦେବପ୍ରସାଦ ମିଶ୍ର) 

୧୦୩. ଅଲ୍‌ ଦି ପ୍ରାଇମ୍‌ ମିନିଷ୍ଟର୍ସମେନ୍‌ ବୁକ୍ସ ଆଶ୍ଚ ବୁକ୍‌ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୭୭ 
(ଜନାର୍ଦନ ଠାକୁର) 


( ସହଅନୁବାଦକ : ଦେବପ୍ରସାଦ 
ମିଶ୍ର ଓ ସରୋଜ ରଂଜନ ମହାନ୍ତି ) 
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୧୦୪. ଭାରତରେ ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକ ଓ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ବୁକ୍ସ ଷ୍ଟୋର, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୦ 
ଆଧାତ୍ଧିକ ସଂସ୍କୃତିର ବିକାଶ 
(ପ୍ରଫେସର ଟି.ଆର.ଶେଷାଦରି ) 

୧୦୫. ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ସମାଜ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ବୁକ୍‌ସ ଷ୍ଟୋର, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୦ 
(ଡ଼କ୍ର ଏମ୍‌.ଜି.କେ. ମେନନ୍‌ ) 

୧୦୬. ବୌଦ୍ଧିକତାର ଉତ୍ସ ଓ ଏହାର ଓଡ଼ିଶା ବୁକ୍‌୍ସ ଷ୍ଟୋର, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୧ 
ଅନତିକ୍ରମ୍ୟ ସୀମା 
(ଏଲ୍‌.ଏନ୍‌.କୁପର୍‌) 

୧୦୭. ଖ୍ରୀଷ୍ଟପର ୨୦୦୦ ମସିହା ଓଡ଼ିଶା ବୁକ୍‌ସ ଷ୍ଟୋର, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୮୦ 
ବେଳକୁ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ 
ଟେକ୍ନୋଲଜିର ରୂପରେଖ 
(ଜଗଜିତ ସିଂହ) 

୧୦୮. ଭାରତର ଅର୍ଥନୈତିକ ବକ୍ସ ଆଷ୍ଡ୍‌ ବୁକ୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୭୮ 
ଅଙ୍ଗୀକାର (ଚରଣ ସିଂହ) 

୧୦୯. ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ମାନସ ବୁକ୍ସ ଆଣ୍ଡ୍‌ ବକ୍ସ, କଟକ- ୨ ୧୯୭୭ 
(ଡକ୍ର କେ.ଏସ୍‌.ଆର୍‌. ମୂରି) 

(F) Popular Science Books in English : 

110. Frontiers of Science Books and Books, Cuttack-21990 


and Technology 
111. Man and Environment Indian Book Distributors, 1997 
Cuttack-12 
112. Energy Resources Books and Books, Cuttack-21987 
113. Five Eminent Scientists Kalyani Publishers, 1976 
New Delhi-32 
114. Science and Technolo- Kalyani Publishers, 1983 
logy for Today and New Delhi-32 


Tomorrow 
115. Environmental Studies Books and Books, Cuttack-21985 
116. Science in Everyday Books and Books, Cuttack-21987 
Life 
117. Evolution of Life Books and Books, Cuttack-21985 
118. Science and Society Books and Books, Cuttack-21987 
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119. Science and Techno- Indian Book Distributors, 1997 
logy in the Develop- Cuttack-12 
ment of Modern India 

120. Microelectronic Revo- Books and Books, Cuttack-21983 . 
Iution and India’s 
Electronic Future 

(G) Text Books: 


I have written about a dozen text books (both on theory and 
practical subjects) for Higher Secondary and Degree students. 
These books were very popular for a good number of years. I 
stopped writing text book after I had to leave active teaching to 
join in the administrative branch of O.E.S. I have also written a 
text book in Oriya on Physics for higher secondary students 
(ubgZOK adma^) with eminent poet and physicist Sri Jayanta 
Mahapatra as my co-author. 


(H) Editing Books and Journals :- 

1. ‘Sampratika Bigyan’ (A trimonthly Science Magazine) for more 
than two years (Publisher : S. B. Publications, Cuttack-2) 

2. Bimonthly Science Magazine ‘Bigyana Diganta’ for more 
than two years (Publisher : Odisha Bigyan Academy) 
Dictionary of Physics, Indian Book Distributors, Cuttack-12. 

4. Swadhinatapara odisha (1947-1997), The Printoverse, 
Cuttack-l. 


5. Cao-edited the volume entitled ‘Comparative Religion and 
the Challenges of the Present’ published by the Printoverse, 
Cuttack-1. 

6. As the editor of publications of Bigyan Prachar Samiti, I 
have edited five books and one souvenir. 


7. I have acted as the editor of ‘Theoscientist’, a magazine 
published by Odisha Theosophical Society, for a good 
number of years. 
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Co-edited a Souvenir entitled ‘Youth of the Great’ (Souvenir 
1985 : International Youth Year) Published by ‘The Samaj’, 
Gopabandhu Bhavan, Cuttack-1. 


Edited ପ୍ରଧାନ ଶିକ୍ଷକ ‘ନାରାୟଣ ପତି” (Published Narayan Pati 
Memorial Committee) 


Edited the ‘Journal of Board of Secondary Education’ for 
two years when I was appointed Secretary of the Board. 


Edited all the publications of ‘Einstein Science Club’ for a 
good number of years as its President. 


I am a regular reviewer of books published by National 
Book Trust, India. I am a member of the Advisory Council 
(Oriya) of N.B.T., India for the last two terms. 


It is worthwhile to note that Prof. M.G.K. Menon, Dr. A.PJ. 


Abdul Kalam, Dr. J.V. Narlikar, Prof. Pranakrushna Parija, Prof. 
Bidhu Bhusan Das, Dr. Sadasiv Misra were kind enough to write 
foreword and words of encouragement for a few of my books. 


Besides the above mentioned literary activities I have 


published and helped in broadcasting articles on scientific topics of 
social relevance both in the print and the electronic media regularly 
for the past five decades. 
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APPENDIX - 2 


Letters of Appreciation from Five Eminent 
Intellectuals 


(1) From Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, President of India : 


A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Rashtrapati Bhavan 
New Delhi- 110004 
July 21, 2003 


Dear Prof. Debakanta Mishra, 


Thank you for your letter sending therewith your book, 
‘Tomorrow’s India’. My greetings and best wishes for your 
thoughts. 

Yours sincerely, 
Sd/- 
Prof. (Dr) Debakanta Mishra (APJ Abdul Kalam) 
Mahatab Road 

Cuttack-753012, (Orissa) 

(2) From Dr. M.G.K. Menon, the then Secretary, Science 
and Technology, government of India. 

FOREWORD....... 
No DST/TS/552/82 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
Department of Science and Technology 
Technology Bhawan 
New Mehrauli Road, New Delhi-110029 
April 20, 1982 

The present volume “‘Science and National Development”, 
by Debakanta Mishra, deals with basic research as an integral 
component of a self reliant base of science and technology. This 
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was the focal theme that I had selected for the annual session of 
the Indian Science Congress Association that was held in Mysore 
in January, 1982, and formed the subject of the Presidential Address 
that I delivered at the Science Congress. I selected this theme 
since I felt that a consideration of all aspects of this theme, by 
those concerned with different disciplines of science, is extremely 
important at this stage in our development, to ensure the creation 
of a base for innovative approaches of the highest order. 


I was very glad Shri Mishra has thought it fit to deal with this 
topic in a book in Oriya. He has written more than 20 books and 
200 articles so far, particularly in Oriya. 


The growth of science and technology in our country has so 
far been based entirely on the use of English as a medium of 
instruction and communication. The fact remains that English is not 
the language of the large masses of the country. If science is to be 
propagated primarily through the medium of English, the only chance 
an individual has of aquitting himself or herself satisfactorily, is to 
memorise. Want of enough knowledge of English will mean that 
one cannot properly understand what has been taught; nor will 
there be the ability to express oneself satisfactorily. One will depend 
entirely only on what has been taught : in form, in content and in 
language. And this is completely contrary to the whole spirit of 
science, which is based on free, independent thinking and 
expression. An understanding of science can not come about through 
a medium which itself is not understood. In popularising science 
among the people who speak and write in Oriya, the initiative 
taken by Shri Debakanta Mishra should go a long way. 

I am happy to see this and other books coming out in Oriya, 
which should be of great value for those for whom Oriya is the 
mother tongue. I hope that the present volume will lead to clearer 
understanding about the role of science and technology in the 
economic growth and development of our country. 

M.G.K. Menon 
[Prof. M.G.K. Manon, F.R.S.] 
Secretary, Department of Science and Technology 
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(3) From eminent Professor of English and educational 
administrator Prof. Bidhubhusan Das, who wrote the Foreword of 
my book in Odia dealing with energy crisis and its solution (“Shakti 
Samasya O’ Tahara Samadhan.”) 


EXTRACT FROM THE FOREWORD... 


Phone 675 
Gram : NEHU 
Prof. Bidhubhusan Das 
Professor of Education 
North-Eastern Hill University 
Head quarters : Shillong, Nagaland Campus, 
Kohima-797001 
7th April 1983 
...It is highly timely that Shri Debakanta Mishra should have 
thought of bringing out a book in Oriya entitled “The Energy crisis 
and its Solution”, which as far as I know is the first of its kind in 
the language. Shri Mishra has rendered conspicuous service to the 
state and its people by bringing out several excellent publications 
on scientists, science technology and the applications of the latter 
to life. He is a gifted writer, discriminating and thoughtful. In all his 
writings he has been trying to create in the common man an 
awareness of the importance of science for life in our world as well 
as of its dangers. It is not merely popularising science. Behind his 
writings there is a general theme that our civilization is constantly 
being threatened by man’s selfishness and exploitative instincts. It 
is a humanistic approach to science - an approach that is beyond 
the reach of most scientists today, national and foreign. From this 
point of view, I hope the book will be widely welcomed and I wish 
the author all success in his worthy endeavour. 
Bidhubhusan Das 
Professor of Education 
(4) From Dr Pranakrushna Parija, one among the legendary 
scientists and technologists of India. 
10, Cantonment Road, Cuttack-1 
11.8.77 
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ଶ୍ରଦ୍ଧେୟ ଶ୍ରୀମାନ୍‌ ମିଶ୍ର, 


ଆପଣ ପଠାଇଥବା ପୁସ୍ତକ ‘ଭାରତୀୟ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକ? ପାଇଲି| ସେଥ୍ପାଇଁ 
ଆନ୍ତରିକ ଧନ୍ଯବାଦ। ବହି ଖଶ୍ରିକ ପଢ଼ିସାରିବାରେ ଡ଼େରି ହୋଇଥ୍‌ବାରୁ ଉତ୍ତର ଦେବାରେ 
ଡ଼େରି ହେଲା। କ୍ଷମା କରିବେ । 


ସାଧାରଣ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ପାଠକମାନଙ୍କ ପାଇଁ ଆପଣଙ୍କର ଏ ପୁସ୍ତକଟି ଓଡ଼ିଆ ସାହିତ୍ୟକୁ 
ଗୋଟିଏ ମୂଲ୍ୟବାନ ଅବଦାନ। ମୋ ନାମରେ ପୁସ୍ତକଟି ଉତ୍ସର୍ଗ କରିଥୂବାରୁ ମୁଁ ଆପଣଙ୍କ 
ନିକଟରେ ଚିର ରଣୀ | ଭଗବାନ ଆପଣଙ୍କ ସାହିତ୍ୟ ସେବା ପାଇଁ ଦୀର୍ଘ ଜୀବନ ଦିଅନ୍ଧୁ। ଏହା 
ହିଁ ପ୍ରାର୍ଥନା। 


ଆପଣଙ୍କ ଶୁଭକାମୀ 
ପ୍ରାଣକୃଷ୍ଣ ପରିଜା 


(5) From Dr. Sadasiv Misra, Eminent Professor of Economics 
and Ex-VC of Utkal University. 


Dr. Sadasiv Misra Phone 23666 
M.A., Ph.D. (London) PROFESSOR PARA 

CUTTACK-753003 
ଅଧ୍ୟାପକ ଦେବକାନ୍ତ ମିଶ୍ର, 14.6.80 


ରୀଡ଼ର, ପଦାର୍ଥ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ 
ରେଭେନ୍‌ସା କଲେଜ 
ଶ୍ରଦ୍ଦେୟ ଦେବକାନ୍ତ ବାବର, 


ତାକତ୍ରେ ପ୍ରକାଶିତ ଡକ୍ଟର ପରିଜାଙ୍କ ଅଭିଭାଷଣର ଅନୁବାଦ ପଢ଼ିଲି । ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଉପରେ 
ସମାଜର ପ୍ରଭାବ । ଏଥୁରେ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଅଛି; ସମାଜର ରାଜନୀତିର ପ୍ରଭାବ ଆଲୋଚିତ ହୋଇଛି | 
ଏ ଭାଷଣର ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଅନୁବାଦ ଏକାନ୍ତ ଆବଶ୍ୟକ ଥୁଲା 


ଆପଣଙ୍କର ଭାଷା ସୁନ୍ଦର ଏବଂ ସାବଲୀଳ | ଲେଖୁବାର ପରିପାଟୀ ଉଚ୍ଚ କୋଟୀର | 
ଖୁବ୍‌ ଭଲ ଲାଗିଲା। ଧନ୍ଯବାଦ ଦେଉଛି। 


ହିତାକକ୍ଷୀ 


ସଦାଶିବ ମିଶ୍ର 
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| 5 orn in 1939 at Cuttack, Odisha. 
Joined in Odisha Education Service 
(OES) in 1960 as a lecturer in 
physics and served as a lecturer and 
reader in various government 
colleges of Odisha till 1984. From 
1984 Dr. Mishra joined in the administrative branch of OES and 
served as deputy director (science), vice-principal of Ravenshaw 
College and secretary of Board of Secondary Education (BSE), 
Odisha. On being promoted to professorship, Dr. Mishra served 
as principal, Government College, Rourkela, Vice-Chairman of 
CHSE, Odisha, President of BSE, Odisha and retired from 
government service in 1997 as additional secretary (Higher 
Eduction). Subsequently Prof. Mishra served as President of 
Odisha Bigyan Academy from 1999 to 2001. 


Prof. Mishra’s only intellectual luxury is to collect new 
books and journals in various subjects. He loves to spend his 
time in his personal library, reading and writing books and articles 
for public consumption. He has written about 140 books on 
history, philosophy and sociology of science, biography of 
scientists, important scientific discoveries and inventions, 
futurology, Science fiction, environmental pollution and climate : 
change and interactions between science and society. Heis stl - 
very active in social media. This a in Prof. Mishra’s 
latest literary contribution. 
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